MCP/94/06

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 15th November, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon,

Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley and J.G. Jones.

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer.

In the Chair:  Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull.

213.
PUBLIC SESSION
An opportunity was given for 15 minutes in advance of the meeting for questions from the public on local issues etc.


RESOLVED to note that no questions were posed.
214.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors 
Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, W.H. Jones,

W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Absent:  Councillors K. Barrow, S.D. Edwards and M.A. Owen.
125.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal 

 interest in item 3 – Central Car Park – Anti Social Driving, due to her daughter being employed in the Education Branch of West Mercia Police.

126.
CENTRAL CAR PARK – ANTI SOCIAL DRIVING
Presentation by Inspector Jim Stafford and Sergeant Conrad Smith, West Mercia Constabulary attended to outline the successes or failures of the trial closure of the entrance to the car park during the last month in the late evenings.
The Police Officers highlighted the background to the issues related to Central Car Park.  In the main these referred to:

· large groups congregating on Central Car Park until the early hours of the morning, therefore causing disturbance to local residents.  

· The large quantities of rubbish which the groups accumulated.  

· The driving at speed through the town centre, with many of the vehicles having modified exhaust systems which subsequently caused excessive noise.  

It was also stated that the open nature of Central Car Park made an attractive venue for vehicles to rendezvous and promenade.  CCTV footage highlighting these issues was provided and Members were able to view vehicles carrying out dangerous maneuvers and causing hazards to boni fide vehicles parking in the car park and also pedestrians.

The Inspector outlined that this is not a new problem and the residents of Regent Court had been submitting complaints for several years.  It was also noted that many of the vehicles attending the site are from Wrexham, Welshpool, Chirk and beyond.  Many initiatives have been introduced and surveys carried out, however the situation remained a problem and on the 27th September the Police Service appealed to the Town Council for their assistance in closing the car park between the hours of 9.30 p.m. and 

6.30 a.m.  This pilot scheme was initiated on the 16th October and the results of the trials are as follows:

· There have been no incidents reported on Central Car Park.

· There have been no incidents reported in the remainder of the town centre.

· Anti social drivers have not been congregating in the car park before

closure.

· The closure has deterred boy racers from other areas coming into the town centre.

To date, thirteen letters of thanks have been received from residents of Regents Court, all of which express grateful thanks for the work which has been carried out to alleviate the problem.

In concluding the presentation, Inspector Stafford said he felt the pilot had been an outstanding success and urged the Council to take steps to make this night-time closure a permanent feature.  It was 

RESOLVED to note this report and agreed that the West Mercia Police would continue to close the entrance to the car park during the evenings until after the Christmas period, at which time the Council would review the situation.

127.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 20th September, 2006, MCP/93/06, were confirmed and signed.
128.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers April to October 2006 inclusive, TC/1529/06.
129.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers April to October 2006 inclusive.

TC/1530/06.
130.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st October 2006 inclusive,   

TC/1531/06.
131.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued April – October 2006, TC/1532/06.
132.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks April – October 2006, TC/1533/06.
133.
SMITHFIELD TOLLS 

RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on Smithfield tolls for the period July – September 2005, TC/1534/06.
134.
SMITHFIELD TOLLS 

RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on Smithfield tolls for the period October – December 2005, TC/1535/06.
135.
SMITHFIELD TOLLS 

RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on Smithfield tolls for the period January – March 2006, TC/1536/06.
136.
SMITHFIELD TOLLS 

RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on Smithfield tolls for the period April – June 2006, TC/1537/06.
137.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 6th November, 2006, TC/1538/06.
138.
MARKET THROUGHPUT
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on Market Throughput for the period July to September 2006, TC/1539/06.
139.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVEL
RESOLVED to note the verbal report from the Community Services Officer that at the present time there are no units available in the Powis Hall Market.

140.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE
Report from the Community Services Officer on the market performance over the last six weeks.  It was RESOLVED
(a)
To note Report TC/1540/06.
(b)
To contact market trader Mr. Bailey with regard to his inconsistency in opening his units. 

141.
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH MARKET AUTHORITIES 


RESOLVED to note the following reports:
(a) Report from the Chief Executive to the NABMA Management Board 


26th October, 2006.  

(b) Report from the SLA Manager to the NABMA Management Board at Chesterfield on 26th October, 2006.  

(c) Copy of a  programme Showcasing Markets event being organized for the 31st January, 2007.  

(d)
Market of the Year 2007 details of the Competition being sponsored by NABMA and KPR Midlink. 
It was further RESOLVED to thank the NABMA staff for their work over the last year.
142.
MEETING WITH SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

The Council was advised that the Town Clerk had met with the new Assistant Director, CESD., Shropshire County Council following his recent appointment.  The Assistant Director had confirmed that he would look into issues surrounding access to the Horsemarket, licensed closure of Bailey Street for market purposes, progress with the traffic light schemes at Salop Road/Middleton Road and indicated a willingness to continue holding the liaison meetings between elected Members of County, Borough and Town Councils.

It was RESOLVED to note this information and suggest that a meeting be held as soon as possible in order to discuss these issues.
143.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

