MCP/103/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 20th February, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow,

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. M. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss. B.Y. Gull,

Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and 

W.S. Keable. 

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

382.
PUBLIC SESSION


For 15 minutes in advance of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions would be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.
RESOLVED to note that no questions were raised.
383.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitments, Councillor K. Barrow – meeting clash, Councillor W. Benyon – family commitments, Councillor Bickerton – absent, Councillor M. Chamberlain – work commitments, and Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.
384.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED to acknowledge and record a personal interest in agenda item 14 – Access for All from Councillor Mrs. E. Channon on the basis of being the Council’s representative on the Access Group and Councillor Mrs. M. Chamberlain as she is the Vice-Chair of the Access Group.  Councillor W.O. Jones expressed a personal interest in items 7 & 16 – Farmers Markets due to his wife being a committee member from the Country Markets.  

385.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 9th January, 2008, MCP/102/08, were confirmed and signed.
386.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to 31st January, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1684/08 be adopted.
387.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st January, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1685/08 be adopted.
388.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st January, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1686/08 be adopted.
389.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued 

up to 31st January, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1687/08 be adopted.
390.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 31st January, 2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1688/08 be adopted.
391.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 11th February, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1689/07 be adopted.
391.
PAY AND DISPLAY ENFORCEMENT
Report from The Finance Officer on statistics relating to Pay and Display Enforcement up to 31st December, 2007.

RESOLVED Report TC/1690/08 be adopted.

392.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVEL
Update from the Community Services Officer on the Powis Hall Occupancy levels.

RESOLVED to note update report from the Community Services Officer confirming that all units in the Powis Hall were let.

393.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE

Report from the Community Services Officer on the market performance over the last six weeks, including matters relating to introducing the market into Bailey Street and an advertising campaign for 2008.  

The report also included a request to transfer the farmers’ Market to a revised March date.  After some consideration it was 


RESOLVED that
· The information provided in the report be noted.

· The eco friendly bags purchased in partnership with the Oswestry branch of the NMTF be given to regular customers on a free of charge basis 

· Investigations be made into the possibility of holding a tasting stall run by traders incorporating the types of food which can be purchased within the market.

· To investigate a wider advertising campaign to incorporate areas outside the County and report findings to a future meeting.

· To approach Shropshire County Council with regard to signage in the town centre.

· To move forward with the purchase of 500 balloons advertising Oswestry Town Market.

· To accept the offer made by the Oswestry Advertizer for a double page spread to include photographs and editorial on the markets.  This is to be sponsored by other town centre businesses through advertising at no cost to the Town Council.

· To agree in principle to the March Farmers’ Market being held on 21st of the month based on gaining the agreement of all Farmers’ Market traders.

394.
ACCESS FOR ALL
Letter from the Oswestry and District Access Group confirming that it is launching a campaign to make Oswestry one of the most accessible towns in Shropshire.  The Access Group aims to improve accessibility to shops and businesses for mothers of young children, people with disabilities, older people, those with visual and hearing impairment and all citizens of the town, regardless of race, creed, colour, or gender.  After consideration it was

RESOLVED that a letter of support for their campaign be forwarded to the Access Group.

395.
PUBLIC INFORMATION PILLARS
The Council expressed an interest in exploring the concept of public information pillars and, as such, a meeting was held on the 15th January and a number of town sites were identified, some of which are on Town Council land.  The principle is that the company, with agreement for use of the site, obtain planning permission and the contract includes for all maintenance, cleaning etc. with the company as well securing the advertisements and a percentage being paid to the land owner.  A draft contract is awaited however there is no extended period and indications suggest that the arrangement can be terminated with ease if complete satisfaction is not evident.  After considerable debate it was
RESOLVED that further information be acquired and placed before a future meeting.

396.
FARMERS’ MARKET 
At a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks committee on the 18th December, 2002, it was agreed in principle to offer Farmers’ Market traders an incentive, whereby anyone attending for 5 consecutive markets, qualifies for the 6th free of charge.  The Internal Auditor has raised the matter as it would appear the offer was never implemented.

The Council was therefore asked if it wished to apply this original intention or withdraw.  The scheme that was actually set up was that traders paying for 3 markets in advance get the 4th date free.  It was 

RESOLVED that the regime of traders paying for 3 markets in advance getting the 4th free would be continued.  

397.
“STREETS ALIVE”
Feedback from Councillor representatives who attended the “Streets Alive” Seminar, organised by Oswestry Town Council as part of the NABMA SLA on the 31st January, 2008.

It was reported that this seminar was extremely interesting with very illuminating speakers.  Thanks were expressed to Oswestry Town Council staff for setting up the seminar and the hard work which that involved.  

Antony Worral Thompson who presented the awards for the Market of the Year was supportive of the event and the Councilors who attended were grateful for being given the opportunity to become involved. 

It was RESOLVED that this information be noted. 

398.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In terms of Schedule 12A, Local Government Act 1972 the following items will be likely to disclose exempt information relating to leasing matters and it is therefore recommended that the public and press be excluded.
