DPC/44/06
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Wednesday, 4th October, 2006 following a meeting of the Town Council in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, 



Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones,

W.H. Jones and W.O. Jones.

175.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that between 7.00 and 7.15 p.m. no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues etc.

176.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in all planning matters on the agenda, as the Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee, Oswestry Borough Council.

Councillor W.H. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 – Cambrian Branch Line Railway – Gasworks Bridge, Oswestry (NGR SJ 295 289) – on the basis of being a Trustee of the Cambrian Railways Trust
Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 8 –– Cambrian Branch Line Railway – Gasworks Bridge, Oswestry (NGR SJ 

295 289) - as the Council’s representative on the Cambrian Railways Trust.

Councillor F.D. Aldridge declared a personal interest in all planning matters as a member of the Planning Committee of Oswestry Borough Council.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 10 – as a member of the Planning Committee of Oswestry Borough Council.

177.
MINUTES

Minutes of meeting held on 5th June, 2006, DPC/43/06, were confirmed and signed.

178.
BUS SHELTERS IN OSWESTRY

Letter from the Principal Officer Passenger Transport, Shropshire County Council responding to questions raised by the Development and Planning Committee at their last meeting.  After discussion, it was
RESOLVED to accept the locations of bus shelters to be adopted by the Town Council but one of the proposed for Salop Road to be transferred to Blackfriars without any cost to the Town Council.

179.
MAINTENANCE REPORT – STREET LIGHTING
Report from V & W Electrics Ltd. in respect of maintenance standards on street lights for Oswestry Town Council.  After discussion, it was 
RESOLVED 
· To note the priorities as agreed by the Town Clerk with V & W Electrics Ltd.
· An invitation to be extended to V & W Electrics Ltd. to attend a future meeting.

· To establish the level of investment needed for street lighting in terms of capital and revenue for 2007/2008.

180.
STREET NAMING – OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL
Following recent representations concerning street naming, letter from the Officer Manager, Planning and Environmental Services outlining current policy and background information.
RESOLVED the extremely helpful letter be noted and thanks accordingly sent.
181.
CAMBRIAN BRANCH LINE RAILWAY


GASWORKS BRIDGE, OSWESTRY (ngr sj 295 289)
Letter from the Principal Engineer (Bridges) following up representations made by the Development and Planning Committee concerning the proposals for the propping up of the above bridge programmed to start in January 2007.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note the letter.
· To express concern that temporary propping will restrict the aims of the Cambrian Railways Trust to establish the Heritage Steam Railway for Oswestry which the County Council itself has supported and forms part of the shared economic regeneration agenda for Oswestry.

· To establish if the County Council has earmarked funds for reinstatement of the bridge within the next financial year and what its timescales are for propping and then reinstatement, recognizing the potential economic impact on the town centre itself.

· To seek assurance from County Councillors that the proposals will be instigated promptly, recognizing the importance of the works but also the need to ensure that railway and town centre and residential needs are accommodated as priorities in terms of planning and funding.

· To insist that a weight limit is placed on Unicorn Road and College Road during bridge works to protect local amenities and public safety with the exception of public transport.

182.
LOCAL HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE PLAN
RESOLVED to note a letter from Bob Ellis, Divisional Engineer, Shropshire County Council providing a copy of the Local Highway Maintenance Plan 2006/2007 and the schedule be noted. 
183.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/81/06.

Application 06/14542  - Refurbishment of existing branch to create new interview rooms.  Works to include removal of internal wall -18 Church Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed but highlighting the example of the West Bromwich Building Society and to ask the applicant to consider, as part of the refurbishment, if they would do something similar in terms of public art.

Application 06/14545 – Formation of new farm access off Gobowen Road - The Oldport, Gobowen Road, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to request the views of the Highway Authority, due to the traffic accident record of the site and to seek assurance that the proposal will improve road user safety.

Application 06/14597 - Two storey extension to rear of dwelling - 32 Hawthorn Grove, Oswestry

RESOLVED observations be expressed.

Application 06/14602 –  New fascia sign, aluminium face with cut out acrylic letters and 3d acrylic dome -12-14 Cross Street, Oswestry
RESOLVED to oppose the application due to the signage being inappropriate to the standards of the Conservation Area and to wish that a more modest and less impactive design is negotiated.





COUNCILLOR MRS. M.E. CHAMBERLAIN,

           




CHAIRMAN.
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