                               FGP/101/06

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 23rd October, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable)

Councillors K. Barrow, M. Bennett, W. Benyon, 
Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 
J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, M.A. Owen and C. Schofield.

           Also in attendance Helen Minnice and Andrew Swann,





Oswestry Borough Council.


In the Chair:  Councillor M. Bennett.
190.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

191.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton and Mrs. M. Chamberlain and S.D. Edwards.
Absent:
Councillor W.H. Jones.

192.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on items included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor W.S. Keable declared a personal interest in agenda item 26 –

Cae Glas Park Planting Schemes – as the Council representative on the Governing Body of the School.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 26 –

Cae Glas Park Planting Schemes – as a directly elected Governor of Oswestry School.     

193. OSWESTRY OLD HILL FORT
Helen Minnice, Principal Economic and Community Development Officer and Andrew Swann, Oswestry Borough Council attended to give a presentation on the current situation following a funding request to the Council.

Helen Minnice began by explaining that the site was a scheduled ancient monument, it is a site of national importance and is also special in terms of wildlife and a home to several rare species of woodland flora.  The project forms part of a larger scheme encompassing a capital grant scheme for tourism businesses in the area, with an aim to improve the overall quality of the tourist industry in the Oswestry Borough.  The strategic fit is considerable; it is highlighted in the Oswestry Town Plan and the Oswestry Tourism Strategy as an area in need of enhancement.  It is currently used by both visitors and local residents and is a symbol of Oswestry and an important town asset.

The present situation is that signage is poor; there is limited and unsafe parking, unsuitable access and insufficient and often ineligible interpretation.  The intention is for a new site for a car park, improved gates and paths, prevention of erosion, onsite interpretation and the creation of links with the Cambrian Visitor Centre through interpretation and live guides.  The aim is to develop a high quality visitor attraction to educate visitors about the site importance and to promote tourism links with other attractions to encourage visitors to stay longer in the area.  Project costs are £208,377, with funding being secured from the Tourism Action Plan, Heritage Lottery Fund, WREN, English Heritage and a match contribution of £15,000 anticipated from Oswestry Town and Oswestry Borough Councils.  It would be managed by a Steering Committee, on which Oswestry Town Council would be granted a place.  

Suggested outcomes are the provision of safe access for existing and new users, promoting national importance, improving the tourism offer for Oswestry, developing civic pride, improving cultural heritage and developing tourism links with other attractions.  After considerable debate, it was RESOLVED
· Helen Minnice and Andrew Swann to be thanked for the excellent presentation.

· To support the initiative with a £10,000 grant as previously allocated to CAS, with the balance of £5,000 to be considered within deliberations for the 2007/2008 financial year, but without any commitment at this stage.

· For audit purposes, written endorsement of the project to be sought from both English Heritage and the land owner.

· As part of the scheme, Oswestry Borough Council to be urged to ask the County Council as Highway Authority, to look at improvements to Llwyn Road in terms of road and footpath to accommodate the additional traffic to be generated and a full signage scheme to be provided.

· In respect of the grant, to request a seat on the Management and Development Committee.
194.
OSWESTRY TOWNSCAPE HERITAGE INITIATIVE (THI) BID

Following the application for funding from the Town Council, Peter Booth, Conservation Officer, Oswestry Borough Council was invited to attend 

to provide an update on the basis of all relevant information now being available.


RESOLVED to note that Mr. Booth was unable to attend.

195.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 4th September, 2006, FGP/100/06, were confirmed and signed.
196.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report on Investment Income for the period up to October 2006, TC/1523/06.
197.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE
Report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure for the period up to 16th October 2006.

RESOLVED Report TC/1524/06 be adopted.
198.
SUNDRY CREDITORS

RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

31st August, 2006 

-
SC/249/06

15th September, 2006 
-
SC/250/06

1st October, 2006  

-
SC/251/06

199.
VISION EVENT
RESOLVED to note that the Vision Event had been scheduled for Saturday, 11th November, 2006 commencing at 10.00 a.m.  The event to provide current updates on the local council sector, involve a SWOT analysis of issues relating to Oswestry Town Council and then move towards setting short, medium and long term objectives in terms of policy and financial directions.
200.
SHROPSHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Invitation from the Shropshire Association of Local Councils for representatives to attend the SALC AGM scheduled for Saturday, 18th November, 2006.

