                               FGP/100/06

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 4th September, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. E. Channon, S.D. Edwards, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones and W.O. Jones.

155.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

156.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, K. Barrow, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M. Chamberlain 

and C. Schofield.

Absent:
Councillors W.H. Jones, and  M.A. Owen.
157.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 12th June, 2006 were confirmed and signed,

FGP/99/06.

158.
COUNCILLOR MISS B.Y. GULL – HEART OF ENGLAND IN BLOOM
The Chairman referred to the recent announcement of winners in the Heart of England in Bloom Competition for 2006.

In summary, Oswestry was awarded another Gold Award in the Town Category, with the toilets on the Central Car Park picking up an individual award and Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull receiving a personal award from the Heart of England in Bloom for her services to the Heart of England in Bloom area and the scheme.  It was unanimously

RESOLVED that sincere congratulations be extended to the Oswestry in Bloom Committee for their excellent and untiring work throughout the year in making Oswestry such an attractive place in which to live, work and visit and also the Council’s sincerest congratulations be recorded to Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull for her recognition after many years in leading and encouraging the Oswestry in Bloom entry.

159.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests declared on items included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 – Oswestry Community Strategy 2005/2015 - on the basis of being the Chairman of the Community Partnership.
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 – Police Service Restructuring – on the basis of a direct family member serving in the Police Force.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 17 – Cambrian Heritage Railways Project - as the Council’s representative on the Cambrian Railways Trust.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 24 – Hackney Carriage Licensing – Compulsory Fitting of Taxi Meters – as the Chairman of the appropriate Committee on Oswestry Borough Council.

Councillor W.S. Keable declared a personal interest in agenda item 24 - 
Hackney Carriage Licensing – Compulsory Fitting of Taxi Meters – as a member of the Licensing Committee of Oswestry Borough Council.

In addition, all Members holding appointment by the Council to Oswestry Burial Joint Committee declared a personal interest in item 34 – Oswestry Burial Joint Committee – the Future.

160.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Investment Income for the period up to August 2006, TC/1506/06.
161.
SUNDRY CREDITORS

RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

2nd June, 2006 
-
SC/245/06
16th June, 2006 
-
SC/246/06

3rd July, 2006 
-
SC/247/06

17th July, 2006 
-
SC/247/06

1st August, 2006 
-
SC/248/06

14th August, 2006 
-
SC/249/06

162.
OSWESTRY AND DISTRICT FAIRTRADE GROUP

Letter from Val Talbot, Secretary, formally thanking the Council and The Mayor for their role in celebrating the granting of Fairtrade Town Status to Oswestry.

In addition, a note has been received from the Oswestry and District Fairtrade Group confirming that “Oswestry Fairtrade Group would like to thank Councillor Keable for accepting the Fairtrade Town Certificate and all the Town Councillors who attended the launch ceremony to mark the granting of Fairtrade Town Status to Oswestry.  The event was very well attended and received and the Group felt that it was a fitting tribute to the town and its outstanding support for Fairtrade.”

RESOLVED the information be noted.
163.
POLICE SERVICE RESTRUCTURING
Letter from the Chair of West Mercia Police Authority and the Chief Constable of West Mercia Constabulary confirming that the Home Secretary and Police Minister have announced that the Government no longer intend to pursue the enforced police merge proposals nationally and importantly for us have dropped the proposal to impose a Regional Police Force in the West Midlands.  “Please accept our sincere thanks for all the support that you have given us over the last few difficult months.  There is little doubt that the widespread and informed opposition communicated to MPs, Members of the House of Lords and Ministers has ultimately been a major influence on the Home Office.”
RESOLVED the letter be noted with pleasure.
164.
PROPOSALS FOR THE MERGE BETWEEN SHREWSBURY COLLEGE OF ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY AND WALFORD AND NORTH SHROPSHIRE COLLEGE

Letter from Sharon Gray, Area Director, Leading Learning and Skills, confirming that the Governing Bodies of the Further Education Corporations of Shrewsbury College of Arts and Technology and Walford and North Shropshire College have agreed to consult interested parties on the proposal that the two Colleges should merge.  The consultation process began on the 19th June, 2006 to give interested parties the opportunity to respond to this proposal.

