FGP/110/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 14th January, 2008 at 7.05 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton,

M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones,

W.S. Keable and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.




   The Finance Officer

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

378.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

379.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

380.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED no declarations be recorded with the exception of:

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 – Your Police Service – having a relative employed by West Mercia Constabulary.  

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 25 – Oswestry Station Building Trust – being a member of the Trust.

381.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 10th December, 2007, FGP/109/07, were confirmed and signed.
382.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report on Investment Income for the period up to 


January 2008,TC/1679/08.
383.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

30th November, 2007 
-
SC/260/07

14th December, 2007 
-
SC/261/07

384. ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – JANUARY 

2008

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 7th January, 2008, TC/1680/08.

385.
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL - ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE AND INCOME 2008/2009


Report from the Finance Officer in the form of Estimates of Expenditure and Income 2008/09 and a report from the Town Clerk, TC/1681/08,
as background to the compilation of the Estimates of Expenditure and Income.


In addition, circulated were projected budgets and balances for the period 2007-2012.

The Finance and General Purposes Committee was asked to consider the draft budget as presented and make formal representations to the Council that was required to set the formal budget, including the precept requirement for 2008/09.

In noting the draft budget, the draft Forward Budget 2007-2012 and the summary report from The Town Clerk, a resolution was put forward in the name of Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull, seconded by Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, that a precept in the amount of £222,000 be set and it was

RESOLVED a precept of £222,000 be levied for the 2008/2009 financial year accepting a revised Revenue Surplus as at 31st March, 2009 of £644,635, this being a net 3% increase per Council taxpayer.


Further RESOLVED to note the following:


Administration


-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£115,770


Democratic Core

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£87,342

Guildhall and Archives

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£83,209

Oak Street Land

-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£100

Free Resource

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be
£9,673

Corporate Manageent

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be
£96,734

Amenities Committee
Christmas Lighting

- to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£25,018

Brogyntyn Fireworks
-  to formally record thanks to the Treble Niners for their invaluable help 

    with the annual display.

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£957

Parks and Open Spaces

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£46,982

Visitor and Exhibition Centre

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£50,335

Cae Glas Park

· to include a sum of £7,500 in order to build up a replacement fund for the MUGA and play equipment.

-  to note a revised estimated expenditure carried to summary 

    to be 







£120,836

Youth Music Festival

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£11,830

Development and Planning Committee
· to increase street lighting energy budget by £1,000 to £10,966,    

     recognising potential increases in electricity charges.
· to note revised estimated expenditure carried to summary

to be 







£63,811

Summary for Precept Purposes

· to note the cost of providing the above Council services would be a probable sum of £449,362 for the present financial year and an estimated £480,917 for 2008/09.

Markets and Car Parks Committee 
Powis Hall
-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£46,983

Powis Hall Café

-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£143

Horsemarket Car Park

-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£21,229

Horsemarket Toilets

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£0

Smithfield Street Car Park

-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£60,083

Bailey Head and Horsemarket

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be     £28,730

Cross Market

-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£84,649

Smithfield

-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£9,769

Central Car Park

-  to note estimated income carried to summary to be 

£261,142

J Sainsbury Site

· to investigate a report that Sainsburys are not maintaining

      their lighting stock.

· To note estimated income carried to summary to be 
£57,946

Saturday Market

-  to note estimated expenditure carried to summary to be 
£2,520

Summary of Market Expenditure and Income
· to note a probable net income of £404,296 for the present financial year and an estimated £416,728 for 2008/09.

Capital Account
Guildhall – Non Building

-  to again record the desire for Walford Davies chairs to be upholstered 

   as opposed to replaced.
-  to note an estimated expenditure carried to summary of 
£3,000

Computer and Equipment

-  to note an estimated expenditure carried to summary of 
£1,000

Community Initiatives

· to note a revised estimated expenditure carried to summary 

of








£88,191

· the Town Clerk to make enquiries as to the reason why 3 mobile    

     cameras costing £30,000 were apparently not working.
Machinery and Equipment
-  to note an estimated expenditure carried to summary of 
£11,000

Revenue Balances

· to note a revised estimated Revenue Surplus as at 31st March, 2009 will be £644,635

Forward Budget 2007-2012
· to note the document acknowledging amendments as made above and 

      subsequent effect on future Revenue Reserves.
RESOLVED further to congratulate and thank the Finance Officer for the amount of work undertaken in budget preparation and presentation.

