FGP/114/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 9th June, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K.R. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason,

W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable. 

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

Also in attendance:  Mr. G. Wilson, Acting Town Clerk.





   Mr. R.A. Dyke, Finance Officer.


4.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

5.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – conflicting meeting, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – travel delay, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

6.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note no declarations of interest were declared with the 
exception of Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley who declared a personal interest 
in Agenda item 11 – New G.P. Led Health Centre Project, having a family 
member employed in the NHS.

7. MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 31st March, 2008 (FGP/112/08) and 19th 
May, 2008 (FGP/113/08) were confirmed and signed.

8. MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report on Investment Income for the period up to 31st May 2008 ,TC/1737/08.
9.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

14th March, 2008 
-
SC/267/08

2nd April, 2008 
-
SC/268/08

18th April, 2008 
-
SC/269/08

30th April, 2008 
-
SC/270/08
10.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 31st May, 2008, TC/1738/08.

11.
FINAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS 2007/08


The Council was asked to adopt the Final Statement of Accounts 2007/08 
that had been prepared to comply with the Accounts and Audit 
Regulations 2006.


RESOLVED the Final Statement of Accounts for 2007/08 be adopted with 
thanks and congratulations expressed to the Finance Officer on the 
compilation of the document.

12.
STATEMENT OF INTERNAL CONTROL 2008/09

The Council was asked to adopt the Annual Statement of Internal Control.  
This document was included within the 2007/08 Final Statement of 
Accounts, however is issued in the name of The Mayor and Acting Town 
Clerk and must be considered separately.


RESOLVED the Statement of Internal Control be adopted.

13.
AUDIT PLAN 2008/09

RESOLVED to note with disappointment a letter from Eric Bagnall, Audit 
Manager, Audit Commission in response to representations made:


“Thank you for your letter dated 20th May 2008 regarding the Audit Plan 
2008/09.  I have noted the Council’s concerns and will address these 
below:

· The total audit fee in Table 1 for 2007/08 does not include the fee for the Cae Glas Charity independent examination which was £1,316.  This fee had already been agreed by the Council.

· The changes to the fee relate to the need for a detailed review and documentation of the key financial systems which support the material entries in the financial statements.  This is required to ensure our work is 
carried out in accordance with the International Standards on Auditing (UK and Ireland) issued by the Auditing Practices Board (APB).

· The review of members and officers expenses is of importance as it represents a risk and it is our duty under the Code of Audit Practice to address this risk.

· The suggestion that the Council extends the involvement of Internal Audit in the review of financial systems and the control environment would improve joint working arrangements and may lead to a reduction in the audit fees.

· The Cae Glas Charity audit takes the form of an independent examination already.  This arrangement was agreed by the Town Clerk in 2005.  The fee for 2008/09 represents a slight decrease from the fee in 2007/2008.”

14.
NEW GP LED HEALTH CENTRE PROJECT, SHROPSHIRE COUNTY 
PRIMARY CARE TRUST (PCT)

Consideration of a consultation Document on the above included at the request of The Chairman.


RESOLVED to comment that it was felt that the proposals do not fit the 
needs of a sparsely populated county with no benefits to rural areas and 
expressing the fear that it may affect funding to GP practices supporting 
rural areas by taking funding away and is seen as a waste of resources.

15.
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS CONFERENCE

Report from the Chairman on the Conference held in Eastbourne, 


20th/22nd May 2008.


RESOLVED to note the report with congratulations extended to the 
Chairman on its depth of content and information provided.


Further RESOLVED to write to The National Association of Local 
Councils expressing disappointment with regard to the poor attendance, 
suggesting that the new practice of holding the conference mid week may 
be denying some people, particularly those working, the ability to attend.  
It to be suggested that the Conference again be held over a weekend in 
future.
16.
AUDIT COMMISSION – NATIONAL FRAUD INITIATIVE 2006/07

RESOLVED to note receipt of the above consultation document.

17.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