RESOLVED 

· To note the proposal and wish it well but on the basis it proves to be a merger rather than a straightforward takeover to stress that it must be an equitable arrangement with equal representation on the Board of the new body between Oswestry and Shrewsbury to represent both urban and rural demands.

· To highlight the necessity for community use of buildings and property.

· To question how sufficient courses will be provided to give equal access in terms of location and travel 

· to seek assurance that course delivery will acknowledge the economic and transport difficulties associated with the rural county.

· To raise concerns over travel costs and the effective use of staff resources across such significant sites.

165.
OSWESTRY COMMUNITY STRATEGY 2005-2015
Letter from Alex Hicks, Community Strategy Officer, Oswestry Borough Council providing for the Town Council a copy of the Community Strategy for Oswestry Borough, produced by Oswestry Community Partnership.  The Community Partnership is in the process of developing a website to highlight the work undertaken on the Community Strategy Town Plan and Parish Plans and can be viewed at www.oswestrylife.com. 

RESOLVED the document be noted.

166.
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – IDEAS PAPER ON THE NEIGHBOURHOOD GOVERNANCE REVIEW – THE ROLE AND CONTRIBUTION OF PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS

RESOLVED to note the letter from Chris Borg, Larger Councils Development Officer, NALC providing a copy of the above document for information.

167.
NALC/COMMISSION FOR RURAL COMMUNITIES – DISCUSSION PAPER:  SHIRE LOCAL GOVERNMENT – TIME FOR CHANGE?


RESOLVED to note, with interest, the letter from Chris Borg, Larger Councils Development Officer, NALC, together with a consultation paper provided for members of the Larger Councils Committee of NALC.
168.
NALC – CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND NEIGHBOURHOOD GOVERNANCE – WHICH STRUCTURES WORK?


Letter from Chris Borg, Larger Councils Development Officer, NALC providing for members of the Larger Councils Committee, a report from the All Party Parliamentary Group on Community Governance whose terms of reference were to:

· Examine how local councils should fit within the structure of neighbourhood arrangements.

· Examine what powers and services local councils should have.

· Examine what relations local councils should have with partners.

RESOLVED the document be noted.

169.
“DRIVING EXPERTISE:  EMPOWERING LOCAL COMMUNITIES”

Invitation from NALC to appoint delegates to attend the above Conference being held at Liverpool from the 22nd-24th September, 2006. Delegate fees exclusive of travel and accommodation are £182.78 per delegate.

RESOLVED The Mayor and Town Clerk attend.

170.
ACTION FOR MARKET TOWNS – ANNUAL CONVENTION 2006 

Invitation from Action for Market Towns for delegates to attend their National Convention on the 28th and 29th September at Evesham and Pershore, Worcestershire.  

The Conference is entitled Changing Places; the Conference programme includes an overview of local issues and the work of Evesham and Pershore Market Town Partnerships; various Study Tours; Presentation of the 2006 National Market Towns Awards and various Conference Sessions on the new Rural Agenda;  Increasing Affordable Housing in Market Towns;  Independence and Adventure in Rural Business;  The Importance of Market Towns to Regional Prosperity and Well Being;  Routes to Delivering and Integrating National Polices for Market Towns and finally a New Prospectus for Sustaining Market Towns.  Delegate fees are £235 exclusive of travel and accommodation.

RESOLVED no representative be appointed to attend.

171.
OSWESTRY TOWNSCAPE HERITAGE INITIATIVE (THI) BID

Peter Booth, Conservation Officer, Oswestry Borough Council was invited to attend this meeting, however asked for the opportunity to be deferred until further information is available.

For the benefit of Members, an update and answers to specific questions raised by the Town Council has been provided.

RESOLVED to note the current situation and to await the presentation from Peter Booth, Conservation Officer.
172.
CAMBRIAN HERITAGE RAILWAYS PROJECT
Letter from the Chairman, Cambrian Railways Trust, concerning various issues relating to funding requirements.