386.
OSWESTRY LIBRARY

Consideration of a letter from the Principal Librarian, North Shropshire, Shropshire County Council providing an update on issues at Oswestry Library in 2008.
RESOLVED to note the letter.
387.
A DISABILITY NETWORK FOR SHROPSHIRE  
Invitation from Oswestry and District Access Group and the Community Council of Shropshire for a representative to attend a meeting at the Lantern Centre, Meadow Farm Drive, Shrewsbury from 2.00 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. on the 4th February, 2008 to start a Disability Network to connect Shropshire’s disabled people.


The agenda to include:
· Setting up a Shropshire Disability network

· Ratifying the key purposes

· How will the Network be run?

· What needs to happen next?

RESOLVED Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain to seek to find out more information about the meeting with a view to assessing the merits of appointing a representative to attend.

388.
YOUR POLICE SERVICE 2008 AND BEYOND
Consideration of a letter from the Chair of West Mercia Policy Authority confirming that the Police Authority had approved the draft priorities for policing in West Mercia for 2008 and beyond.  

A summary of the proposed priorities was circulated.

Comments on the priorities were invited and a consultation evening for North Shropshire was arranged for the 16th January, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. at the New Stadium, Shrewsbury Football Ground, Oteley Road, Shrewsbury.
RESOLVED to invite a Police representative to attend a future meeting to discuss priorities.

389.
LEADER II EVENT – WHITTINGTON CASTLE
Report from the Town Clerk on a meeting as held on 3rd December, 2007 relating to the above, TC/1678/08.

RESOLVED to note the report.

390.
APPOINTMENT OF EXTERNAL AUDITOR

Letter from the Audit Commission confirming that the Audit Commission Board appointed an officer of the Audit Commission’s in-house audit practice (Central Region) as the external auditor of Oswestry Town Council.  The appointment was made under Section 3 of the Audit Commission Act 1998 and was for four years starting with the audit of the accounts for 2008/09.  

The in-house audit practice had nominated Tony Corcoran to be the Engagement Lead (District Auditor) for the audit of the accounts for 2008/09 and the Board had approved this appointment.

RESOLVED to note the letter.

391.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE REPORT – AUDIT 2006/07
The Council was asked to receive the Annual Governance Report on the 2006/2007 Audit.

Members undertook a detailed review of the document and with regard to the Action Plan RESOLVED
Page 8
R1  Implement a policy for pursuing a non payment of debtor invoices.

-  to refer the Auditor to the Internal Audit document on Sundry Debtors which it was felt adequately covered pursuit of debtors.


Page 9
R2 Ensure Journal transfers are authorised.

-  to seek further clarification.

Page 9
R3 Undertake central account reconciliation for feeder systems into the General Ledger.

-  to seek further clarification as to what is meant.

Page 9
R4  Arrange meetings for the Trustees of Cae Glas Park Charity at least twice a year.

-  to acknowledge meetings be arranged for the year at the Annual Town Council meeting.

Page 9
R5  Document written procedures for the treatment of final assets

-  The Finance Officer to prepare.

Page 9
R6  Ensure that members fully understand the issues within the Statement of Internal Control in order to fulfil their responsibilities as those charged with governance.

-  to advise that Members believe they have active participation in the financial management and scrutiny of the Council, however would welcome guidance from Audit publications for inclusion on agendas and discussion.  An annual report to be prepared by the Town Clerk and Finance Officer to demonstrate and reinforce Members’ responsibilities.

Page 10
R7  Develop an Asset Management Plan to ensure that assets are properly maintained and are appropriate to the delivery of corporate aims and objectives.

Page 10
R8  Develop a Risk Management Strategy

-  to note the Town Clerk was to attend a meeting shortly on the above and would compile a report thereafter.

