DPC/43/05

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 5th June, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.H. Jones, W.O. Jones, 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

157.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN


Proposed by Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, second by

Councillor W.H. Jones and unanimously

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain be elected Chairman for the ensuing year.

158.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Proposed by Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull, seconded by


Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley and unanimously

RESOLVED that Councillor F.D. Aldridge be elected Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.

In the absence of the elected Chairman, the nomination for voting for Vice-Chairman was conducted by The Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow following the action of Vice-Chairman, Councillor F.D. Aldridge as the postholder took the Chair for the remainder of the meeting.
159.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor, Councillor W.S. Keable, Councillors K. Barrow, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, S.D. Edwards and C. Schofield.

Absent:  Councillor M.A. Owen.

160.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, F.D. Aldridge and W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in all planning matters on the agenda, due to being involved in the Planning Committee of Oswestry Borough Council and therefore confirmed that any comments offered would be of a provisional nature, acknowledging that full information was not yet available to fully determine the applications.

Councillor J.G. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 13 - Footway Lighting - Footpath from Canterbury Close to Whitefriars and Chaucer Close Car Park - on the basis of being a resident of the area.

Councillor W.H. Jones declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 18 - Oswestry Branch Line Railway - Gasworks Bridge - on the basis of being a Trustee of the Cambrian Railways Trust and a member of the Cambrian Railways Society.

161.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on the 6th March, 2006, DPC/42/06, were confirmed and signed.

162.
BUS SHELTERS IN OSWESTRY
Letter from T. Wastling, Principal Officer - Passenger Transport, Shropshire County Council asking the Council to confirm the proposed arrangements for the five new bus shelters in Oswestry at the following locations:

Unicorn Road - lay-by opposite Meadow Rise

Unicorn Road - adjacent to playing fields near Meadow Rise junction

Unicorn Road - flats near Middleton Road junction

Salop Road - opposite Arreva Garage

Salop Road - adjacent to Arreva Garage
At the same time the existing shelter at Unicorn Flats at the junction to Middleton Road is intended to be relocated to the bus stop adjacent to Kwikfit, Whittington Road.  In addition, local residents have requested at bus shelter at the junction of Chaucer Road and Blackfriars and on the basis of County Council funding at 75% of total cost, then this could involve the Town Council in expenditure of up to £1,500 if it wishes to participate in providing a new facility.
After considerable discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To clarify the necessity to move the shelter from Middleton Road to Whittington Road.

· To ask the County Council to prove demand for the Arreva Garage proposals as it is considered that there is little public demand.  Perhaps the location is more commercially intended.

· To agree in principle to the intention to site a shelter at the junction of Chaucer Road and Blackfriars involving Town Council expenditure and the County Council to be asked to begin the process of consultation.
163.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
RESOLVED to note that no schedules of planning applications were available for discussion.

164.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS - IN-HOUSE REVIEW
As part of the Best Value process, the Council has agreed to undertake a review of the way in which it processes and comments upon planning applications as received from Oswestry Borough Council.  After debate, it was 
RESOLVED to agree to a review and a Review Team to be appointed comprising of one representative from each of the six Wards comprising the Council.  The Town Clerk to write to each Councillor and ask for the Ward Members to choose their representative and if no nomination or agreement can be reached, then The Mayor to make a specific invitation.  The appointed Members to be totally independent of any involvement or membership of the Planning Committee or Development Control within Oswestry Borough Council.

165.
TETRA MASTS
RESOLVED to note, for information, and following previous correspondence, a letter from Liz Lynne, MEP, European Parliament.

166.
12 MONTH TEMPORARY AIRWAVE MM02 LTD COMMUNICATIONS


INSTALLATION ON LAND OFF MOUNT ROAD OSWESTRY SY10 7PH
Letter from Waldon Telecom making a 12 month temporary application for installation on land off Mount Road, Oswestry.

In introducing the matter, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull confirmed that the issue had been withdrawn.  After discussion, it was
RESOLVED to take no action, acknowledging the advice of withdrawal from the Ward Councillor.
167.
NAMING OF PASSAGEWAY AT NEW STREET, OSWESTRY
Letter from Oswestry Borough Council confirming that the passageway from New Street leading into the new development linking with Bailey Street will be known as Herbert Roberts Way.  After discussion, it was
RESOLVED 
· To note the naming.

