MCP/93/06

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 20th September, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon,

Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

J.G. Jones and W.O. Jones.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

193.
PUBLIC SESSION
An opportunity was given for 15 minutes in advance of the meeting for questions from the public on local issues etc.


RESOLVED to note that no questions were posed.
194.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, K. Barrow, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon,

S.D. Edwards, W.H. Jones and C. Schofield.
Absent:  Councillor M.A. Owen.
195.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 -
Farmers’ Market – due to direct family involvement in the market.

196.
REGENERATION – MARKETS
Councillor David G. Lloyd, M.B.E., Leader of Oswestry Borough Council, was in attendance, together with Helen Minnice, Principal Economic and Community Development Officer, Oswestry Borough Council following up the Council’s invitation to discuss town centre regeneration proposals etc., including markets, for Oswestry.

In terms of regeneration, Councillor Lloyd extended congratulations to the Town Council, particularly for its support of In Bloom, that had added significant civic pride to Oswestry.  The Borough was equally frustrated at the plans to move the Bailey Street Market to take it to the public and offered support to the Town Council. The presentation suggested that in Oswestry we do not maximize our appeal to visitors and that we must generate real income jobs and the opportunity to attend the meeting was considered as a trade opportunity for partnership.  

Councillor Lloyd expressed his belief that economic regeneration now needs a more sustainable core and on this basis the team at Oswestry Borough Council is to be strengthened.  He believed that the Borough had been missing out on economic development and that it has to market itself and cash in on all the assets we have to slick up the operation to go out and sell Oswestry.  This can be best done in partnership to make a better pitch to the wider world.

In summary, he said that if Oswestry is to capture its share of inward investment it cannot be left to chance but must be done through proper management.

Helen Minnice provided a detailed presentation on the work of the Borough Council, particularly looking at the various strategies and policy areas.  The presentation also looked at the gaps as identified and the important part that economic development plays.  Economic development includes environmental, agricultural, heritage and land, business support, social enterprise, education, small and medium enterprises and inward investment.  In the strategic context it is linked to the creating advantage strategy, the business for economy and RRZ.  At the County level the key players are the Shropshire Economic Future, Shropshire Tourism Strategy and the Local Strategic Partnership.  At the local level, the key drivers are the Community Strategy, the Borough Council Corporate Plan, the Tourism Strategy and Parish and Town Plans.  The identified gaps are economic development focusing around the need for available and suitable land, skills and achievement levels, greater engagement with the private sector, investment in the market town, raising the profile of Oswestry’s offer, growth and diversification in Agribusiness, creating higher value jobs and looking towards new technology and increasing tourism opportunity with business support.

Helen Minnice stressed that the Borough have done much with over £16 million worth of investment taking place since 1999.  The effect has been the creation of 88 new jobs, 1.4 million of new sales, 54 businesses assisted, 25 new business start-ups and 13 community projects supported, with gross visitor numbers of 106,000.  Numerous examples of successful partnership working were given and key objectives for the Borough Council and partners are now to look at the structure and role of economic development service, to work in partnership to deliver tourism infrastructure and the revitalization of the town centre, with an integral part being its markets.

Numerous questions were asked and as a way forward, it was unanimously RESOLVED 

· That the Town Clerk and Helen Minnice map out a brief and framework to explore the idea of a Town Council/Borough Council Town Centre Development Group.

· To invite the Market Town Partnership to share a platform to discuss with the County Council the alternative sites in the town centre for potential retail market siting to take the market to the consumer.

· A since vote of thanks be recorded to Councillor David Lloyd and Helen Minnice for the excellent presentations as provided.

197.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 5th July, 2006, MCP/92/06, were confirmed and signed.
198.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to 31st August, 2006 inclusive, TC/1507/06.
199.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to 31st August, 2006 inclusive.

TC/1508/06.
200.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to 31st August, 2006 inclusive, TC/1509/06.
201.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to 31st August, 2006, TC/1510/06.
202.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to note a report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to 31st August, 2006, TC/1511/06.
203.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 11th September, 2006, TC/1512/06.
204.
PAY AND DISPLAY ENFORCEMENT
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on statistics relating to Pay and Display Enforcement up to 31st August, 2006, TC/1516/06.
205.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVEL
The Community Services Officer highlighted that at present only one unit remained unoccupied in the Powis Hall.

RESOLVED the information be noted.

206.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE
The Community Services Officer provided a detailed report on the market performance over the last six weeks, TC/1517/06.  As a result, it was 

unanimously RESOLVED

· Following a survey of market traders, to not enforce Friday opening at this stage.
· To hold general discussions with the County Council and Oswestry Borough Council on potential sites for the transfer of the outdoor market within the town centre, including Bailey Street and how road closure costs can be negated.

· To note the success of the trial Continental Market and to pursue future events.
207.
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH MARKET AUTHORITIES 

RESOLVED to note a verbal update from the NABMA delegates who 
attended the 58th AGM and Conference in the City of Glasgow from the 
10th-12th September 2006.

It was further RESOLVED that a sincere vote of thanks and 

congratulations be extended to all staff at the Town Council involved 

in organizing the Conference and for the excellent results as 

attained in terms of satisfaction etc.
RESOLVED to congratulate Councillor J.G. Jones on his appointment as 
the President-Elect of The National Association of British Market 
Authorities with effect from the AGM on the 10th September, 2006.

 208.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