RESOLVED

· To adopt a joint approach to the request based around specific information to be supplied from the revised business plan of the Trust.

· An initial meeting be held between Trust, which should be representative of Cambrian Railways Society, Oswestry Borough Council and Oswestry Town Council to debate the wider matter with a further report back to Finance and General Purposes Committee.

173.
SMALL GRANT SCHEME


Request for financial assistance from Oswestry Garden Society.


RESOLVED a donation of £50 be made.
174.
BOROUGH AND PARISH ELECTION COSTS

Letter from Oswestry Borough Council confirming arrangements for future election costs with the Borough able to recoup 50% of the costs for a combined election and that parishes will bear the actual cost of a parish only election.

RESOLVED to confirm to the Borough Council that such measure is believed to be detrimental to the Quality Council Agenda and the spirit of the Charter that the Borough Council signed up to and should be promoting.

175.
PARISH AND TOWN COUNCIL TRAINING

Invitation from the Shropshire Association of Local Councils to attend various training courses being provided in the forthcoming months:

Chairmanship Skills
   6th September – Craven Arms




   11th September – North Shropshire District Council

Following delivery of Modules 1 and 2 on the above dates, Modules 3 and 4 will be delivered on the 3rd October at the Shirehall and Modules 5 and 6 will be delivered at the Shirehall on the 19th February, 2007.

Law and Procedures Training Session to be held on Tuesday, 12th September, 2006.  Delegate fee is £15.

Community Action – Wednesday, 18th October, 2006 being delivered by the Community Council of Shropshire and SALC.

Code of Conduct including Declarations of Interest on Monday, 18th September, 2006 to be delivered by Gareth Owens, Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council.

RESOLVED a letter be forwarded to all Members and any interested Member to be provided with the opportunity to attend.

176.
INFORMATION CONFERENCE – THE IMPORTANCE OF PARISH PLANNING - YOUR COMMUNITY BUILDINGS BECOMING A QUALITY PARISH COUNCIL

Invitation from Telford and Wrekin CVS for Parish Councillors and Clerks to attend the above Conference to be held on Saturday, 30th September, 2006 at Meeting Point House, Southwater Square, Telford from 11.00 a.m. to 3.30 p.m.  No fee is required. 

RESOLVED no representative be appointed to attend.

177.
LOCAL DEMOCRACY CAMPAIGN
Invitation from the Council’s Development Officer, National Association of Local Councils to become involved in the Local Democracy Campaign.  The LGA’s Local Democracy Campaign and Local Democracy Week aims to get young people, councils and other groups involve in activities in their local community.

RESOLVED an invitation be extended to the Youth Council to give to the Town Council their ideas on how Local Democracy Week could be celebrated in Oswestry.

178.
NALC – ONGOING WORK OF THE LARGER LOCAL COUNCILS COMMITTEE

Letter from the newly appointed Larger Councils Development Officer inviting suggestions and ideas from Councils on how the Committee can improve.


RESOLVED to suggest

· That more input be provided by the Larger Councils Committee into policy and consultation.

· More visits are provided to see first hand good practice.

· The Larger Councils Committee to have greater involvement and influence in the NALC Council.

· Specific training events be provided for larger councils.

· Greater access be provided to direct services such as information intranet etc.

179.
HACKNEY CARRIAGE LICENSING – COMUULSORY FITTING OF TAXI METERS

Letter from the Assistant Licensing Officer, Oswestry Borough Council confirming that the authority has been asked by a section of the taxi trade to make the fitting of taxi meters compulsory and to set a table of maximum fares.  Before reaching a decision it has been decided to embark upon a programme of public consultation.

RESOLVED to decline to comment but to invite individual Councillors to respond direct.

180.
healthier communities:  CHOOSING HEALTH

Invitation from Shropshire Partnership for representatives to attend the Healthier Communities: Choosing Health event being promoted by Shropshire Partnership and the Healthier Communities and Older People Partnership Board.  The event is to be held on Wednesday, 13th September, 2006 from 12 noon until 5.00 p.m. at the Shropshire Education and Conference Centre.

RESOLVED Councillor M Bennett be the Council’s representative at the meeting.

181.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

