MCP/104/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 9th April, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The  Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow,

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley,  R. Hoseason, 

J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer.

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

401.
PUBLIC SESSION


For 15 minutes in advance of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions would be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.
RESOLVED to note that no questions were raised.
402.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted by Councillor F.D. Aldridge – holidays, Councillors K. Barrow and W. Benyon – attending a football match,

Mrs. M. Benyon – meeting, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness,

Councillors M. & Mrs. M.E.  Chamberlain – illness.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.
403.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED to acknowledge and record a personal interest in agenda item 8 – Farmers’ Market from Councillor W.O. Jones due to his wife being a member of the Country Market.

404.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 20th February, 2008 , MCP/103/08, were confirmed and signed.

405.
PARK RIGHT

Following concerns recently voiced regarding Park Right’s operations in 
the town centre, Mr. Sandy Harper from Park Right and Ron Buzzacott 
from Shropshire County Council attended in order to address Members’ 
concerns.


Mr. Harper highlighted that in November 2006, following Police withdrawal 
from parking enforcement, Park Right was set up with Shropshire County 
Council and other partners in order to enforce parking in towns.  This was 
a brand new role, many lessons had to be learnt regarding enforcement 
and legislation.  Initially some good and bad press publicity was received, 
however responses from general motorists were good.  In particular, bus 
companies and delivery drivers were appreciative of the new system as 
they were able to conduct their business properly and safely and meet 
deadlines.  None of the regulations which were already in place were 
altered after November 2006, changes were noticed due to the regulations 
being strictly enforced.  It was emphasized that anybody who parks 
incorrectly will be issued with a ticket and that this system is here to stay 
and there will be no reversing to the previous lenient system.  It was 
stressed that the aim is to benefit everyone and enforce safe parking in all 
towns.


Mr. Buzzacott from Shropshire County Council assured Members that


Park Right attendants had no targets to meet and are only there to make 
parking safe.  However, he did recognize that there were some issues 
which may need to be addressed and comments on any problems would 
be welcomed and considered at their quarterly meetings.  It was noted 
that Shropshire County Council are one of the best authorities at 
processing appeals in the country and it is hoped that this will continue.


Park Right also requested that they be informed of any events which are 
to be held in the town, therefore enabling them to assist.  With regard to 
waivers and permits, there are three types available ranging from daily 
waivers to those covering a longer period.  These are issued by the 
County Council and the local office to Oswestry is at Whittington.  These 
permits can also be acquired on line through the County Council website.  
After considerable discussion, it was


RESOLVED to note the report and Park Right and Shropshire County 
Council were thanked for their attendance at the meeting.

406.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to 31st March, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1717/08 be adopted.
407.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st March, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1718/08 be adopted.
408.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers up to 31st March, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1719/08 be adopted.
409.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued 

up to 28th February, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1720/08 be adopted.
410.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 28th February, 2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1721/08 be adopted.
411.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 31st March, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1722/08 be adopted.
412.
MARKET INCOME

Report from the Finance Officer on Market Income for the period January 
– March 2008 and a cumulative total for 2007/2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1723/08 be adopted.
413.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVELS
An update report from the Community Services Officer on the occupancy levels in the Powis Hall.

RESOLVED to note that there is currently one vacant unit available.

414.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE

Report from the Community Services Officer on the markets performance over the last six weeks, including matters relating to introducing the market into Bailey Street and an advertising campaign for 2008.  


RESOLVED 

· That TC/1724/08 be noted.

· That a publicity campaign in the Shropshire Star Group which includes Shrewsbury Chronicle, Newport Advertizer/Market Drayton Advertizer, Bridgnorth Journal, Shropshire Star Journal, Mid Wales Journal, Telford Journal, Ludlow Journal and Hereford and Leominster Journal be entered into.  Likewise an advertising scheme in the North Wales Newspapers Media Ltd. incorporating Denbighshire Free Press, County Times, Border Counties Advertizer, Chester and District Standard, Ellesmere Port Standard, Flintshire Standard, North Wales Chronicle, North Wales Pioneer, Rhyl, Prestatyn and Abergele Journal and the Wrexham Leader also be entered into and the Community Services Officer enter into negotiations on costings.

· That the Council do not proceed with an order for plastic carrier bags in an attempt to protect the environment.
415.
PUBLIC INFORMATION PILLARS
The Council previously expressed an interest in exploring the concept of public information pillars.  A meeting was held on the 15th January and a number of town sites were identified, some of which are on Town Council land.  The principle is that the company, with agreement for use of the site, obtain planning permission and the contract includes for all maintenance, cleaning etc. with the company in addition securing the advertisements.  A percentage of this is paid to the land owner.  

Following further enquiries, the Council have been assured that the implementation of these structures would have no cost implications with all expenses being met via advertising acquired by the company.

Members were asked to consider the feasibility of introducing these pillars into the town centre and highlight the preferred sites.  After some discussion, it was

RESOLVED that the following areas would be preferential for the siting of these items:

· Reference OSW002     Cross Street Motorworld

· Reference OSW004     Blackgate Street Sainsbury’s entrance

· Reference OSW006     Central Car Park The Oswestrian 


Members offered observations that the remainder of the sites were not 
suitable for this type of public information pillar.

416.
COIN COUNTER
The existing coin counter was originally purchased some fifteen years ago.  Unfortunately it is now regularly breaking down and although it has been repaired it is unreliable.  This is an essential piece of equipment and members are asked to consider the purchase of a replacement item.  The cost of which will be £2,500 + VAT.

RESOLVED that a replacement coin counter be purchased at a cost of £2,500 plus VAT.
417.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972 the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to leasing matters and it is therefore recommended that the public and press be excluded.
