MCP/100/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 19th September, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, J.R. Evans. Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley,  J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk




    7 members of the public

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

362.
PUBLIC SESSION


For 15 minutes in advance of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions would be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.

363.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted by The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow - illness, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton - illness, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – Party Conference, Councillor R. Hoseason  - Party Conference, Councillors. M. and Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – holiday commitments, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.
364.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note that no interests were declared.

365.
TRINITY AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
Following questions raised in a public session recently and a subsequent meeting with the Town Clerk, the Trinity Area Residents’ Association had asked to give a presentation to the Council.  An outline of the presentation was provided in writing, with the Association fundamentally asking the Council to open up a new exit from the town’s Central Car Park.

The Association represents over 130 residents of Ferrers Road, Roft Street and Stewart Road. The basis of the presentation was to invite the Council to revisit aspects of the car park which should include redesign and management to the highest of standards. 

In conclusion to the presentation, the Residents’ Association asked the Town Council to update the design and management of the car park, making it fit for purpose and a better neighbour to the residential area that it dominates.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To recommend to the Town Council that it seeks resurrection of the Joint Member Group with County and Borough Councillors as a priority to debate current town centre highway issues and emerging issues from the Local Development Framework, alongside the comments expressed by the Trinity Area Residents’ Association.

· As part of the budget and policy process for 2008/09, to invite the Markets and Car Parks Committee at its next meeting to instruct investigation of up-to-date car parking management systems and costings and as part of that exercise to consider all options for siting of units and access/egress arrangements to ensure the most effective use of the site and equipment.

· To formally thank the Trinity Area Residents’ Association for their time and for the presentation as provided.
338.
MINUTES

RESOLVED to confirm minutes of a meeting held on the 4th July, 2007, MCP/99/07.
339.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to 31st August, 2007, TC/1627/07
340.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st August, 2007, TC/1628/07
341.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st August, 2007, TC/1629/07.
342.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to 31st August, 2007, TC/1630/07.
343.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 31st August, 2007, TC/1631/07.
344.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 31st August, 2007, TC/1632/07.
345.
MARKET THROUGHPUT
RESOLVED to adopt the report from The Finance Officer on Market Throughput for the period April to June, 2007, TC/1616/07.
346.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE

Report from the Community Services Officer on the market performance over the last six weeks, including matters relating to the introduction of the market into Bailey Street.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· Report TC/1633/07 be adopted.
· To note the information as contained in the report regarding occupancy levels in the Powis Hall.
· To note the weekly reports on the implementation of stalls in Bailey Street and to formally record the Council’s welcome of the transfer to the street and the considered improved atmosphere for the market.
· To acknowledge the delivery of 10 new market stalls on the 19th September, 2007.
· To monitor the current situation regarding traders bringing their children into the market and to consider further action if formal complaints are made.
· To refer the Friday opening of the Café to the Private Session aspect of the meeting, acknowledging the tenancy arrangement.
· To agree to the holding of indoor and outdoor markets on Monday, 24th December, 2007.
347.
NABMA CONFERENCE 2007
The Town Council was formally notified that Councillor John Gareth Jones was appointed as the President of NABMA with effect from the Annual Meeting of the Association on the 9th September 2007.
Councillor Jones became the first President of NABMA to be elected from a parish and town council. 

In addition, an update was provided on various matters raised at the Conference that were of significant interest to Oswestry.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To extend the sincerest congratulations of Oswestry Town Council to Councillor John Gareth Jones, acknowledging his election as President of NABMA.

· To acknowledge the update report on the Conference as provided by the Chairman, Councillor W.O. Jones.

· To formally record thanks to the Town Council staff for the arrangements for the Conference.

348.
NABMA THANKS

Letter from the Chief Executive, Graham Wilson, NABMA, formally thanking Oswestry Town Council for its support and organization of the Blackpool 2007 Conference.

RESOLVED the letter be noted and the thanks of the Chief Executive to be endorsed by the Council, acknowledging the excellent standards that had been promoted by Town Council staff and the feedback given.

349.
CENTRAL CAR PARK
Letter from Inspector Jim Stafford formally asking the Council to take steps to make the restriction on entry to the Central Car Park a permanent feature, acknowledging the reduction in the number of anti-social drivers coming into Oswestry town centre.

RESOLVED to confirm that the Council is willing to permit closure as and when problems occur at the discretion and at the cost of the Police.  In terms of permanent infrastructure alterations, to seek detailed proposals of what is suggested and what support funding may be available from West Mercia.  This to ideally link in with changes as suggested to the car parking management systems as an holistic project.
350.
SHROPSHIRE TOURISM ACTION PLAN – POWIS HALL


The Council is informed that, in conjunction with Helen Minnice, Principal Economic and Community Development Officer, Oswestry Borough Council, the Town Clerk has submitted an application for a grant up to £30,000 in value. The action plans are supported jointly by Shropshire Partnership, the European Regional Development Fund and Shropshire County Council.  The project aim is to analyse the existing market structure, focusing on the role of the market and its interaction with the rest of the town’s retail and commerce offer.  The study can examine the present use of the market hall and Bailey Head, look at feasibility and potential for widening the scope of the facilities/space in terms of specialist markets, community based events etc.  The project will also assess the suitability of the Powis Hall in terms of visitor expectations and infrastructure.  Partnership funding will be required.

RESOLVED the information be noted and to agree that the appropriate level of partnership funding be allocated, recognising the significance of the project.
351. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

