FGP/112/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 31st March, 2008 at 8.05 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow)



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason,

J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable. 

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

Also in attendance:  Mr. G. Wilson, Acting Town Clerk.





   Mr. R.A. Dyke, Finance Officer.


421.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

422.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

423.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to acknowledge the below declarations of interest:

Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 – Infant and Junior and Primary School Amalgamation as Chairman of Governors of Beech Grove.

Councillor M. Bennett declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 24 – Local Government Pension Scheme being a scheme member.

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 - Infant and Junior and Primary School Amalgamation being a Governor at Beech Grove School.

Councillors M. and Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared personal interests in agenda item 11 – Twinning Association being members.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 18 – Llangollen Music Eisteddfod being a Friend of the Eisteddfod.

Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 - Infant and Junior and Primary School Amalgamation being a Governor of Oswestry Infants School.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 – Twinning Association being a member of the Association.

Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 – Twinning Association being a member of the Association.

Councillor K.R. Barrow declared a personal interest in agenda item 23 – Smithfield Development being Portfolio Holder for Development at Oswestry Borough Council.

Councillor W.S. Keable declared a personal interest in agenda item 14 – 

Local Government Pension Scheme being a retired member.

424.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 11th February, 2008 were confirmed and signed, FGP/111/08.
425.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report on Investment Income for the period up to March 2008, TC/1711/08.
426.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

1st February, 2008 

-
SC/264/08
15th February, 2008 
-
SC/265/08

29th February, 2008 
-
SC/266/08
427.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 17th March 2008, TC/1712/08.
428.
SALC LIAISON MEETING

RESOLVED to note draft minutes of a Liaison meeting between the 
Shropshire Association of 
Local Councils and Shropshire County Council 
as held on the 23rd January, 2008.

429.
SALC – ROLL OUT OF PILOT AREAS FOR LOCAL COMMITTEES

Letter from the County Secretary, SALC providing a copy of the report approved by the County Council’s Implementation Executive 
and the list of the proposed meeting dates of the new Local Committees for the New Year.

Within the recommendations of the report, the five existing local 
Committees will continue during 2008/09 and six further local 
Committees will be set up.  As the Town Council is included in one of the 
new Local Committee areas, then the Council is asked to consider who 
will represent it on the new Local Committee.  Two training sessions are 
also being provided for all Local Council representatives, County and 
District Councillors, and attendance is important.


In noting Karen Roper had indicated representatives were limited to one 
member, despite the document specifying that it was two, it was


RESOLVED Councillors M. Bennett and R. Hoseason be appointed.  
Should membership be limited to one member, Councillor M. Bennett 
attend.


Further RESOLVED to highlight that as Oswestry are the second largest 
town in the County they should be deserving of an extra two 
representatives.

430.
NALC CONFERENCE – LOCAL LEADERSHIP IN ACTION


Report from the Town Clerk on the Local Leadership Conference held on 
the 20th January, 2008 in London, TC/1710/08.

RESOLVED the report be noted with congratulations expressed to the 
Town Clerk on an excellent report. 
431.
TWINNING RECEPTION – APRIL 2008
A visit from Combs la Ville was programmed for the 26th April and the Council had been asked to host a reception on the Saturday morning.  Because of potential numbers and costs, The Mayor had taken the decision to ask the Council to approve the event, TC/1714/08.
RESOLVED a sub-committee comprising Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, 

Mrs. C. Hawksley and Mrs. E. Channon be appointed to liaise with the Community Services Officer to arrange a reception, in consultation with The Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

Light refreshments to be provided, along with a suitable gift.  Councillors and partners not to be invited, although Councillors also acting as hosts to be free to attend.

Further RESOLVED to note Councillor W.O. Jones abstained from voting.
432.
FUNDAMENTALS OF RISK MANAGEMENT – DEVELOPING YOUR 
UNDERSTANDING OF PUBLIC SECTOR RISK MANAGEMENT


Report from the Town Clerk on a training event held in London on the 
29th January, 2008, TC/1709/08.

RESOLVED the report be adopted with thanks expressed to the Town 
Clerk on another excellent report.

433.
LARGER COUNCILS FORUM

Report on the Larger Councils Forum held on 28th February, 2008 
at 
Walford and North Shropshire College, TC/1716/08.


RESOLVED the report be adopted with congratulations expressed to 
Councillor M. Bennett for the excellent way in which he chaired the 
meeting.
434.
CONSULTATION PAPER ON INFANT AND JUNIOR AND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL AMALGAMATIONS


Letter from the School Places Manager, Shropshire County Council 
confirming that as part of the stage process, consultation meetings will be 
taking place concerning the potential amalgamations of certain schools 
over the next couple of weeks.  These included Oswestry Infants and 
Beech Grove Junior Schools.


RESOLVED to note the letter.
435.
THE ROLE OF THE CIVIC HEAD AND TEAM

Invitation from Telford and Wrekin to appoint delegates to attend the 
above event to be held on the 29th May, 2008, commencing at 10.00 a.m. 
and concluding at 4.30 p.m.  The training will be provided by Councillor 
Skills and is approved by The National Association of Civic Officers.


“The Seminar is a must for all current and prospective Civic Heads and 
Consort, Deputies and Civic Support Officers and include diary 
management, charity appeals, best value and sharing council  meetings 
as well as the opportunity to meet and network with Members and Officers 
from other authorities in similar roles.”  The cost of attendance which 
includes lunch and refreshments is £125 for the first delegate, £100 for the 
second delegate and £75 for each subsequent delegate.


RESOLVED to note the invitation.
436.
SALC - UNITARY PREPARATION EVENT


Invitation to attend the Unitary Preparation Event to be held 
on 21st May, 
2008 at The Guildhall, Oswestry.


RESOLVED to note the invitation and to highlight the event clashes with 
the NALC Conference in Eastbourne with a recommendation that it be 
rescheduled.
437.
UNITARY AUTHORITY ELECTORAL REVIEW OF SHROPSHIRE

Letter from the Electoral Services Officer, Oswestry Borough Council, 
relating to the above.


RESOLVED to note the letter with a suggestion that an exhibition also be 
held either on a Friday evening/Saturday morning to enable attendance by 
members of the public working during the week.

438.
LLANGOLLEN MUSICAL EISTEDDFOD-SMALL GRANT SCHEME
Consideration of an application for financial assistance from the above.

RESOLVED a donation of £100 be made. 

439.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

