FGP/109/07
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 10th December, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

W. Benyon, M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones,

W.S. Keable and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

358.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – family commitments, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

359.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

360.
OSWESTRY CHRISTMAS  MUSIC LIVE 2007

In advance of the meeting, Councillors spoke of the Music Live event as held on the 7th December that was considered to be an outstanding success.

RESOLVED a sincere vote of thanks be recorded to the Town Clerk and all the Council staff for the quality of the arrangements and the success of the event.

361.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED no declarations be recorded.

362.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 22nd October, 2007, FGP/108/07, were confirmed and signed.
363.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Investment Income for the period up to December 2007, TC/1664/07.
364.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

15th October, 2007 

-
SC/257/07

31st October, 2007 

-
SC/258/07
16th November, 2007 
-
SC/259/07
365.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE – NOVEMBER 2007

Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure to 30th November, 2007, together with an Issues Arising report.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED 
· To adopt Report TC/1665/07.
· To write a letter to Shropshire County Council expressing concern over the cost of maintenance of bus shelters, highlighting that as part of the Council’s commitment it reserved the right to remove any shelter that was the subject of repeated vandalism.  On this basis the County Council to be invited to review the matter as the shelters are not considered fit for purpose in terms of resilience and design.  Subject to the nature of the response or a contribution towards repair and maintenance the Town Council to consider its position further.
· In terms of sundry income, to formally agree to write off, but keep the situation under review, debts in respect of S. Bourne, L. Tracey and 
D. Davies and should any future opportunity for recovery present itself, then the matter to be pursued as of urgency.
366.
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY PENSION FUND AGM

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer on the 20th Annual Meeting of the Shropshire County Pension Fund held on 27th November, 2007, TC/1666/07, noting and agreeing the confirmed increase in contribution from 11.9% to 16.3%.

Councillor W.S. Keable, together with Councillor M. Bennett, declared a personal interest in the matter as members of the Pension Fund.
367.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – AGM AND CONFERENCE

Report from Councillor M. Bennett on the SALC AGM and Conference held at the Buckatree Hotel, Telford, 17th November, 2007.

RESOLVED sincere thanks be recorded to Councillor Bennett for an excellent report and for his attendance at the meeting.

368.
FUNDAMENTALS OF RISK MANAGEMENT
One of the weaknesses of the Council at present is developing policies etc. for risk management and developing the understanding of the authority of public sector risk management.  

The Town Clerk has been advised of a LGC Conference on the 29th January in London on the subject with a wide range of policy experts and top performing risk management professionals that include The Audit Commission, Telford and Wrekin Borough Council, The National Forum for Risk Management in the Public Sector, The CIPFA Better Governance Forum and various local authorities.  Key themes include:

· Defining risk management and applying it to your day to day managerial and policy strategy.

· Using the key tolls in risk management and what they can do for you.

· Understanding the complexities of risk-based performance assessment and management.

· Moving beyond auditing risks to proactively manage them.

The Conference fee is £399.00 plus VAT.

RESOLVED the Town Clerk be authorised to attend.

369.
FORMER BEST VALUE COUNCILS – GUIDANCE

The National Association of Local Councils has provided up-to-date information on the repeal of Best Value duty and the effect on Audit and Accounts requirements for Best Value Parish and Town Councils.

RESOLVED the information be noted.
370.
COUNCILLORS’ REMUNERATION

Request from Councillor W.O. Jones for the Council to review the remuneration scheme in respect of elected Members.  Any review as undertaken will be included within the Draft Estimates of Expenditure and Income for 2008/2009 for consideration.  After considerable discussion, it was

RESOLVED that from the 1st April, 2008 Members’ allowances be increased by a sum of £300 to a total figure of £950.

371.
TOWN COUNCIL – STICK PINS 
At the recent NALC Conference in Bournemouth, enquiries were made by the Chairman and Town Clerk to Vaughtons looking for souvenirs that the Council could present to visitors etc. 

A quotation was provided.  Members were advised that in terms of metal gilt, then this is a gilding metal otherwise known as brass.  The items will be stamped in brass, enamelled and then polished and gold plated.  The gold plating will cover up the brass colour, thus leaving them in a prestigious finish.  In terms of silver gilt, the base metal used is silver rather than brass; the process remains the same; however the items will feature a hallmark on the back that will state what material it is.  These will also be gold plated.  After discussion, it was

RESOLVED to purchase 100 HM silver gilt stick pins at a cost of £4.30 each plus £180 for the die.  In addition, to seek further costings for gifts appropriate for youngsters, in recognising bulk orders, these to comprise of a base metal finish.
372.
INVITATION TO THE COUNTY COUNCIL’S BUDGET CONSULTATION
Letter from the Director of Resources, Shropshire County Council, extending an invitation to one of the County Council’s Budget Consultation meetings which are taking place around the County in January 2008.

Participants will be briefed on the corporate aims and priorities for improvement, following by an explanation of the budget proposals for next year.  At most meetings participants will be invited to take part in an electronic voting session using keypads which will take representatives through a series of questions on the budget proposals, weighing up service needs, proposals for savings and growth and the implications for Council Tax.  A meeting is scheduled for the 10th January, 2008 commencing at 7.00 p.m. at the Village Hall, Trefonen, Oswestry.  An alternative is on the 21st January, 2008 at the Council Chamber, Shirehall, Shrewsbury.

RESOLVED the information be noted.

373.
SMALL GRANTS SCHEME
Application from the Eastern Oswestry Community Centre Tea and Toddler Group for funding from the Small Grants Scheme.


RESOLVED £100 donation be made.
374.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

