







OTC/221/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday, 31st March, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow)



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K.R. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 
M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 
J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason,

J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable.
In the Chair:  The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow)

Also in attendance:  Mr. G. Wilson, Acting Town Clerk




   Mr. R.A. Dyke, Finance Officer



129.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the 
public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.
130.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on items included on the agenda were declared as below in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED no declarations be recorded with the exception of:

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 – Qube – being the Council’s representative.
Councillor J.G. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 – Qube – being the Council’s representative.

Councillor W.S. Keable declared a personal interest in agenda item 13 – Severn Hospice – being a fundraiser.

131.
ACTING TOWN CLERK/SUPPORT OFFICER

The Mayor welcomed and introduced Mr. Graham Wilson to the Town 
Council who was fulfilling the Acting Town Clerk/Support Officer role to the 
Town Council during the Town Clerk’s sick leave period.
132. YOUR POLICE SERVICE 2008 AND BEYOND

Inspector Jim Stafford attended the meeting representing West Mercia to 
discuss with the Council about priorities outlined in the Consultation 
Document “Your Police Service 2008 and Beyond” in order to enable an 
exchange of views to take place, particularly regarding the issues and 
concerns surrounding Oswestry Town.

Acting Chief Inspector James Wells who was due to attend sent his 
apologies, due to a conflicting meeting in London that he had to be 
present at.


Inspector Stafford spoke on the “Your Views Count, Your Police Service 
2008 and Beyond” document in the local context.

Police priorities for 2008 were promoting community safety, protecting the 
public, improving customer satisfaction and confidence, tackling crime and 
organisational management.


With regard to promoting community safety, Inspector Stafford spoke of 
the successful CCTV partnership with the Town Council and efforts with 
the Crime Reduction Partnership to combat anti-social behaviour, 
particularly with regard to night time disturbances and binge drinking.


Inspector Stafford voiced his opinion that despite the recent murder in 
Oswestry this was a one off event and highlighting that the culprit had 
been apprehended within 24 hours and now faced court.


 A new Control Centre had been opened in Shrewsbury to direct calls 
speedily to the correct department.  Also local Officers had now been 
identified for every beat in the town, supported by Community Services 
Officers.


Inspector Stafford circulated recent crime statistics revealing 1,695 crimes 
in Oswestry town in 2006/07, reducing to 1,607 in 2007/08.

Questions were invited from Members and issues raised included a 
request for priorities for next year to be more concrete, a question whether 
crime statistics are lower as members of the public are reluctant to report 
incidents of crime, continuing damage to the Doctors’ fence in Cae Glas 
Park, facilities for reopening cells at Oswestry Station, the desire of the 
elderly to have a visible Police presence at night where gangs of youths 
congregate, the benefits of the Pub Watch Scheme and the need for 
victims of bag snatching to be kept informed of progress.

Inspector Stafford advised one of the priorities of the new Beat Officer in 
the town would be anti-social behaviour in Cae Glas Park.  Also with 
lighter nights approaching the three new mobile CCTV cameras could be 
used to attempt to apprehend offenders.

Enquiries were being pursued to install a new CCTV camera by the 
Bandstand.  Also with the introduction of Community Services Officers, 
Police presence in Oswestry had been increased by 9 Officers.


Following the session, Inspector Stafford was thanked for his attendance 
and for the information as provided.

133.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.
 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.
134.
MINUTES


Minutes of meetings held on 11th February, 2008 were confirmed and 
signed, OTC/220/08.
135.
LARGE GRANT SCHEME – THE PROJECT GROUP

The Council were invited to review the application from the Project Group 
which was deferred from the Chairman’s Group subject to a site visit held 
on 13th March, 2008.

Information was circulated with advice given that £900 remained in the 
2007/08 large grant budget.


RESOLVED a donation of £750 be made.

136.
STANDING COMMITTEES


RESOLVED the below minutes be adopted:

Markets and Car Parks Committee
20th February, 2008 
-
 MCP/103/08

Finance and General Purposes Committee

11th February, 2008 
-
FGP/112/08 


Development and Planning


3rd March, 2008 

- 
DPC/53/08 


12th March, 2008 

-
DPC/54/08
Amenities

23rdJanuary, 2008

-
AC/92/07
12th March, 2008 

-
AC/93/08
137.
STANDING ORDERS – REVIEW


Advice was given that the Chairman’s Group of the Council had been 
working on the comprehensive review of the Standing Orders of the 
Council.


The proposed revised document was circulated with suggested revisions 
outlined in red.


RESOLVED to adopt the revised Standing Orders.

138.
QUBE


Letter from Andrew Brown, Transport Manager, Oswestry Community 
Action, enclosing an application for a grant of £5,000 from the Town 
Council towards the Shopmobility service for the 2008/09 financial year.  
It was confirmed that Shopmobility was looking closely at its options for 
the future and would welcome the chance to meet with the Town Council 
and a 
representative of Shropshire County Council to discuss the various 
options.  A discussion report was to be provided in the near future that 
could form the basis for a meeting.


RESOLVED to note the letter and await the discussion report.  Mr. Brown 
to be invited to attend the next Council/Finance and General 
Purposes 
Committee meeting, as appropriate.
139.
SEVERN HOSPICE

Application from the Severn Hospice for a grant from the Large Grants 
Scheme.


£150 remained in the Large Grant Budget and it was


RESOLVED to vire £50 from the Small Grant Fund.  A donation of £200 to 
be made specifically for care of residents in Oswestry. 
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