FGP/117/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 27th October, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K.R. Barrow, M. Bennett, 



W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton,  Mrs. E. Channon, 



Mrs. C. Hawksley, Miss B.Y. Gull, R.W. Hoseason, 



W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

Also in attendance:  Mr. D.J. Preston, Town Clerk.


61.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – family commitment, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain - illness, Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness, Councillor J.R. Evans – family commitment.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

62.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED the below declarations were recorded:


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – personal interest – agenda item 15 – West 
Mercia Police Authority  Combined Equality Scheme – as a member of the 
family is involved in the West Mercia Police Authority.

63.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 10th September, 2008, FGP/116/08, were confirmed and signed.

64.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Investment Income for the period up to October, 2008, TC/1806/08.
65.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

2nd September, 2008 
-
SC/278/08

12th September, 2008 
-
SC/279/08

1st October, 2008 

-
SC/280/08

66.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to adopt a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 30th October, 2008,

TC/1807/08.

67.
THE POWER OF THE PROMOTION OF ECONOMIC, SOCIAL OR 
ENVIRONMENTAL WELL BEING

Legal Briefing Note from The National Association of Local Councils which 
addresses the well being power, limitations and benefits.


RESOLVED the information be noted.
68.
COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEWS

Legal Topic Note from The National Association of Local Councils based 
around how community governance reviews may lead to the creation of 
new parish councils and also the abolition of parish councils.


RESOLVED the information be noted.

69.
ALTERNATIVE NAMES AND STYLES FOR PARISH COUNCILS

Legal Topic Note from The National Association of Local councils 
confirming potential changes introduced by the Local Government and 
Public Involvement in Health Act 2007.


RESOLVED the information be noted.
70.
GOOD PRACTICE FOR SELECTON OF CANDIDATES BEING CO-
OPTED TO A LOCAL COUNCIL

Legal Briefing Note from The National Association of Local Councils on 
the above subject that sets out the circumstances in which a parish and 
community council may exercise the power to co-opt a person onto the 
Council.


RESOLVED the information be noted.
71.
UNITARY PREPARATION EVENT

Invitation from The Shropshire Association of Local Councils to appoint 
representatives to attend an event at The Guildhall, Oswestry on the 17th 
November, 2008.


RESOLVED any interested Member to submit their names to the Clerk but 
confirmed bookings to be made in the names of The Mayor, Councillors 
M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull, W. Benyon, W.O. Jones and Mrs. C. 
Hawksley.

72.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS ANNUAL 
GENERAL MEETING


Invitation to appoint representatives to attend the Association’s Annual 
General Meeting to be held at Shrewsbury on the 15th November, 2008, 
with the theme will be focusing on “the Way Forward”.  


Delegate fee is £15.00.  


RESOLVED the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee and the Town Clerk attend, subject to availability.

73.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – THE FUTURE 

Representatives of the Council attended the SALC Visioning event held 
at Oswestry Borough Council on the 15th October, 2008.  Members were 
provided with a copy of the questionnaire being used by the 
Association 
asking key questions relating to vision, communications, influence, 
representation, structures and services.

RESOLVED to adopt the provisional response as prepared by the Town 
Clerk.
74.
WEST MERCIA POLICE AUTHORITY COMBINED EQUALITY SCHEME


Letter from West Mercia Police Authority confirming that it is developing a 
Combined Equality Scheme with a copy of the draft being provided.


In addition, the Home Office Green Paper “From the Neighbourhood to 
the National” was published on the 17th July, 2008 inviting representations.


RESOLVED the information be noted.

75.
COMMUNITY WORKING – BRIEFING NOTE SEPTEMBER 2008

RESOLVED to note an update from One Council for Shropshire in terms 
of Community Working in Unitary Shropshire.
76.
QUALITY COUNCIL

RESOLVED to note that the Council is now finalising its application ready 
for Quality Council 
Status that is being overseen by the Chairman’s 
Group.  Two specific documents had been prepared relating to a 
Communication Strategy and Training and it was RESOLVED 
· That Report TC/1809/08 be adopted and TC/1810/08 be adopted.
77.
LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK 2008 

Report from the Town Clerk on events arranged by Oswestry Town 
Council at Oswestry Guildhall to celebrate the week from the 13th to the 
17th October, 2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1811/08 be adopted with significant pride.

It was further RESOLVED that particular thanks be extended to The 
Mayor and Town Clerk for their considerable work in promoting this 
event 
and providing an event that had been enjoyed by approaching 250 young 
people.

78.
CULTURAL STATEMENT FOR OSWESTRY

Report from Councillor M. Bennett.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To adopt Report TC/1812/08, agreeing that the balance is correct, agreeing with the statements and the suggested linkages that share a wider agenda in tourism and economic development that must integrated and be balanced within countywide documents.

79.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

