MCP/102/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 9th January, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The  Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow,

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. 

Hawksley,  R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and 

W.S. Keable. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

383.
PUBLIC SESSION


For 15 minutes in advance of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions would be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.
RESOLVED to note that no questions were raised.
384.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted by Councillor Mrs. M. Chamberlain –illness, Councillor M. Chamberlain – work commitments and Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.
385.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED to acknowledge and record a prejudicial interest in agenda item 22 – Oswestry Smithfield from Councillor K.R. Barrow on the basis of him being a Portfolio Holder for Planning at Oswestry Borough Council.

360. MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 14th November, 2007, MCP/100107, were confirmed and signed.
361.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to 31st December, 2007.

RESOLVED Report TC/1670/07 be adopted.
362.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st December, 2007.

RESOLVED Report TC/1671/07 be adopted.
363.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st December, 2007.

RESOLVED Report TC/1672/07 be adopted.
364.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued 

up to 31st  November, 2007.

RESOLVED Report TC/1673/07 be adopted.
365.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 31st November, 2007.


RESOLVED Report TC/1674/07 be adopted.
366.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 31st December, 2007.

RESOLVED Report TC/1675/07 be adopted.
367.
MARKET THROUGHPUT
Report from The Finance Officer on Market Throughput for the period October – December 2007.

RESOLVED Report TC/1676/07 be adopted.

368.
CROSSING – MEMORIAL HALL
Concerns were voiced over the potential need for a pedestrian access from the Memorial Hall to Festival Square on the basis of the width of the road and the number of pedestrian movements.  After discussion, it was recognized that as this was not an agenda item, that it be

RESOLVED that any Member feeling strongly about the matter should submit a formal Notice of Motion to the next Committee meeting for formal consideration and to canvass opinions.
369.
NABMA RETAIL FORUM
RESOLVED to adopt a report on a meeting of the Retail Forum held on the 1st November, 2007.

370.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVEL
RESOLVED to note an update report from the Town Clerk confirming that all units in the Powis Hall were let.

371.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE

Report from the Community Services Officer on the market performance over the last six weeks, including matters relating to introducing the market into Bailey Street.


RESOLVED Report TC/1677/07 be adopted.

372.
OSWESTRY FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL

Letter from the Chairman, Oswestry Food and Drink Festival, seeking physical and financial assistance from the Town Council in respect of the 2008 event scheduled for the 12th and 13th July, 2008.

RESOLVED to support the concept of the Festival and to encourage arrangements and to offer a meeting to the Organising Committee to establish exactly what is needed from the Town Council in terms of labour and financial support.  This to assist further discussion.

373. NEW STREET, OSWESTRY
Further to representations from the Markets and Car Parks Committee, the Assistant Divisional Surveyor, Shropshire County Council, has written to confirm that “I share your concerns over the condition of New Street, Oswestry and have forwarded your letter to the relevant department.  There is a Section 278 agreement in place with the developers of Wilkinsons to include the street’s upgrading.”
RESOLVED the update information be noted.
374. MARKET CHARGES 2008/2009
RESOLVED all rents be increased by 3%.

375. CAR PARKING CHARGES 2008/2009
To review all car parking charges for the above period.  Current rates are detailed below:

CENTRAL CAR PARK

	0  - 1  HOURS
	40p

	1  -  2  HOURS
	70p

	2  - 4  HOURS
	£1.20

	4  - 6  HOURS
	£2.00

	OVER 6  HOURS
	£5.00

	DISABLED PARKING
	40P


HORSEMARKET CAR PARK

	0  - 1  HOURS
	40p

	1  -  2  HOURS
	60p

	2  - 4  HOURS
	£1.00

	4  - 6  HOURS
	£1.80

	OVER 6  HOURS
	£5.00

	DISABLED PARKING
	FREE


SMITHFIELD STREET CAR PARK

	0  - 1  HOURS
	40p

	1  -  2  HOURS
	70p

	2  - 4  HOURS
	£1.20

	4  - 6  HOURS
	£2.00

	OVER 6  HOURS
	£5.00

	DISABLED PARKING
	FREE


In the past the Council has indicated a willingness to consider a revised parking charge for Sundays and for evening usage after 6.00 p.m.  A policy decision is therefore invited, acknowledging the necessary changes required to the Traffic Orders.

RESOLVED to leave all car parking charges for 2008/09 unchanged and to review the matter as part of the proposed new car parking management system intended for 2009/2010.

376.
DECRIMINALISED PARKING ENFORCEMENT – SHROPSHIRE – CONSENT TO ATTACHED SIGN TO PROPERTY

Letter from Mouchel, on behalf of Shropshire County Council, looking for consent to the attachment of a sign to the Powis Hall.

RESOLVED

· To ask the County Council to review the evening use of the Bailey Head and to formalize car parking on it on the basis of established use, safety for pedestrians during evening hours and to support the evening economy in this area of Oswestry.

· To express concern at the content of the proposed sign that does not reflect the needs of the markets on Wednesday, Saturday, Farmer and Speciality markets.  In addition, to suggest that the sign is not illuminated and therefore will not be noticed during evening hours.  The County Council therefore be invited to review the matter and consider the above response and reply accordingly.

377.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

