FGP/103/07
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 15th January, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, K.R. Barrow,

M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. E. Channon, 
Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, S.D. Edwards, Miss B.Y. Gull, 

Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.




   The Finance Officer.



In the Chair:  Councillor M. Bennett.
230.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.
231.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. A.H. Bickerton and W.H. Jones.


Absent:  Councillor M.A. Owen.
232.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note no declarations of interest were declared.

233.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 11th December, 2006 were confirmed and signed, FGP/102/06.
234.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report on Investment Income for the period up to January 2007, TC/1565/07.
235.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

17th November, 2006 
-
SC/254/06

6th December, 2006

-
SC/237/06

15th December, 2006 
-
SC/238/06
236.
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE AND INCOME 2007/2008 AND FORWARD BUDGET 2006-2011


Report from the Finance Officer in the form of Estimates of Expenditure and Income 2007 and a report from the Town Clerk TC/1566/07 as background to the compilation of the Estimates of Expenditure and Income.


In addition, attached were projected budgets and balances for the period 2006-2011.

The Finance and General Purposes Committee was asked to consider the draft budget as presented and make formal representations to the Council that is required to set the formal budget, including the precept requirement for 2007/08.

In noting the draft budget, the draft Forward Budget 2006-2011 and the summary report from The Town Clerk, a resolution was put forward in the name of Councillor W.O. Jones, seconded by Councillor F.D. Aldridge, that a precept in the amount of £212,250 be set and it was
RESOLVED a precept of £212,250 be levied for the 2007/08 financial year accepting a revised Revenue Surplus as at 31st March, 2008 of £493,188.  This being a net 3% increase per Council taxpayer and the first increase since 1st April, 2003.

Further RESOLVED to note the following:

· Finance and General Purposes Committee
Administration

-
to include an additional £4,000 under Computer System Operation (4049) to fund production of required IT reports.

· to request Owen Paterson, M.P. to enquire in the House of Commons as to what is proposed with regard to Borough and Parish elections for May 2007, bearing in mind possible cost implications on Parish and Town Councils should Borough elections be deferred pending unitary introduction.  NALC also to be requested to provide a lead.

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £106,445.

Democratic Core

· the Chairman’s Group to be asked to undertake a review of the Mayoral Grant and look to the requirement to pay a Deputy Mayor’s allowance.

· the NABMA service level agreement also to be referred to the Chairman’s Group. 

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £81,013.

Guildhall and Archives

· to increase donations/loans (4275) to £9,000 through amalgamation of the budget inclusion of £5,000 for Shopmobility.  In future Shopmobility to be invited to apply from the global budget.

· to delete County Court rent income in 2007/2008, they having given notice to quit.

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £9,617.

Oak Street Land

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £100.

Corporate Management

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £93,493.

· Amenities Committee 

Christmas Lighting

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £21,852.
Brogyntyn Fireworks
· to formally record thanks to the Treble Niners for their invaluable help with the annual display.

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £883.

Parks and Open Spaces

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £5,576.

Visitor and Exhibition Centre

· to undertake a review of the Centre in 2007/08 with a view to bringing about cost savings.

-
to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £40,384.

Cae Glas Park

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £109,067.

Youth Music Festival

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £10,613.

· Development and Planning Committee 

-
to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £65,250.

· Summary for Precept Purposes

-
to note the cost of providing the above Council services would be a probable sum of £308,447 for the present financial year and an estimated £446,566 for 2007/2008. 
· Markets and Car Parks Committee 

Powis Hall

-
to delete Powis Hall Office rent of £5,500 for 2007/2008, the present tenants having given notice to quit.

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £47,43l.

Powis Hall Café

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £1,746.

Horsemarket Car Park

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £18,313.

Horsemarket Toilets

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £80,000.

Smithfield Street Car Park

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £45,402.

Bailey Head and Horsemarket

· to request the Finance Officer to look to separate identifiable expenditure on the Powis Hall Workshop to its own cost centre for 2007/2008.

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £25,473.

Cross Market

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £83,987.

Smithfield

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £19,825.

Central Car Park

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £254,676.

J. Sainsbury Site

· to note estimated income carried to summary to be £58,002.

Saturday Market

· to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be £9,141.

· Summary of Market Expenditure and Income

-
to note a probable net income of £358,856 for the present financial year and an estimated £319,906 for 2007/08.

·  Capital Account

Guildhall – New Building

-
to note a request that the Walford Davies Suite chairs be reupholstered as opposed to replaced.

· to note an estimated expenditure carried to summary of £3,000.

Computer and Equipment 

· to note an estimated expenditure carried to summary of £1,000.

Community Initiatives

· to include an additional £20,000 over 2 years towards health provision from within Section 137 under the anticipated heading of community well being.

· to note a revised estimated expenditure carried to summary of £11,497.

Machinery and Equipment

· to note an estimated expenditure carried to summary of £2,500.

· Revenue Balances

-
to note a revised estimated Revenue Surplus as at 31st March 2008 will be £493,188.
· Forward Budget 2006-2011 

-
to note the document acknowledging amendments as made above and subsequent effect on future Revenue Reserves.
237.
STATION RAILWAY BUILDING TRUST

The Finance and General Purposes Committee agreed to discuss this matter at this meeting.  Three expressions of interest had now been received from Councillors Mrs. M. Chamberlain, W.H. Jones and Mrs. A.H. Bickerton.  Any other Member interested in being considered for the position was asked to inform the Office prior to the meeting.

RESOLVED to note Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain withdrew her expression of interest.

Further RESOLVED Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton be appointed as this Council’s representative.

238.
ATTFIELD THEATRE, THE GUILDHALL
Following discussions with the Attfield Theatre, it had become clear that problems were being experienced within the theatre, due to noise etc. during productions and also glass and problems with leakages during inclement weather.

The Council was asked to consider the matter and quotations had been attempted with some companies to include for lining of the reveals with sound absorbing material.  The total cost to supply and install the secondary units in the theatre of polyester finish brown aluminium is £3,741.  This appeared to be the only solution to the problem following discussion with Planning Officers.

RESOLVED the quotation in the amount of £3,741 be accepted.

239.
PROPOSED UNITARY COUNCIL FOR SHROPSHIRE
Letter from Carolyn Downs, Chief Executive, Shropshire County Council providing a copy of the January issue of the County Council’s community magazine which outlined in some detail the case for merging the County, District and Borough Councils into one main council for Shropshire.

The Chief Executive confirmed that the business case for proposing a unitary council for Shropshire had been discussed at the SALC AGM and also at SALC Area Committee meetings.  “I also know that several town and parish councils have discussed this important proposal, and some have voted to support it, or not.  I encourage any parish or town councils which have not yet done so, to give the unitary proposal their consideration.”

RESOLVED the Council reserves any comments on the proposals until after the Town Councils in Shropshire Seminar arranged for Monday, 22nd January, 2007.

240. ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
RESOLVED the Finance and General Purposes Committee be adjourned at 8.50 p.m. to enable the Quarterly Council Meeting to be held in open session.
241. RECOMMENCEMENT OF MEETING
The meeting reconvened at 9.06 p.m.

242.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

