OTC/207/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday, 26th March, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, K. Barrow,

M. Bennett, W. Benyon, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain,



Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

J.G. Jones, W.H. Jones and W.O. Jones.

At the outset of the meeting, prayers were said by the Chaplain to The Mayor, The Reverend Prebendary David Crowhurst.

8.
PUBLIC SESSION

For fifteen minutes previous to the commencement of the meeting, Members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.

RESOLVED to note no questions were asked.
9.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S.D. Edwards – work commitments, C. Schofield – work commitments.

RESOLVED the apologies, as provided, be accepted and recorded.

Absent:
Councillor M.A. Owen.

10.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley –  Agenda item 11© Large Grant Scheme – prejudicial interest as a member of Oswestry and District Arts Association.

Councillor W.H. Jones –  Agenda item 11(b) – Large Grant Scheme – prejudicial and personal interests as a member of Cambrian Railways Trust and a Trustee.
Councillor W.H. Jones – Agenda item 14 J-Ross Developments – Central Car Park and item 15 – Oswestry Town Council – Local Development Framework – prejudicial and personal interest having horse drawn vehicles stored at the sites.

Councillor M. Bennett – Agenda item 11© Large Grant Scheme -                    personal interest as a member of Oswestry and District Arts Association.

Councillor M. Bennett – Agenda item 11(b) – Large Grant Scheme – personal interest as representative of Oswestry Town Council on the Trust.

Councillor C. Schofield – Agenda item 11(b) – Large Grant Scheme – personal interest as representative of Oswestry Town Council on the Trust.

11. MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 15th January, 2007, OTC/206/07, were confirmed and signed.

12.
STANDING COMMITTEES
RESOLVED to adopt the below minutes:

Markets and Car Parks Committee


15th November, 2006
-
MCP/94/06


10th January, 2007 

-
MCP/95/07
Finance and General Purposes Committee


23rd October2006

-
FGP/102/06

11th December, 2006 
-
FGP/103/06
15th January, 2007 

-
FGP/104/07

Development and Planning


20th November, 2006 
-
DPC/44/06 


18th December, 2006 
-
DPC/45/06 
Amenities

11th October, 2006

-
AC/86/06 

29th November, 2006 
-
AC/87/06

24th January, 2007 

-
AC/88/07
13.
ELECTION OF THE MAYOR-ELECT 2007/2008

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow be elected as The Mayor-Elect for 2007/2008.

14.
ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR-ELECT 2007/2008
RESOLVED that Councillor J.G. Jones be elected as The Deputy Mayor-Elect for 2007/2008.

15.
LARGE GRANT SCHEME

At the start of the debate, it was

RESOLVED to buy up the £800 in the Small Grant Scheme as remaining to the Large Grant Scheme.

Consideration of an application for financial assistance as received from the Severn Hospice.

RESOLVED a grant of £300 be made.

Consideration of a request as received from Oswestry and District Arts Association.

Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.
RESOLVED a grant of £875 be made.
Consideration of an application as received from the Cambrian Railways Trust.

Councillor W.H. Jones left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.
RESOLVED a grant of £750 be made.
Consideration of an application as received from the Oswestry Women’s Aid.

RESOLVED an initial grant of £850 be made but inviting representatives to attend a future meeting with the Chairs Group to detail their application and alternative funding sources.  The Borough Council, in the meantime, to be asked to clarify their support, or otherwise, for the application and on the basis of the information gained, the Group to be directed in the appropriate application route within the Town Council for further possible funding.

Consideration of an application from The Kingswell Centre.

RESOLVED a donation of £845 be made.

16.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

