OTC/216/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Town Council held on Monday, 1st October, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow),

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, M. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.S. Keable 

and W.O. Jones. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

103 PRAYERS
At the outset of the meeting, prayers were said by the Chaplain to The Mayor, The Reverend Prebendary David Crowhurst.

104.
PUBLIC SESSION
For fifteen minutes previous to the meeting, members were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were present.

105.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted from Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley – 

family reasons, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments,

Councillor K. Barrow – Party Conference.   

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

106.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in agenda item 17 – Oswestry Garden Society – on the basis of personal knowledge of the Chairman of the Society.

Councillor M. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 5 – Oswestry Community Action Shopmobility – on the basis of occasionally using the service.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 5 – Oswestry Community Action Shopmobility – on the basis of occasionally using the service.

Councillor J.G. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 – Oswestry Olympians - on the basis of a family membership of the Olympians.

107.
CITIZENS ADVICE SHROPSHIRE

Linda Binns, Chairman of Trustees of Citizens Advice Shropshire and Jackie Jeffrey, Operational Manager, attended to outline the local and countywide changes to the service, following previous representations made by the Town Council.

Jackie Jeffrey provided an outline of how the service has changed, with a one telephone line service now provided that is indicating a huge demand.  The delivery of the service was explained, particularly the move towards IT but with an acknowledgement that funding for the service is extremely delicate.
Linda Binns, the Chairman of Trustees, highlighted the local focus for the Oswestry service but the reduction in days with an operational framework of two days a week but managed by an appointments system.  It was suggested that previous waiting problems have now been removed and a further day is provided for money and legal advice.  

At the conclusion of the presentation, a number of key questions were raised expressing concerns over the reduction in the service, the cost of training volunteers for such limited public availability and specific use of the legacy provided by the late Jan Snell.  

RESOLVED that the presentation and question and answer session be recorded for future reference.

108.
OSWESTRY COMMUNITY ACTION - SHOPMOBILITY

Mr. John Davies, Deputy Chief Executive of Transport, provided a presentation in support of the application for grant funding.


It was explained that Shopmobility opened in summer 2000 and is delivered as part of the community transport service.  It works extensively with business, supermarkets and tourist attractions and has a significant volunteer resource.  John Davies dealt extensively with the future development of the service and also its linkages with services such as Dial-A-Ride.  In terms of sustainability the Shopmobility strategy is aimed as a self financing resource but doubts do exist as to whether this can ever fully be achieved.  The service was highlighted as needing public support.
109.
OSWESTRY OLYMPIANS
John Hancock, Chairman of Oswestry Olympians attended to provide a presentation, confirming that the Olympians had raised £50,000 since Christmas.  This provided sufficient funding to now complete the first phase of the development at The Marches School in respect of resurfacing of tennis courts and providing long jump pitch and two run ups and a high jump bed.  A 60 metre straight is also available for hurdles.   The total cost has been £73,000.  The next stage in respect of the project is for an eight lane running track and this has been supported by The Marches School. Reference was made to the loss of Park Hall, however it was appreciated that some £400,000 plus will be needed to lay the track at The Marches School and the Olympians are confident that this can be delivered and would appreciate both Town Council, vocal and financial support.

In terms of their negotiations with The Marches School it was noted that a suggested 15 year community use agreement is being promoted and that the school will manage and maintain the facility.  In addition, the County Council have made a contribution by match funding the first phase.

110. ALLOCATION OF LARGE GRANT SCHEME
After presentations by various bodies in consideration of the application submitted by Oswestry Garden Society, it was 

RESOLVED that the following be actioned: 

Oswestry Community Action – Shopmobility
RESOLVED a grant of £5,000 be made for 2007/2008.
Oswestry Olympians

RESOLVED that £4,000 be transferred from the Community Initiatives Budget to the larger grant scheme and allocated specifically to the Olympians as an immediate gesture of support to help attract match funding.
It was further RESOLVED 

· On the basis of the Olympians securing satisfactory community use agreements from the County Council for The Marches School, that the Council indicate a further willingness to consider a phased funding support for the track provision, specifically from available community initiatives budget, based upon a detailed and costed business plan and awareness of potential external funding support guaranteed by security of tenure.

· The Council to seek a place on the Development Board for the project to maintain a watching brief and to assist the Olympians in project development funding seeking and securing maintenance and site safeguards.

· The Council to review its total grants and donations scheme, including the Community Initiatives Budget, as appropriate.

Oswestry Garden Society 

RESOLVED a donation of £250 be made.

With regard to the Oswestry Garden Society, Councillor R. Hoseason left the room, taking no part in discussion or voting.

111.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on the below dates 
were confirmed and signed.
4th July, 2007

 
-
OTC/211/07

9th July 2007 


-
OTC/212/07

16th July, 2007 

-
OTC/213/07

23rd July, 2007 

-
OTC/214/07

3rd September, 2007 
-
OTC/215/07

112.
STANDING COMMITTEES


RESOLVED to adopt the below minutes:


Markets and Car Parks Committee


4th July, 2007 

-
MCP/99/07
Finance and General Purposes Committee

3rd September, 2007 
-
FGP/108/07 


Development and Planning


9th July, 2007 

-
DPC/49/07 
Amenities

27th June, 2007 

-
AC/90/07 
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