MCP/95/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 10th January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, K. Barrow,

M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.H. Jones and W.O. Jones.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

238.
PUBLIC SESSION
An opportunity was given for 15 minutes in advance of the meeting for questions from the public on local issues etc.


RESOLVED to note that no questions were asked.
239.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted by Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness, Councillor S.D. Edwards - Holidays, Councillor C. Schofield –

work commitments.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.
Absent:  Councillor M.A. Owen.
241. DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor W.H. Jones declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 11 – Powis Hall Occupancy Level and agenda item 12 – Market Performance – on the basis of a member of the family operating a stall in the Powis Hall.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 – Farmers’ Market – on the basis of an immediate family member being involved in the Farmers’ Market.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 22 – Powis Hall DDA – due to her disability.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 22 – Powis Hall DDA – due to mobility difficulties.

241.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 15th November, 2006, MCP/94/06, were confirmed and signed.

242.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to 31st December, 2006 inclusive, TC/1557/06.

RESOLVED the report be noted with disquiet.
243.
SATURDAY MARKET
Update Report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st December, 2006.

RESOLVED Report TC/1558/06 be noted.
244.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st December, 2006 .   

RESOLVED Report TC/1559/06 be adopted.
245.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to 31st December, 2006. 
RESOLVED Report TC/1560/06 be adopted.

246.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 31st December, 2006. 


RESOLVED Report TC/1561/06 be adopted.
247.
MARKET THROUGHPUT
Report from The Finance Officer on Market Throughput for the period October to December, 2006.

RESOLVED

· Report TC/1562/06 be noted.
· To note with concern the market performance during the quarter and to acknowledge that key decisions will need to be taken by the Council and Markets and Car Parks Committee in the near future.
248.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVEL
Councillor W.H. Jones declared a prejudicial interest and left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.

RESOLVED to note the update report from the Town Clerk confirming that at the present time the market remains full.

249.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE
Report from the Community Services Officer on the market performance 

over the last six weeks, TC/1563/06.
Councillor W.H. Jones declared a prejudicial interest and left the 

Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.

In addition, the Committee considered a letter from four representatives of 

the National Market Traders’ Committee, Oswestry Branch, raising issues 

concerning the fall off in trade and other matters relating to location and 

promotion. 

On the basis of the above it was suggested by the Town Clerk that a 

specific markets event is held during late January, early February in 

addition to the proposed meeting with County and Borough Councils in an 

attempt to further relaunch markets for 2007.  After discussion, it was 

RESOLVED
· To terminate the license of the furniture trader in the Powis Hall, due 

to breach of license.
· To acknowledge the intention for a meeting with the County and Borough Councils to look at options for siting of the market, the meeting to include the Chairman and Mayor.

· To confirm, in principle, agreement for certain stalls to be sited in Bailey Street as soon as possible, with delegated authority to proceed to The Mayor and Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee.

· To look to arrange a Market Conference of town interests, to share opportunities and ideas, aiming to a relaunch towards the Easter period.  Issues for the Conference debate to include location, promotion, layout, speciality events etc.

· The Community Services Officer to primarily be involved in market activities as a priority, above other duties, on Wednesday and Saturday each week.

· The Community Services Officer to invite the Shropshire Magazine to undertake a feature on the markets and the farmers’ market in a future edition.
250.
MARKET CHARGES 2007/2008

Councillor W.H. Jones declared a prejudicial interest and left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.

The Committee formally reviewed all market charges for the forthcoming financial year in preparation for consideration at the annual Budget Meeting of the Council.

RESOLVED all outdoor market events and farmers’ market charges rise by 3%.
251.
CAR PARKING CHARGES

Consideration of all car parking charges for the 2007/2008 financial year to enable viewpoints to be expressed at the Budget Meeting of the Council.

In addition, the Town Clerk and Finance Officer had submitted a proposal 

regarding amendments to mid tariff bandings as, if adopted, could produce a potential increase in income of £61,145 for the 2007/2008 financial year.

After discussion, it was 

RESOLVED 

· To accept the charges as suggested by the Town Clerk and Finance Officer and the Car Parking Orders to be amended accordingly.  Charges as below:


Central Car Park

	Denomination
	Suggested Increase

	0hr to 1 hr
	40p

	1hr to 2hrs
	70p

	2hrs to 4hrs
	£1.20

	4hrs to 6hrs
	£2.00

	Over 6hrs
	£5

	Disabled
	40p



Horsemarket Car Park

	Denomination
	Suggested Increase

	0hr to 1 hr
	40p

	1hr to 2hrs
	60p

	2hrs to 4hrs
	£1.00

	4hrs to 6hrs
	£1.80

	Over 6hrs
	£5



Smithfield Street Car Park

	Denomination
	Suggested Increase

	0hr to 1 hr
	40p

	1hr to 2hrs
	70p

	2hrs to 4hrs
	£1.20

	4hrs to 6hrs
	£2.00

	Over 6hrs
	£5


· To acknowledge the merit of investigating different charging arrangements for a Sunday, a series of performance reports to be presented throughout the year, looking to a policy debate in December to enable changes to be made to the Traffic Order in 2008/09, if considered appropriate.

252.
MARKETS INDUSTRY FORUM
Report on a meeting of the Markets Industry Forum held on the 2nd November, 2006 at the NMTF Offices, Barnsley.

RESOLVED the report be adopted.

253.
CENTRAL CAR PARK – ANTI-SOCIAL DRIVING 
Further to MCP/94/06, Minute 126, the Committee was invited to receive any update following the ongoing closure of the car park during the evenings over and since the Christmas period.

RESOLVED

· To continue the arrangements until the end of March 2007 as an ongoing trial.

· To invite the Police to the March meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee to give the overall impact on Oswestry as a result of the action taken at the Central Car Park.
254.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

