MCP/99/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 4th July, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow),

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton,   

Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans. Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.S. Keable, 

W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

335.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.

336.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted by Councillors. M. and Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – holiday commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and approved.
337.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda items relating to tourism as the Council’s representative on Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd.

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 3 – Oswestry Town Centre Anti-Social Driving – on the basis of a direct member of her family being employed by the Police Authority.

338.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 24th May, 2007, MCP/98/07, were confirmed and signed.
339.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to April and May 2007, TC/1607/07.
340.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to April and May 2007, TC/1608/07.
341.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to April and May 2007, TC/1609/07.
342.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to April and May 2007, TC/1610/07.
343.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to April and May 2007, TC/1611/07.
344.
PAY AND DISPLAY ENFORCEMENT
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on statistics relating to Pay and Display Enforcement for 2006/07, TC/1612/07.
345.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 22nd June, 2007, TC/1613/07.
346.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVEL
RESOLVED to note an update from the Community Services Officer confirming that one vacant shop unit and one vacant counter unit remain in the indoor market.

347.
OSWESTRY TOWN CENTRE – ANTI-SOCIAL DRIVING

Oswestry Town Council has assisted West Mercia Constabulary.  Over recent months the Central Car Park has been closed after 9.00 p.m. in the Police to prevent the problems of anti-social driving on the Central Car Park that was resulting in wide ranging anti-social problems within the town centre.

Inspector J. Stafford of West Mercia Constabulary attended the meeting to review the current situation and also to look at the wider implications through dispersion.  Inspector Stafford confirmed that the site was closed in the late evening during November 2006 and the experience from the Police has been an overwhelming success, with no further complaints from Regents Court flats.  On the basis of the success, the Council is invited to consider some form of permanent closure.  With regard to dispersement, Inspector Stafford acknowledged that some motorists have moved onto the car park at Somerfield, but in much smaller numbers and no complaints are on the Police computer from the immediate area.  Inspector Stafford confirmed that the Police would ideally like to make this a formal arrangement.  After discussion and a question and answer session, it was RESOLVED
· To acknowledge the success of the trial and to record thanks to Inspector Stafford.

· To invite a formal approach from West Mercia Constabulary for permanent restriction of access during late evenings to the Central Car Park.

348.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE

Report from the Community Services Officer on the market performance over the last six weeks, including matters relating to introducing the market into Bailey Street.  The report highlighted the mixed reaction from Bailey Street traders on relocation and the Town Clerk highlighted issues for the Council to consider on potential loss of existing market income and impact on the current market by transferring existing traders.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note the information contained in Report TC/1615/07.
· To acknowledge the actions taken with regard to the Smoke Free legislation.
· The appointed Members to agree a date for the visit to Heywood Market.
· An additional quote to be sought for painting of the toilets, with delegated authority to the Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee.
· To agree to the market being extended into Bailey Street and to go ahead with the project, siting stalls in the street as soon as possible.
· To proceed on the basis of a twelve month trial in Bailey Street, in conjunction with the County Council as highway authority.
· To purchase twelve new 3 metre by 3 metre stalls, with authority for design and colour etc. to be delegated to previously appointed Members.
· To look to move the stalls from the Horsemarket to the Bailey Head as a priority as part of the trial and to offer an incentive scheme to release extra car parking on the Horsemarket.
349.
NABMA – RETAIL FORUM
RESOLVED to adopt a report on a meeting of the NABMA Retail Forum held at Nuneaton on the 4th April, 2007.

350. NABMA – WHOLESALE FORUM
RESOLVED to adopt a report on a meeting of the NABMA Wholesale Forum held at Birmingham on the 7th June, 2007.

351.
NABMA CONFERENCE 2007
To formally appoint delegates to attend the Conference at Blackpool,

9th-11th September, 2007.

Also, at this Conference, Councillor J.G. Jones will be formally elected as the President of NABMA, with the Presidential Dinner being held on the evening of Monday, 10th September.  The Council was invited to consider if it wished to send additional representation to this dinner as Councillor J.G. Jones will become the first President to be elected from the local council sector.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED 

· The Council to be represented at the NABMA Conference by Councillors J.G. Jones, the Chairman of Markets and Car Parks Committee and the Vice-Chairman of the Markets and Car Parks Committee.

· The Council is to be invited to attend the Dinner at The Imperial Hotel, with a minibus being arranged for those interested in attending.  The Council to formally congratulate and extend best wishes to Councillor J.G. Jones for his forthcoming Presidency of The National Association of British Market Authorities.

352.
PAYPHONE – POWIS HALL
The payphone has been a useful facility in the Powis Hall for many years but use is now extremely limited and costs significantly exceed income.

A report was provided from the RFO of the Council suggesting removal.

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in this matter, due to his employment by B.T.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED

· Report TC/1617/07 be adopted.

· The Council agree to the removal of the payphone forthwith.
353. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

