







OTC/227/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday, 14th July, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton,

Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull,

Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.R. Evans, W.O. Jones,

W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk

                                    The Revd. G. Hodson, Mayor’s Chaplain.

164.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow 
– illness, Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

165. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on items included on the 

agenda were declared as below in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local 
Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) 
(England) Order 2001.
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 4 – Shopmobility as a user of the scheme.

166.
OSWESTRY WELSH BORDER TOURISM


Following the annual meeting of the Council it was 


RESOLVED to clarify that the Council had made no nomination to the 
Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd., however Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull and 
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain would continue to represent the Town 
Council on Oswestry Borderland Tourism.

167.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 19th May, 2008, OTC/223/08,

11th June, 2008, OTC/224/08 and 25th June, 2008, OTC/225/08


were confirmed and signed.
168.
OSWESTRY VILLAGE GREEN

Members considered a response from the Commons Registration Officer, 
Shropshire County Council, together with a copy of a second further 
advice from Vivien Chapman, Q.C. in the matter of a further application to 
register the Railway Land, Oswestry, Shropshire as a new town green.


In summary, the Inspector said that having given all due consideration to 
the Town Council’s letter of the 7th July, he maintained the 
recommendation in his report of the 25th May, 2008 suggesting that the 
second further advice should be circulated to the applicants, the objectors 
and to the Town Council.  After debate, it was 


RESOLVED to record disappointment with the response and to reply 
expressing surprise from the Town Council that the Barrister was asked 
to give a second opinion and that an independent source was not 
instructed for this important part of the process.
169.
OSWESTRY SHOPMOBILITY

Oswestry Shopmobility Scheme applied to the Town Council for grant 
funding.  The application was referred to the Council and Mr. Andrew 
Brown, Transport Manager, Oswestry Community Action attended to 
provide the information as required by the Council.  The presentation 
outlined the critical requirement for funding from the Town Council for the 
scheme to survive and the fact that Shopmobility was now looking towards 
creating a partnership, building towards a financial strategy that was 
sustainable for the future.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To confirm a grant for £5,000 to Shopmobility for 2008/2009.

· To indicate a willingness to attend a meeting of interested parties to attempt to develop a strategy that will provide a sustainable future for this highly valued local service.

170.
NEW ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR SHROPSHIRE COUNTY 
COUNCIL

The Boundary Committee for England has been conducting an electoral 
review of Shropshire to ensure that the new Unitary authority which takes 
on all local government functions for the County in 2009 has new and 
appropriate electoral arrangements.  The draft recommendations have 
been published and provided for discussion.


After considerable debate, it was RESOLVED
· To challenge the report from The Boundary Committee that generally offers the wrong solutions and appears to have ignored community aspirations.

· To indicate that the proposals for Oswestry do not provide for an equality of representation.

· To voice that as the last review of boundaries has only recently undertaken, that confirmation be sought that existing parish and town council boundaries within the Oswestry area should remain.
171.
INDEPENDENT POLICY COMMISSION ON PRIMARY SCHOOL 
ORGANISATION


Letter from Neil Kinghan, Chair, Independent Policy Commission – 
Primary School Organisation inviting the Council to submit their views to 
the Commission.


The terms of reference for the Policy Commission setting out in some 
detail the scope of the Policy Commission were provided.  In addition, 
the membership of the Commission was included in the Terms of 
Reference.  


RESOLVED the information be noted but no response be made.
172.
ROLE OF TOWN COUNCILS – UNITARY SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL

A letter was provided from The Mayor of Church Stretton Town Council 
attempting to establish meetings with Councillor colleagues across the 
County.  The summary of correspondence relates to shared concerns that 
there do not currently appear to be the mechanisms in place for the views 
of Town Councils to be discussed and shared with the Shropshire 
Association of Local Councils so that SALC can effectively represent in 
the negotiations with the Implementation Executive.


RESOLVED

· To note the action of Church Stretton Town Council.
· To authorise The Mayor and Town Clerk to attend any future meetings as they consider appropriate.
173.
LARGER LOCAL COUNCILS MEETING

Oswestry Town Council had arranged the first two Larger Local Councils 
meetings with some success and it was agreed that a meeting would be 
held in the summer at Bridgnorth Town Council.  The Shropshire 
Association of Local Councils had liaised with Bridgnorth Town Council 
and produced an agenda for a meeting on the 22nd July at Bridgnorth 
Town Council Offices.  After general discussion, it was


RESOLVED that the Council should attend the meeting and be 
represented by Councillors M. Bennett, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and the 
Town Clerk. 


It was Further RESOLVED to note with pleasure that Councillor M. 
Bennett had been offered the opportunity to chair the meeting by The 
Shropshire Association of Local Councils.

174.
CCTV IN SHROPSHIRE CONFERENCE

Invitation from the Anti-Social Behaviour Programme Delivery 
Officer, Safer Shropshire Partnership to appoint a delegate to attend the 
forthcoming CCTV in Shropshire Conference to be held on the 17th 
September, 2008 at The Albrighton Hall Hotel, Shrewsbury.






RESOLVED Councillor W. Benyon be authorised to attend.
175.
BEST VALUE – PERFORMANCE INFORMATION

The Council is no longer obliged to produce a Best Value Performance 
Plan, however it did agree that it would produce some form of 
performance information.  The Town Clerk had produced a Draft Annual 
Report for 2007/2008 that details the issues and successes of the 
Council and, in addition, has taken the Best Value Performance Plan 
and converted each portfolio into a series of service areas.  These contain 
background, financial information, objectives, targets, responsibilities, risk 
and monitoring arrangements.  The Council was asked to consider these 
as an initial exercise and delegate authority, as appropriate, to Standing 
Committees  to finalise the documents previous to publication.


 RESOLVED to adopt the annual report and publish and with regard to the 
Service Plans to also adopt, in principle, each Service Plan to be referred 
to the relevant Committee for finalisation and adoption.
176.
INFORMATION GOVERNANCE GUIDANCE – PARISH COUNCILS

RESOLVED to note information from Shropshire County Council 
concerning Data Protection, Freedom of Information and Information 
Security.

177.
QUALITY PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS SCHEME – UPDATE

Letter from the Local Council Development Officer, Shropshire Association 
of Local Councils providing information from NALC concerning the launch 
of the updated Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme.


In summary, the Council would be required to submit their application for 
re-accreditation by the 30th September.


RESOLVED to note the matter and to invite a report from the Town Clerk 
on meeting the new challenges for Quality Parish Status and, in particular, 
refreshing the Market Town Plan with its community empowerment. 

178.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item concerning contractual and legal matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

