DPC/46/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 5th March, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),

Councillors Mrs. D Barrow, M. Bennett, W. Benyon,

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. E. Channon, Miss. B.Y. Gull, J.G. Jones and 

W.O. Jones,  
Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain
203.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that between 7.00 and 7.15 p.m. no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues etc.

204.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

 Councillors K. Barrow - working, F.D. Aldridge – away from the area, Mrs. C. Hawksley – away from the area, C. Schofield – working, W.H. Jones – illness and Mrs. M. Benyon – family commitments.


Absent:  Councillors S.D. Edwards and M.A. Owen.
205.
THE LATE MR. W.D.A. WREN


At the beginning of the meeting, Members stood in silence in tribute to

Mr. W.D.A. Wren, a former Mayor of the Town and Town Councillor who had recently died.  Tributes were paid to Mr. Wren by The Mayor, recognizing his sterling service to Oswestry and his support for the local community.
206.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillors Miss. B.Y. Gull, Mrs. A.H Bickerton and W.O. Jones declared personal interest in all planning matters on the agenda as representatives of the Planning Committee at Oswestry Borough Council. 

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 – Safer Routes to School – Beech Grove School – as a Governor at the School.  

Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 – Safer Routes to School – Beech Grove School – as the Town Council representative on the Governing Body and as Chairman of the Governing Body.

207.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 18th December, 2006, DPC/46/06, were confirmed and signed.

208.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/84/06.

Application 07/14843 – Proposed illuminated Fascia Sign – 2 Smithfield Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED 
to request that both lighting and colour schemes are in keeping with the standards required of the Conservation Area.

Application 07/14833 – Alterations to household recycling centre to meet health and safety requirements by relocating recycling facilities, providing additional vehicle circulation space and a new route through the site requiring the removal of an existing hedgerow and trees and surfacing of additional areas (and retention of existing office building) – Waste Recycling Group Plc.,  Unit Gm7, Glovers Meadow, Oswestry, 

RESOLVED the matter be deferred to the specific agenda item.

Application 07/14864 – Renewal of planning permission 00/11323 and 04/13006 for demolition of existing warehouse and proposed residential development – Llwynymapsis, Trefonen Road, Morda, Oswestry.
RESOLVED to offer no comment as the site is outside of the town boundary.
209.     Town & Country Planning Act 1990
Planning Application: Changes to household recycling centre to meet health and safety requirements by relocating recycling facilities, providing additional vehicle circulation space and a new route through the site requiring the removal of an existing hedgerow and trees and surfacing of additional areas (and retention of existing office building)

Location: Glovers Meadow, Maesbury Road, Oswestry, 

Grid Reference: 329981 328342

Applicant: Shropshire County Council

Application Number: MO2007/14833/OS

Letter from Planning Officer, Minerals and Waste, Shropshire County Council, providing details of the above application which is being treated as a “County Matter” and will be determined by Shropshire County Council. 

RESOLVED to welcome and support the application on the basis that the site forms an important local facility, however to suggest that where possible replacement screening by planting should be encouraged.
210.     Safer Routes to School – Beech Grove Junior School 

Letter from the Transport Planner at Shropshire County Council confirming that the County Council is currently working with Beech Grove C of E Junior School to look at ways to encourage more walking and cycling to school and improve safety on the school journey. A series of proposals are provided and the comments of the Town Council are invited with an extended deadline. 

RESOLVED
· To welcome the proposals.

· To ask the school to promote the dangers with parents to reinforce the message as intended from the proposals.

· To re-emphasis the urgent need for instalment of traffic lights at Middleton Road/Salop Road junction.

· To suggest that the County Council consider a pedestrian crossing on Middleton Road, recognizing the identified dangers and to consider other traffic measures by road surface signage to slow traffic.
211.      Bus Shelters – Oswestry 

Shropshire County Council provided an update following consultation on proposed new sitings with local residents. 

In summary, some opposition had been provided for some of the sites and the County was pursing the matter with Oswestry Borough Council and the Police.

RESOLVED
· To defer the matter until complete consultation has been carried out with both Police and Oswestry Borough Council.

· To continue to question the need for the Salop Road site.

· To ask the Borough Council to consider prosecution for flyposting on bus shelters and other items of street furniture and local amenities.

212.    Weston Lane Bridge Replacement – NGR SJ 297 276
Letter from Principal Engineer (Bridges) Shropshire County Council confirming that the above bridge located alongside Weston Cotton Farm has been identified as being weak and a scheme has been prepared to replace it. 

RESOLVED to note the work has to be undertaken and to ask for maximum publicity and signage, due to the significant detours that will be required as a result.
213.
Proposed amendment for waiting restrictions in    
Oswestry Town      

Letter from the Group Manager (Traffic Engineering), Shropshire County Council providing details of the proposed amendments to the waiting restrictions in Oswestry town centre.


After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To welcome the information but to confirm that it would be helpful if it had been supported by the rationale.

· To ask for a summary of what the changes are intended to make to enable informed viewpoints.

· To express concern at the apparent abuse of existing Orders in Church Street that are clearly not being enforced under decriminalized car parking.

· To express concern that car parking at junctions is currently not enforced and therefore as highway land exists, to question whether the actual amendments to the Orders are necessary.

214.
Safer Routes to School – Improvements to street lighting
Email from Adrian Brown at Mouchel Parkman on behalf of Shropshire County Council confirming that three safer routes to school schemes in Oswestry are being pursued. These include Upper Brook Street, Middleton Road and Beech Grove. With regards to the latter, it is intended to improve street lighting in this area and details are provided. In summary, the joint lighting scheme is being suggested with the Town Council making the financial contribution. 

RESOLVED
· To support the request, recognizing the added community benefits of highway lighting as opposed to footway lighting and the shift to revenue expenditure to the principal authority.
· To authorize funding from the Lighting Reserve Account towards the partnership element required of £3,000 from the Town Council.

· To acknowledge the benefits of future partnership schemes for school sites and wherever possible to allocate budget finance to transfer lighting stock into highway care, thereby reducing revenue expenditure on the Town Council.






COUNCILLOR MRS. M.E. CHAMBERLAIN,








CHAIRMAN.
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