   DPC/53/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 3rd March, 2008 at 7.00 p.m. in Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon,  Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk

In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.

258.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow, due to illness, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – holiday, Councillor M. Chamberlain – due to illness and Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – due to illness.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.      
259.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public questioned the Council on local issues etc.

260.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED no declarations be recorded with the exception of:

Councillors Mrs. B.Y. Gull, M. Bennett, J.R. Evans, F.D. Aldridge and W.O. Jones declared personal interests in all planning applications due to their involvement in Planning or Development Control at Oswestry Borough Council.  

Miss. B. Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 – Guildhall temporary accommodation as the Town Council representative on Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd.

261.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 17th December, 2007 - DPC/51/07, and 14th January - DPC/52/07 were confirmed and signed.

262.
HOLLY GREEN FOOTPATH

Further to the site meeting held on the 15th January, V & W Electrics have 
provided a quotation for the removal of the existing lighting bracket and 
lantern, with replacement with a twin headed bracket and 2 x 35 watt SOX 
lanterns, complete with photocell control at a cost of £362.44.


RESOLVED that the quotation be accepted.
263.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS IN OSWESTRY BOROUGH
Following the exhibition arranged by Oswestry Borough Council during November 2007, Miss Brighid Carey, Housing Strategy Manager at Oswestry Borough Council attended to highlight feedback from the consultation and the way in which Oswestry Borough Council is addressing and delivering affordable housing in terms of policy setting etc.

The presentation began by looking at local priorities in the Oswestry Housing Strategy with these centering around meeting housing need and providing affordable housing, creating sustainable rural communities, providing for a sustainable rural economy, developing policies for house condition and empty properties and providing housing and support for vulnerable people.

In terms of why do local people need affordable housing then the Housing Strategy Manager outlined the changes in the housing market since 1998 with the cost of purchase having risen by 145% against incomes increasing by 32%.  In terms of social rent accommodation then the availability had now significantly reduced and the waiting list doubled.  In addition, population changes had witnessed in migration from older people and out migration of working age.  There was also a clear link between employment and economic growth and housing.

In terms of affordable housing then it is for first and second time buyers with qualifying income but primarily it is for people with the local connection who cannot access open market housing and the Borough Council seeks to retain traditional community structures which are the foundation of rural communities.

The presentation went onto deal with affordable housing options, looking at shared ownership/home buy, discounted market sale, open market home buy/social home buy, social rent, sub market rented and community land trusts.  It was also stressed that affordable housing is a partnership effort that should involve Borough Council, Parish and Town Councils, local strategic partnerships, local communities, land owners and developers, local employers and statutory and voluntary sector agencies.

Particular mention was made of a key contribution from Slaley Parish Council in Northumberland where an affordable housing scheme has been led by the parish council, working with a rural housing enabler and a local authority.  The presentation then concluded with the various stages of work now being undertaken in terms of assessment, mapping, options, appraisal and delivery.  In conclusion, it was acknowledged that there would be an event in April 2008 for people on the affordable home buyers register.  Registration on the register was continuing to be encouraged and was available via the Borough Council website and post.   The Town Council was promised to be kept in touch with developments.

A lengthy question and answer session ensued and as a result, grateful thanks were extended to Brighid Carey for the excellent presentation and for the considerable information as provided.

264.
OSWALD’S WELL LANE/UPPER BROOK STREET, OSWESTRY

Issues have been raised by Councillors concerning security issues at the 
above junction and various correspondence had been entered into with 
the Assistant Director, Transport and Highway, Shropshire County 
Council.  


In addition, an e-mail had been received from Robert Milton on behalf of 
Our Lady and St. Oswald’s Catholic Primary School relating to the Safe 
Routes to School Committee at the Catholic School that for many years 
had been attempting to convince both County and local councils of many 
serious issues regarding this junction, including their fight to prevent the 
relocation of the pedestrian crossing from its original point between the 
former North Shropshire College site and the Catholic School where the 
crossing was well used by all pupils, creating a clear no parking zone on 
the road aiding those utilizing the crossing, traffic entering and leaving the 
town and accessibility to both school sites.  After consideration of all 
issues, it was RESOLVED
· To fully support the Governors of the Catholic School in their campaign for safer routes.

· To note the scheme as being prepared and to seek assurance that the pedestrian crossing will be moved as part of it.

· To welcome the site meeting to be held in March and to ask for the Governors to be included at this meeting.

· On the basis of representations and the site meeting, to invite the County Council to present a scheme for consultation as soon as possible that addresses the parking needs of local residents and the school requirements.

265.
STREET LIGHTING FORUM

Report on a meeting of the Street Lighting Forum held on the

17th January, 2008.

RESOLVED Report SLF/1/08 be adopted.
266.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/88/08.


App. No. 07/15412/FUL – Demolition of existing single storey garage and 
construction of a block of flats providing eight one bedroom starter units 
over four floors – Autocare, King Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED to express concern that the four storey proposal may be in 

keeping with King Street but will detrimentally affect the established 
properties in Orchard Street and Eden Street in terms of light and amenity.  
In addition, to indicate that the number of units proposed has no provision 
for car parking and as a result the current on-street parking demands in 
this area of the town will be exacerbated.


App. No. 07/15413/CON – Demolition of existing single storey garage – 
Autocare, King Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App. No. 15416/FUL –Extension to front porch and form a pitched roof 
over – 10 Meadow Rise, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App. No. 07/15431/FUL –Erection of 4 No. temporary classroom units – 
Walford and North Shropshire College


RESOLVED no observations be expressed as long as the period is as 
specified but to confirm the Town Council would resist any further 
application that may lead to a semi-permanent situation.


App. No. 07/15436/FUL – Change of use from waste ground to storage 
compound – Unit 12A, Maesbury Road, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App. No. 07/15437/ADV – Provision of projecting sign and illuminated 
fascia sign – Co-op Travel Care, 17 Cross Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED to request that the signage be in keeping with Conservation 
signage and lighting policies of Oswestry Borough Council.

267.
POST OFFICE CLOSURES IN SHROPSHIRE
Letter from the Social Policy Co-ordinator, Citizens Advice Shropshire, concerning announcements on Post Office closures in Shropshire.

RESOLVED the correspondence be noted and further announcements to attract a watching brief.

268.
SEVERN TRENT WATER – LOW PRESSURE AND LOSS OF SUPPLY


Letter from Severn Trent Water outlining information concerning the loss 
of water supply to various areas of Oswestry over the weekend of the 
16th/17th February, 2008.


RESOLVED 

· To express significant disquiet at the lack of communication and resulting impact and the fact that the Town Council was not notified.

· To confirm the difficulties that were experienced by various parties in contacting Seven Trent Water at the time.

· On the basis of the above, to reiterate the Town Council’s demand for a Water Forum to be established.

· To express significant concern that no emergency procedures were introduced that resulted in social and commercial difficulties.

· To express general concern at the lack of dissemination of information.

· To again reiterate the viewpoint that the local supply of water should be stored as soon as possible.

269.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