· That a letter be sent to Oswestry Borough Council expressing concern that the Town Council is not being invited to submit suggestions for street naming and requesting reinstatement of this expectation.

168.
NEW DEVELOPMENT AT 52 SALOP ROAD, OSWESTRY
Letter from Oswestry Borough Council confirming that plots 1-3 will be known as 1-3 William Felton Mews, Salop Road, Oswestry and plots 4-6 will be known as 6-10 Middleton Road, Oswestry.

RESOLVED the information be noted and the same comments be expressed as regarding the previous agenda item.

169.
FOOTWAY LIGHTING - FOOTPATH FROM CANTERBURY CLOSE TO WHITEFRIARS AND CHAUCER CLOSE CAR PARK

Further to previous discussion and a quotation as received from V & W Electrics Ltd., a response had now been received from Oswestry Borough Council confirming that the County Council have adopted the footway in question; however the car park area to the rear left hand side of bungalow No.9 is in the ownership of the Borough Council.  

The Development and Planning Committee was therefore asked to confirm its intentions regarding the suggested lighting to the footpath from Canterbury Close to Whitefriars.  After debate, it was RESOLVED
· To formally accept, on the basis of the information received, the quotation from V & W Electrics Ltd. in an amount of £1,980 for the installation of a street light on the passageway.

· With regard to the area required to be lit on the car park at Chaucer Close, then this matter be referred back to the Borough Council asking them to consider such a provision on their land.
170.
A483 MAESBURY ROAD JUNCTION
Letter from Oswestry Rural Parish Council providing a copy of correspondence from The Highways Agency.

Oswestry Rural Parish Council accept that this is a setback but, together with Shropshire County Council and other support, it is the intention to press the matter with Owen Paterson, M.P. and to the Welsh Assembly.
RESOLVED to note with disappointment the response from The Highways Agency and confirm to the Rural Parish Council this Council’s ongoing support for their attempts to improve the junction and its safety record.
171.
WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 - REVIEW OF THE DEFINITIVE MAP OF PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY - OSWESTRY URBAN

Letter from Shropshire County Council detailing a number of issues relating to a review of the Definitive Map.  After considerable discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note the correspondence.

· That a Working Group be established to respond to the issues comprising of one Member for each Town Ward.
· An opportunity to be provided for written submissions from any Member regarding matters raised in the correspondence.

· To ask the County Council to publicise the anomalies and claims in the widest possible media sense.

· To seek proper scale maps and invite the County Council to an initial meeting to discuss the issues as raised.

· With regard to membership of the Working Group, expressions of interest to be invited from all Members but if more than one name is appropriate from a Ward, then the final decision to rest with The Mayor regarding representation.

172.
SAFER SCHOOLS - OSWESTRY RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Letter from the Chairman, Oswestry Rural Parish Council outlining an initiative to improve road safety measures for our schools.  Following discussion, it was RESOLVED
· That a letter of support be sent for the campaign as initiated.

· To outline the successes of the Town Council from representation and the lessons learnt.

· To confirm any help or support to the Parish Council to make their case.

· To agree to attend any Oswestry wide meeting to further highlight the needs of our local councils where schemes are not yet in operation.
173.
PROPOSED TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS - OSWESTRY TOWN CENTRE

Letter from Mike Hymas, Assistant Director, Highways and Waste, Shropshire County Council confirming that on the 19th May the County Council advertised four Traffic Regulation Orders relating to Oswestry Town Centre.


RESOLVED the information be noted.
174.
OSWESTRY BRANCH LINE RAILWAY - GASWORKS BRIDGE, OSWESTRY 9NGR SJ 295 289)


Letter for information from the Principal Engineer, Shropshire County Council in respect of proposed works at the above site.  

Councillor W.H. Jones declared a prejudicial interest in the matter and left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.


As a result of discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To ask for the diversion signs from Mile End junction and other main approaches to the town to bring traffic in from other junctions and to avoid local events.

· To highlight that the logical diversion would be through utilising College Road.

· The County Council to be asked to consider a park and ride scheme for the respective Saturdays of the scheme of works.

· To urge that the propping exercise recognizes the urgent requirement for the Heritage Railway for Oswestry in regard to its local economic anticipations.

· To urge that Shropshire County Council provide maximum publicity for the closures and undertake the widest possible consultation.





COUNCILLOR MRS. M.E. CHAMBERLAIN,








CHAIRMAN.
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