FGP/115/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 28th July, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 

Mrs. C. Hawksley, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

Also in attendance:  Mr. D.J. Preston, Town Clerk.


21.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

22.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – hospital, Councillor K.R. Barrow – alternative meeting, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – family commitment, Councillor W. Benyon – alternative meeting, Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – holiday.

Absent:  Councillor R. Hoseason

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

23.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


Councillor W.S. Keable and Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest 
in agenda item 18 – Oswestry Tennis Club due to being Governors at 
Oswestry School.

24
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 9th June, 2008, FGP/114/08, were 
confirmed and signed.

25.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Investment Income for the period up to July 2008, TC/1751/08.
26.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

16th May, 2008 
-
SC/271/08

7th June, 2008 
-
SC/272/08

16th June, 2008 
-
C SC/273/08

2nd July, 2008 
-
SC/274/08
27.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to adopt the report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 21st July, 2008, TC/1752/08.
28.
DRAFT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN

Report from the Finance Officer on a draft Asset Management Plan as 
requested by District Audit.


RESOLVED Report TC/1758/08 be adopted in principle, with certain 
amendments as suggested to be forwarded to the R.F.O. for 
appropriate 
inclusion.

29.
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL – SERVICE PLAN 2008/2009 


The Council has adopted, in principle, a series of Service Plans and 
referred to each Standing Committee for individual consideration and 
revision, as appropriate.  The Finance and General Purposes Committee 
is therefore asked to consider the service plans that relate to:

· The Guildhall

· Administration, Finance and Civic Ceremonial

· Grants to local organisations

· Capital Projects


RESOLVED the Service Plans be adopted.
30.
QUALITY PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL SCHEME

As Members have been advised, the Quality Parish and Town Council Scheme has now been updated with the launch taking place on the 27th June 2008.

In summary, this Council will have to reaccredit itself by the 31st December, 2008.  The revised scheme does contain new tests, particularly in terms of promoting local democracy and citizenship and also in respect of training and the need to produce a statement of intent on training for both staff and Members.
In view of the importance of retaining Quality Parish Council status, then it is suggested that a Task and Finish Group be appointed to consider the requirements for reaccreditation, reporting to the Council in the early autumn to enable the formal application to be made within the set time frame.

RESOLVED the matter be referred to the Chairman’s Group to oversee.

31.
LARGER COUNCILS EVENT – BRIDGNORTH


Report from the Town Clerk on the Larger Councils meeting held at 
Bridgnorth Town Council on the 22nd July, 2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1759/08 be adopted.

It was further RESOLVED to note that the Town Clerk had held a meeting 
that day with the President and Chief Executive of SALC to explore issues 
relating to larger local councils that was considered to be extremely 
positive and beneficial.

32.
BOUNDARY REVIEW MEETING – SALC

RESOLVED Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull and Councillor M. Bennett be 
authorised to attend the meeting being arranged during August by SALC 
to further consider the Shropshire response to the Boundary Review.

33.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

