     






OTC/208/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on Monday, 9th July, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow),

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, M. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, 

W.S. Keable and W.O. Jones.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

71.
PRAYERS

At the outset of the meeting, prayers were said by the Chaplain to The Mayor, the Reverend Prebendary D.B. Crowhurst.

72.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

73.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted by Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon – holidays,  Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain - illness, 

R. Hoseason – holidays  and C. Schofield – work commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and approved.
74.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 9(b) as his wife is the manager of stalls to be involved in the Food and Drink Festival.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 9(b) as a former advisor to the Oswestry Food and Drink Festival Group.

75.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 19th April, 2007, OTC/208/07, 14th May 2007, OTC/209/07 and 11th June, 2007, OTC/210/07 were confirmed and signed. 

76.
STANDING COMMITTEES


RESOLVED the below minutes be adopted.


Markets and Car Parks Committee


24th May, 2007 

-
MCP/98/07
Finance and General Purposes Committee

11th June, 2007 

-
FGP/106/07

Development and Planning


4th June, 2007 

-
DPC/48/07
Amenities

14th March, 2007 

-
AC/89/07
77.
LARGE GRANTS SCHEME
Consideration of applications as received to the Large Grants Scheme:

(a) Oswestry Garden Society

RESOLVED to invite the applicant to reshape the bid in terms of real need and what financial or facilitating support is needed and the matter then to be reconsidered.

(b) Oswestry Food and Drink Festival Group
RESOLVED to consider the matter after the event when full financial information and performance data is available.
(c) Oswestry Olympians Athletics and Triathlon Club
RESOLVED
· As a gesture of immediate support, to make a grant of £1,000 and to invite the Council to consider restoring the £1,000 to the large grant scheme from alternative accounts for when a clearer picture on how the Council can more fully assist is available.  The grant to be paid to the Olympians when contracts are entered into.

· To assist a further debate on how the Council can more meaningfully contribute, the Marches School to be invited to repay their loan or to consider transferring the loan figure to the Olympians account in respect of the project.

· For a further debate, the Olympians be invited to update on progress at a Council meeting and the Council to record at this time a willingness for further grants or budget funds to be transferred from the Community Initiatives Budget, subject to a detailed revised application.
(d) Oswestry Community Action – Shopmobility
Councillor M. Chamberlain declared a personal interest as his wife is a user of the service.

RESOLVED that Shopmobility be invited to provide a presentation to a future meeting of the Council to ascertain the extent of the scheme, beneficiaries, capital and revenue split and future business plan.

78.
NALC/SALC MEMBERSHIP

Letter from Karen Roper, County Secretary, SALC indicating various issues regarding the Council’s future membership of the organisation.

In summary, the Council has expressed dissatisfaction with the performance of SALC in terms of its services and also its representational role, particularly with regard to the One Council for Shropshire consultation.  The Council did agree to defer its membership for twelve months but has asked NALC for affiliate membership and, if this is not possible, has indicated the intention to look for membership of an alternative County Association.  It is hoped that in due course either the Chairman and/or Chief Executive of NALC will attend a meeting with the Council to discuss the future links between Oswestry and NALC.  NALC have indicated that the current constitution does not permit affiliate membership, however it is pointed out that if Oswestry withdraws from its County and National Membership, then it will no longer have access to the local Area Committee, the NALC direct access service, legal advice or receive any discounts in respect of training and conferences.  

The Council is therefore asked to consider the current position and determine whether it wishes to remain within SALC or to canvass other County Associations for potential membership.


RESOLVED, after considerable debate:

· To pay the subscription for 2007/08 but to indicate to SALC that the Council’s prime reason for joining will be to attend review meetings of SALC and to take an active participation on the basis of dissatisfaction with the current service delivery and representational role.

· That rejoining would be subject to restoration of direct access.

· To record dissatisfaction with the NALC response that again ignores previous Conference decisions and opportunities afforded to the Chief Executive to drive an agenda of change within the organization.

79.
REVIEW OF SHROPSHIRE REGISTRATION SERVICE – NEW GOVERNANCE ARRANGEMENTS

Letter from the Democratic Services Manager, Shropshire County Council providing information on the intention to ask the Registrar General to approve changes to the way the registration service is provided in Shropshire.

RESOLVED to note the consultation document and simply to seek assurance that existing services should not be reduced.

80.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

