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OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held on Monday, 8th May, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. at The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull,



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, K. Barrow,

M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, S.D. Edwards,
Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones,  W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable,

M.A. Owen and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk




    24 members of the public

1.
ELECTION OF THE MAYOR

Proposed by Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley, seconded by

Councillor K. Barrow and unanimously

RESOLVED that Councillor W.S. Keable be elected Mayor for the ensuing year.
The Mayor signed the appropriate Declaration of Office and within The Mayor’s speech appointed his daughter, Mrs. Patricia Bateman, The Mayoress and The Reverend Prebendary David Crowhurst as the Mayor’s Chaplain for the year.  It was announced his Civic Service would be held on Sunday, 21st May.

The Mayor led the tributes to the outgoing Mayor, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull and thanked her for a truly amazing year in office.  During the past year the Council had received many local and national awards, including the most prestigious NALC/AON Council of the Year 2005/2006.

2.
ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR

Proposed by Councillor M. Bennett, seconded by Councillor W.O. Jones and unanimously
RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow be elected Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year.              
3.
APOLOGIES

Apologies received from Councillor W.H. Jones.

4.
TO TRANSACT ALL SUCH BUSINESS

(a)
Appointment of Committees

To appoint the following Committees – retiring Members listed.

(i) Development and Planning
All Members.

 (ii)
Amenities

All Members.
(iii)
Finance and General Purposes

All Members.

(iv)
Markets and Car Parks

All Members.

(v)
Leisure and Amenities Sub

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. E. Channon, 

S.D. Edwards, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, 

M.A. Owen and Mrs. M. Benyon.

(vi)
Appeals Committee

To be appointed on a need basis.

 (vii)
Disciplinary Committee


To be appointed on a need basis.

 (viii)
Chairman’s Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen of 

Standing Committees.

(ix)
Best Value Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Vice-Chairmen of the four Standing Committees.

(x)
Oswestry Youth Music Festival Best Value Group

Councillors M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley and C Schofield.

(xi)
Team Tennis Task and Finish Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Cae Glas Charity, Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee and Chairman of Development and Planning Committee.

(xii)
Smithfield Task and Finish Group

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, W.S. Keable, M. Bennett, 

K. Barrow, W. Benyon, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Mrs. E. Channon, 

Mrs. M. Chamberlain and J.G. Jones.

 (xiii)
Markets Task and Finish Group

Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Markets and Car Parks Committee, The Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Councillors M. Bennett and Mrs. C. Hawksley.

 (xiv)
I.T. Strategy Group


The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Councillors M. Bennett,


S.D. Edwards and M.A. Owen.

 (xv)
Oswestry Burial Task and Finish Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillor M. Bennett and the immediate Past Mayor.
(b)
Appointment of Representatives
RESOLVED to appoint the below representatives:
(i)
Oswestry Burial Joint Committee
Councillors Mrs. E. Channon, S.D. Edwards, W.H. Jones, 

W.O. Jones, M.A. Owen, Miss B.Y. Gull and M. Bennett.

(ii)
Grace Rees Charity
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Miss B.Y. Gull, W.H. Jones, W.O. Jones, Principal North Shropshire College, Headmaster, The Marches School.

(iii)
Area Committee of Parish Councils




Councillor W.S. Keable and K. Barrow.



(iv)
Association for the Elderly



Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow and W.S. Keable.



(v)
Oswestry Twinning Association




Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow and Mrs. E. Channon.



(vi)
Oswestry and District Arts Association




Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull.



(vii)
Oswestry and Welsh Border Tourism Association 




Councillors Mrs. E. Chamberlain, Miss B.Y. Gull 




(2 year appointment from March 2005)

(viii)
Gatacre Allotment Liaison Committee



Councillors Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, J.G. Jones, W.H. Jones,




W.O. Jones.

(ix)
Shrewsbury-Chester Rail Users’ Association

Councillor W.H. Jones.

(x)
Christmas Decorative Lighting

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, W. Benyon, W.O. Jones,

M.A. Owen. 

(xi) Emergency Advisors

Maserfield Ward:
All Members.

Cambrian Ward:
All Members.

Gatacre Ward:
All Members.
Carreg Llwyd:
All Members

Cabin Lane:

All Members


Castle:

All Members
(xii)
Cambrian Railways Trust




Councillor W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.
(xiii)     Market Traders Liaison Panel




All Councillors.



(xiv)
Oswestry Community Partnership




Councillor M. Bennett.

(xv)
Oswestry Market Town Partnership

Councillors M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull and J.G. Jones.
(xvi) 
Oswestry and District Sports Council
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

(xvii)
Homelessness in Oswestry Action Project


Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.

(xviii)
Oswestry and District Access Group


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

(xx)
Memorial Hall Trust


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon. 

(xxi)
Best Value Review Groups


Markets

All Members.

5.
MINUTES

To confirm minutes of meetings held on:

4th January, 2006
-
OTC/195/06 

16th January, 2006 
-
OTC/196/06

26th January, 2006 
-
OTC/197/06

27th March, 2006 
-
OTC/198/06 
6.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

To confirm a schedule of meetings for 2005/2006.
7.
STANDING COMMITTEES


To adopt the below minutes:


Markets and Car Parks Committee


23rd November, 2005
-
MCP/86/05

011th January, 2006

-
MCP/87/05

22nd February, 2006 
-
MCP/88/06

Finance and General Purposes Committee


12th September, 2005 
-
FGP/94/05


7th November, 2005 
-
FGP/95/05 


12th December, 2005
-
FGP/96/05


16th January, 2006 

-
FGP/97/06


13th February, 2006 
-
FGP/98/06 


Development and Planning


12th October, 2005

-
DPC/37/05


21st November, 2005 
-
DPC/38/05


19th December, 2005 
-
DPC/39/05


11th January, 2006 

-
DPC/40/06


13th February, 2006

-
DPC/41/06


6th March, 2006 

-
DPC/42/06 

Amenities

12th October, 2005

-
AC/80/05


30th November, 2005 
-
AC/81/05

22nd February, 2006 
-
AC/82/06
22nd March, 2006 

-
AC/83/06 

8.
LOCAL COUNCILS:  LOCAL VISION CONFERENCE

Invitation from NALC to appoint delegates to attend the above Conference at The Hotel Russell, London from 1st-2nd June 2006.  

Features and speakers include contributions from ODPM, the Lyons Inquiry, LGA and IDeA.   Oswestry Town Council is featured in the programme in the “Why Parishes Matter” section.    

RESOLVED that The Deputy Mayor and two Council representatives attend, interested Members to notify the Office and a ballot to take place, as appropriate.
9.
FRENCH MARKET  

The Council has been asked if it wishes to hold a French Food Market on the Central Car Park on Friday, 16th June, 2006.

The company is “Marche de France Ltd.“ who have held two previous markets on site.
RESOLVED to accept the invitation to hold the market on the 16th June, 2006, with a preference for a two day event, if possible.
10.
LOCAL COUNCILS - THE FUTURE/FUNDING 

A key issue for local councils has been the loss of business rates and repeated requests for direct benefit for this provision.  As part of the debate soon to take place the Town Clerk has prepared a suggestion that, if acceptable, could be fed to The National Association of Local Councils and form part of the Town Council presentation to the Local Councils:  Local Vision Conference in London in June.

RESOLVED to formally adopt the report and make the necessary submission to The National Association of Local Councils and to include it as part of the Town Council presentation to the event in London on the 1st/2nd June.






COUNCILLOR W.S. KEABLE,







                   MAYOR.
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