Further RESOLVED to note and adopt the Annual Governance Reprot 2006/07.
392.
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE PLAN
The Council were asked to receive the Auditor’s report on the Best Value Performance Plan 2007/09.

RESOLVED to note and accept the Auditor’s unqualified report.

393.
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL BUDGET CONSULTATION 2008
Letter from the Director of Resources, Shropshire County Council confirming that a further consultation had been arranged on the County Council Budget for the 23rd January, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Oswestry Borough Council.

RESOLVED the letter be noted.

394.
LAPEL PINS
Further to the recent meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, Vaughtons had provided quotations for the supply of lapel pins as requested.  The lapel pins would feature a clutch fitting on the reverse.

“We can use the same die to stamp these lapel pins from that we will be using to create your stick pins from as this will also keep costs down.  These lapel pins will feature a clutch fitting on the reverse.

Metal Gilt
10
£16.25 each

25 £7.75 each

50 £3.70 each

100 £2.49 each

The above prices do not include carriage or VAT.”

RESOLVED an order be placed for 100 lapel pins at a cost of £2.49 each.
395.
SALC – TRAINING
Invitation from SALC for delegates to attend the below:

“Being a Good Councillor Modules 1 and 2 Workshop” – 26th February and 10th March 2008.

Course contents included:  

What makes a good Councillor?

Who is responsible?

Building on the role of the Councillor

The Council as an employer.

What skills does the Councillor need?

Powers, duties and precept

Price:  £17 per delegate for members of SALC and £60 for ‘4 or more’ delegates.

Venue is the Community Centre, Craven Arms.

RESOLVED Councillor R. Hoseason attend Module 1 on 10th March, 2008.

“NI, PAYE and External Audit Issues” – 19th February, 2008 covering

National Insurance, Pay as You Earn and External Audit Issues.
RESOLVED not to appoint Members to attend.
“Finance” – Tuesday, 4th March, 2008 at The Shirehall, Shrewsbury, focusing on Risk Management and the Role of Insurance, VAT, General Accounting and Statutory Guidance, Overview on Internal Audit Procedures.
Costs as above.

RESOLVED Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull and J.G. Jones attend.
396.
GUILDHALL
The Council were invited to review charges for hire of the Guildhall.

Copy schedule of current charges as below:

Council Chamber

£30 per hour

commercial

£25 per hour

outside of normal office hours

£15 per hour

during office hours

Walford Davies Suite
£20 per hour

commercial


£12 per hour

outside of normal office hours

£8 per hour

during office hours

RESOLVED current room hire charges remain unaltered for 2008/09.

397.
LOCAL PETITIONS AND CALLS FOR ACTION CONSULTATION 

Invitation from Communities and Local Government to consider the circulated  consultation paper issued in December, 2007.

RESOLVED to note the consultation paper and the below observations be made:

· at local level, the norm is to respond to local petitions and the Council would wish to see this mirrored by Central Government in the future.

· To highlight that petitions can be one sided and not truly reflective of community concerns or aspirations.

· That the Parish Poll system and its abuse should be part of any review, whereby 10 electors can request a poll at considerable public expense.
398.
LEADERSHIP AND ACTION

Invitation from NALC to appoint representatives to attend the above event on the 30th January, 2008 in London.  Speakers include the Deputy Mayor of London, the Chair of the Department for Communities and Local Government Councillors Commission.  Sessions will also explore the vital contribution that elected public servants, including parish and town councillors, make to community governance, leadership and empowerment.  Delegate fee is £141.

RESOLVED the Town Clerk attend.
399.
NALC – LOCAL COUNCILS CONFERENCE

Invitation to appoint delegates to attend the Annual Conference to be held at the Eastbourne Winter Gardens, 20th-22nd May 2008.  Delegate fee was £340.75 if booked before the 21st March, 2008.

RESOLVED The Mayor, Town Clerk and Councillor M. Bennett (if available) attend.

400.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
RESOLVED the Finance and General Purposes Committee be adjourned at 8.40 p.m. to enable the full Council meeting to be held in Open Session.

The meeting reconvened at 8.50 p.m.

401.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

