DPC/48/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 4th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow),

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon,

W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, M. Chamberlain, 

Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, J.W. Evans, 

Miss. B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones,

W.O. Jones and C. Schofield.  
Also in attendance:  County Councillor Mrs. J. Barrow.

   The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow.

PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that between 7.00 and 7.15 p.m. no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues etc.

215.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Proposed by Councillor J.G. Jones, seconded by Councillor W.O. Jones 


that Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain be elected Chairman.

Proposed by Councillor J.R. Evans, seconded by Councillor C. Schofield that Councillor W. Benyon be elected Chairman.

RESOLVED, following a vote by a show of hands, that Councillor W. Benyon be elected chairman.

216.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN

Proposed by Councillor W.O. Jones, seconded by Councillor Mrs. E. Channon and

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain be elected Vice-Chairman.

216.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from:

Councillors K. Barrow – working commitments, W.S. Keable – 

holiday commitments. 


RESOLVED the apologies be accepted.
217.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor M. Bennett declared a personal interest in all planning applications as a member of development control of Oswestry  Borough Council as a substitute.
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, W.O. Jones, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Miss B.Y. Gull and J.R. Evans declared a personal interest on all planning matters as members of Oswestry Borough Council Planning Committee.
218.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 5th March, 2007, DPC/47/07, were confirmed and signed.
219.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/85/07.

Application No. 07/15011/FUL – Proposed new shop front – 9-11 Willow Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to welcome the application.

Application No. 07/15012/LBC – Proposed new shop front, internal alterations to provide public area, office accommodation, disabled toilets, and provision of externally illuminated painted timber sign – 9-11 Willow Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to support the application, subject to conservation and signage policies being adhered to.

Application No. 07/15013/ADV – Provision of externally illuminated painted timber sign – 9-11 Willow Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to support the application, subject to conservation and signage policies being adhered to.

Application No. 07/15017/FUL – Installation of GVT conservation rooflight in front slope behind parapet wall – Boars Head Inn, Willow Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

Application No. 07/15018/LBC – Installation of GVT conservation rooflight in front slope behind parapet wall – Boars Head Inn, willow Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

All Members declaring interests at the outset of the meeting in planning matters, withdrew from voting.
It was further RESOLVED to note the warning from the Town Clerk regarding concerns over the number of dual hatted Members in terms of planning that could at some time in the future prevent the Council from offering comment on planning applications.

220.
VANDALISM TO LIGHTING COLUMN TO4, BALMORAL CRESCENT
Letter from V & W Electrics Ltd. providing suggestions to rectify the vandalism which has occurred to the above lighting column.

At this stage, Councillor W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in the matter as a former employee of Manweb.
After debate, it was RESOLVED
· To refer the matter to the Lighting Forum for a general discussion and considered approach to problem solving.

· To look at renewing column labeling and to consider a warning sign at the time of renewal.  A quotation to be sought from V & W Electrics Ltd.

· To ask Manweb, as a matter of urgency, to consider providing a free label for resiting on the columns and to see in future column designs if the height of the switching gear can be repositioned.
221.
OAK STREET SPORTS PITCH
Letter from the Corporate Property and Facilities Manager, Oswestry Borough Council relating to the above.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed in principle but to seek advice on how similar problems are to be dealt with at York Street and concerns also to be voiced at the loss of the sports facility on the site.  In addition, to highlight difficulties for disabled access at the Oak Street site and to refer the matter to the Access Group and Oswestry Borough Council.
Councillor W.O. Jones abstained from this matter and asked for his action to be recorded in the minutes.

222.
APPLICATION BY COUNTY COUNCIL SEEKING PLANNING PERMISSION - ERECTION OF 6 BAY DEMOUNTABLE BUILDING WITH LINK CORRIDOR TO PROVIDE STAFF WORKROOM AND TRAINING CENTRE AT THE MARCHES SCHOOL AND TECHNOLOGY COLLEGE, MORDA ROAD, OSWESTRY.

GRID REFERENCE 328693 328812
Letter from Shropshire County Council providing information on the above application.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed other than to request the application is strictly time limited to five years.
All Members of Oswestry Borough Council Planning Committee abstained and asked for this to be recorded.

223.
PARISH PLANS STEERING GROUP
Letter from the Oswestry Community Development Officer, Oswestry Community Partnership relating to the establishment of the above Steering Group.

The Council is requested to send a representative to attend the first meeting of the Group which was to be held on Monday, 11th June, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. at Oswestry Borough Council Offices.

RESOLVED to highlight the fact that the date clashes with a significant Town Council meeting and therefore Town Councillors would be unable to attend, however thanks to be extended for the work in assisting the development of parish plans and to ask to be kept informed of the work.
224.
PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE WAITING RESTRICTIONS IN

OSWESTRY TOWN CENTRE
Letter from the Senior Traffic Engineer – North Team, Shropshire County Council responding to the Council’s request for clarification of any amendments to waiting restrictions within Oswestry town centre.

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest at this stage in the meeting on the basis of comments raised within the debate about local Police due to a direct member of her family being an employee of the policy authority.

RESOLVED to note the letter and to invite a representative from the Economy and Environment Section of Shropshire County Council to discuss general Oswestry traffic issues with the Development and Planning Committee, alongside the three County Councillors responsible for the town area.
225.
LIGHTING COLUMN – 2 GREENBANK CLOSE, OSWESTRY
The occupier of the above property has recently held a meeting with certain Town and Borough Councillors on the basis of revisiting the issue of moving the street lighting column outside the above property.

In summary, the Council did previously agree to the light being moved, subject to the cost being met by the individual.

Following the meeting held on the 23rd May, 2007, Members of the Town Council have indicated that the individual is prepared to pay a proportion of the sum involved and the Council is asked to revisit the matter.

After debate, it was RESOLVED
· On the basis that the lamppost is to be upgraded as well as repositioned, then the Council, under the exceptional circumstances, to pay a figure of one-third of the final cost.

· A letter indicating the proposed new siting to be sent to neighbours to ensure no conflict and to seek written consent from the neighouring property for the work.

· The costings to be retendered.

· Subject to agreements, then the matter to proceed without further reference to the Development and Planning Committee.

226.
STREET LIGHTING FORUM

An aim of the Council is to re-establish the Street Lighting Forum in 2007/2008. 

The Council was asked to discuss the aims for the Street Lighting Forum and consider membership and issues for an early agenda.  After debate, it was 
RESOLVED that the aim of the group to be to provide a grouping to debate lighting issues in Oswestry and surrounds and to provide a co-ordinated approach to service delivery, purchase of electricity, problem reporting and maintenance.  Membership to be extended to Town, Borough and County Councils, the contractors and parish and town councils in the Oswestry Borough Council area.  Future agenda items to include a service level agreement for the mains supply, the purchase of electricity, shared contracts and labeling.






COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,


                                                                    CHAIRMAN.
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