DPC/62/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 10th November, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 


W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 


Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Miss B.Y. Gull, 

R.W. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk

In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.

309.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones – holiday, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor K.R. Barrow – alternative meeting, M. Chamberlain – illness.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

310.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on items included on the 

agenda were declared as below in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local 
Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) 
(England) Order 2001.

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, M. Bennett, J.R. Evans, F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. 
A.H. Bickerton, W.O. Jones declared personal interests in all planning 
matters due to their involvement in planning or development control of 
Oswestry Borough Council.


Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 – 
Participation in Electricity Purchase Contract 2008-2010 – due to being a 
retired employee of the Manweb Electricity Board.


Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley declared a personal interest in planning 
application 08/1574 – due to the applicant being personally known.

311.
PLANNING APPLICATION 08/15788 – Proposed replacement 
livestock market and mixed use regeneration scheme – Oswestry 
Smithfield Livestock Market, Shrewsbury Road, Oswestry. 

In advance of discussions on planning applications, it was


RESOLVED that the Town Council formally acknowledges notification of 
this application but as the site owner and a development partner to 
confirm that it will offer no comment due to a clear prejudicial interest in 
the application.

312.
MINUTES
Minutes of meetings as held on the 3rd September, 2008, DPC/60/08, and 
the 17th September, 2008, DPC/61/08, were confirmed and signed.
313.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/92/08.


App. No. 08/15767/FUL –Subdivision of existing house to form 3 No. self 
contained flats – No.2 Stanley Place, Salop Road, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App. No. 07/15790/FUL – Single storey extension to side of dwelling – 150 
College Road, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

At this point Councillor W. Benyon and Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon 
declared personal interests in the matter as the resident is a close 
neighbour.


App. No. 15796/CMA – Proposed single storey dwelling – Land at Play 
Area, Old Fort Road, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App. No. 15774/FUL – Residential development – Oswestry Railway 
Social Club 11, Gobowen Road, Oswestry.


RESOLVED to wish to express significant concerns as it is considered 
that the application constitutes a change in the local historical character of 
the area.  In addition, an over intensification in development that is not in 
keeping with the current local development plan, and the application offers 
the potential to adversely affect the highway infrastructure, due to its lack 
of car parking within the site and immediately outside of its boundary.

App. No. 15799/FUL – Proposed agricultural building – 2 Mount Road 
Cottages, Racecourse Road, Oswestry.


RESOLVED to request that the size is in keeping with the existing 
development and that satisfactory screening is provided.


App. No. 15801/OUT – Erection of a commercial/industrial building – Land 
adjoining Sprayaways, Maes-Y-Clawdd, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App. No. 15802/LBC – Removal of felt roofing to 1980’s flat roof areas and 
replacement with polyroof 185 system;  repairs and weathering of external 
brick steps to annexe – 2 Lower Brook Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED that as the building is listed and within the Conservation 
Area, then to request that finishes and materials are in keeping with the 
Conservation policies and the standards expected.

314.
LOCAL HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE PLAN 2008/2009
RESOLVED to note a letter from the Acting Divisional Surveyor, Shropshire Council Council confirming that Members concerns’ regarding the condition of New Street are acknowledged, however it has been suggested that they will seek, if it is possible, to bring the resurfacing scheme planned for New Street forward from 2009/10 into the current financial year.

315.
PARTICIPATION IN ELECTRICITY PURCHASE CONTRACT 2008-2010

Letter from the Acting Street Lighting Officer, Shropshire County Council outlining the terms of the new contract.


RESOLVED the contract price of £10,439.20 per annum be accepted.
316.
STREET LIGHTING - MAINTENANCE REPORT
Report from V & W Electrics Limited on the 2008 maintenance report.  In addition to the report discussion was invited upon 

· Issues of category 5 lighting and replacement.

· Sticker update for lighting columns.

· Problems of lighting columns in gardens.

After discussion, it was RESOLVED 
· To delegate authority to the Chairman of Finance and General Purposes and Development and Planning, together with The Mayor, if necessary, and to allocate £19,000 worth of funding phased over two years and the delegated Members to meet and agree the priorities with the contractor.

· To look to the new Shropshire Unitary to consider a wholesale upgrade scheme to highway from footway lighting from 2010 with grant funding to provide equality.

· The County Council to be responsible where doors to lighting columns have been tarmacadamed in.

· To note correspondence from the County Council, confirming that it is to investigate four situations where lighting columns have now become sited within garden areas due to highway arrangement changes.  The updated response to be awaited.

317.
PLANNERS SEEKING VIEWS ON BLUEPRINT
Information from Councillor M. Bennett.  After discussion, it was 
RESOLVED to seek some specific detail on the effect of the proposals on 
Shropshire and Oswestry but in an initial submission to challenge the 
target identified by the Housing Minister and to seek as to how the 
consultation is to be influenced by the current downturn in the housing 
industry and its resources.

318.
APPLICATION TO REGISTER THE RAILWAY LAND AS A TOWN OR VILLAGE 

Report from Shropshire County Council to its Planning Committee on the 4th November, 2008.  After considerable debate, it was RESOLVED
· To note the report and to express regret that Shropshire County Council accepted the recommendation to the detriment of the regeneration and health options that were presented for Oswestry and the significant public opposition.

· To clarify now with Shropshire County Council the maintenance responsibilities for the site and to seek assurance that such costs will not come from the public purse.

· To clarify what can now be done with the site in development, open space and planting terms.  Also who the ultimate owner will be following the decision as taken and the opportunities available under the Sustainable Communities Act for the transfer of the land to the applicants for the registration of the site.








COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,
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