FGP/116/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Wednesday, 10th September, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

M. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, 

Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable 
and C. Schofield.

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

Also in attendance:  Mr. D.J. Preston, Town Clerk.


41.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

42.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor W.S. Keable – holiday, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor K.R. Barrow – alternative meeting, Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain - illness, Councillor W. Benyon – illness, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – Mayoral duties.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

43.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED no declarations of interest were recorded.

44.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 28th July, 2008, FGP/115/08, were confirmed and signed.
45.
MONEY MARKET
Report on Investment Income for the period up to September 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1763/08 be adopted.
46.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

16th July, 2008 
-
SC/275/08

1st August, 2008 
-
SC/276/08

17th August, 2008 
-
SC/277/08

47.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 

Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 31st August, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1764/08 be adopted.
48. OSWESTRY TOWN LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE

It was reported that the Council had secured a temporary service level agreement for a six month period to service the newly formed Oswestry Town Local Joint Committee.  A fee of £250 per meeting had been agreed and a similar arrangement had been made in respect of Bridgnorth and their Local Town Joint Committee.

RESOLVED the information be noted and the action confirmed.

Update from the Town Clerk in the form of a report on the meeting of the Oswestry Town Local Joint Committee as held on the 8th September, 2008 at Beech Grove C.E. Controlled Junior School, Beech Grove, Oswestry.

The report outlined the announcement that the design for traffic lights at the Roft Street, Salop Road and Middleton Road junction was now being finalised in readiness for quotations to be sought and works to commence before the end of the financial year.  

In addition, a meeting of the P.A.C.T. was held with local problems being voiced, including under age drinking within the town centre and town centre issues.  A detailed presentation was provided on youth provision that, in turn, identified the various work schemes in place with potential funding opportunities.

Finally a presentation was given on the community chest for Oswestry whereby £25,000 is available to the Local Joint Committee, with bids being invited for grants up to £2,500 and closing date for the next two rounds as being the 27th November, 2008 and the 26th January, 2009 respectively.

RESOLVED the report be noted.

49.
NATIONAL COMPACT WEEK
Invitation from Shropshire County Council, The Shropshire Partnership and Shropshire Voluntary and Community Sector Assembly to appoint up to two delegates to attend the Annual Shropshire Compact Conference with the Voluntary Community Sector to be held on the 5th November, 2008 at Shrewsbury Town Football Club.  The theme of the meeting is “New Opportunities and Consultation on One Council Compact”.


RESOLVED, subject to availability, that a member of the Town Council 
staff attend.

50.
NALC
‘PLACE MATTERS’ CONFERENCE
Invitation from the Larger Councils Development Officer, NALC to appoint delegates to attend the above event on the 20th/21st November 2008 in London.  The Conference will look at ‘Place Matters’ and how the Parish and Town Councils can help to define their communities in the future.   Issues such as The Wellbeing Power, Local Innovation and Clustering will be examined in depth at this event.

Member delegate rate, including accommodation and evening meal, is £352.50.

RESOLVED the Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee and the Town Clerk attend.

51.
TOWN INFORMATION UNIT
The Council have provided two town information units which are sited in the Guildhall and at the Oswestry Visitor Centre.  The facility in the Guildhall broke down in July 2008 and the Finance Officer of the Council prepared a report detailing costings for replacement.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED

· To note Report TC/1766/08 .

· To remove the facility within the Guildhall.

· To budget for replacement of the facility at the Visitor Centre for 2009/2010 on a need basis.

· To look to update the content for 2009/2010 and to consider any grant opportunities that may be available.

52.
SMALL GRANT SCHEME
Application from ‘No Panic’ in respect of the small grants scheme which allocates funding up to £100.

RESOLVED to defer the request on the basis of seeking the actual 
number of beneficiaries in Oswestry and the extent of the services 
delivered.

53.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
Following recent dialogue the Town Clerk was invited to a meeting with the President and Secretary of the Shropshire Association of Local Councils.  The aim of the meeting was to examine issues that Oswestry has had with SALC in recent months and to look towards a programme of co-operation and assistance.

RESOLVED the report be noted and an invitation to be extended to the 
President, Chairman and Secretary of the Association to attend a future 
meeting with the Town Council for an update on progress and, in 
particular, to discuss the impact of unitary governance within the County 
and the role of larger local councils within.

54.
UNITARY MATTERS 

With the introduction of the Unitary Council now fast approaching it is essential for the Council to be involved in dialogue and consider implications in respect of various partnerships and representation to ensure that the local voice is effectively represented and heard within the Unitary Authority.  The Council was therefore asked to discuss issues relating to the below subject areas and how it may wish to involve itself after April 2008.  After discussion, it was 

RESOLVED that with regard to the Health for Oswestry Task Force, the Committee insisted that it should become a more structured group and possibly administered by the Town Council from April 2009.  On this basis to confirm a willingness to facilitate the Group post unitary, with the Town Council providing the administrative support but to also clarify if the Unitary will offer any financial support to that service.


With regard to the Northern Area Partnership, it was


RESOLVED to regard Town Council membership of the Partnership as 
essential and concerning the Oswestry Market Town Partnership.  It was


RESOLVED that the Town Council should look to a significant role for the 
future within the Partnership and also to look at working with fellow 
partners with an aim of refreshing the Oswestry Town Plan.

55.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