RESOLVED The Mayor, Town Clerk and Councillor W.O. Jones attend.

201.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES
Update report from the Town Clerk following a meeting between Eileen Simpson, Archivist, the Town Clerk and Miss Mary McKenzie, Head of Records and Research, Shropshire Records and Research Centre.                    

The report examined the service level agreement with the County Council, looked at issues and opportunities for a new project for various documents to be filmed at Aberystwyth to assist a promotion in the new Oswestry Library.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· That Report TC/1525/06 be adopted.

· To authorise £6,000 from the current budget towards identified works for the filming and copying of agreed items between the County and Eileen Simpson, Archivist.

· To acknowledge that certain documents will be out of the Guildhall for over three months in Aberystwyth without insurance.

· To acknowledge the opening of the new Oswestry Library will contain a significant promotion on the town archives.

· To note that as part of the SLA in 2007/08 a significant focus will be put on disaster planning and risk.

202.
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – LETS TALK
Members provided an update following the Lets Talk meeting held on the 2nd October, 2006 at The Wynnstay Hotel, Oswestry.  After discussion, it was
RESOLVED to approach the County Council to ask how the event could be better focused, with an outcome driven agenda and proper reporting afterwards.

203.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXHIBITION 2006
Report from the Town Clerk following attendance, with The Mayor, at the above Conference held at Liverpool, 22nd-24th September, 2006.

RESOLVED

· Report TC/1526/06 be adopted.
· In terms of Member development, the Town Council to look to try and link up with larger parish and town councils in Shropshire for economies of scale and to invite expressions of interest on topics to be debated within the Vision Event.

· To express concern to NALC that in addressing issues of the future, NALC is not addressing the future with parish and town councils not being members of NALC but independent county associations.  On this basis to suggest that external consultants should be engaged to see if NALC is truly fit for purpose.
204.
INFORMATION AND DATA PROTECTION TRAINING

RESOLVED to note, for information, copies of the training slides provided by Shropshire County Council in respect of the Training Day undertaken with all members of Town Council staff on the 29th July 2006.
The training focused around The Freedom of Information Act 2000, Data Protection Awareness and Information Security Awareness.
205.
BEST VALUE PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT SCHEME FOR LOCAL COUNCILS

Report as provided by Chris Rolley, the former Chairman of the 41 Group, following an invitation for former representatives of the 41 Group to meet with NALC and DCLG.

RESOLVED the information be noted.
206.
OSWESTRY STATION BUILDING TRUST
Letter from Councillor W.O. Jones and the Chairman of the Oswestry Station Building Trust confirming the resignation of Councillor Owen Jones with immediate effect as a Director and Trustee.  In accordance with the Articles of Association of the Trust, the Town Council was asked to nominate a new representative to become a Director and Trustee.

RESOLVED in the absence of interest from the meeting, Members to be circulated and formal invitations to be invited.

207.
STREET CLEANING

Letter from Dave Jones, Director of Community Services and Assistant Chief Executive, confirming that the Cabinet at Oswestry Borough Council is currently considering the 2007/08 budget.  In 2006/07 £11,000 was added to the street cleaning budget to allow additional cleaning in Oswestry town centre.  This equated to washing down the brick pavior/york stone area on a regular basis.  However, due to the difficult budget situation in 2007/08 Cabinet Members had requested that Oswestry Town Council be approached to provide support for this additional cleaning.  

RESOLVED to refuse the request as any Town Council support should be seen to be providing additionality to a statutory principal authority service and not a replacement which results in potential double taxation through precept increases.  On the basis of the Shropshire County Council advice and their design and implementation of the public realm scheme within Oswestry town centre, then the Borough Council to be urged to approach the County Council for financial partnership support.
208.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
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