 DPC/45/06

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 20th November, 2006 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, W. Benyon,


Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones,

W.O. Jones and C. Scofield.
Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.
184.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that between 7.00 and 7.15 p.m. no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues etc.

185.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in all planning matters on the agenda, as the Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee, Oswestry Borough Council.  In addition, a personal interest was declared on planning application 06/14660 and 06/14673 due to the Councillor’s role as the Governor of Oswestry School.

Councilor W.S. Keable declared a personal interest in the two planning applications 06/14660 and 06/14673 as the Council’s representative on the Governing Body.

Councillor W.O. Jones and F.D. Aldridge declared a personal interest in all planning applications as members of the Planning Committee of Oswestry Borough Council.

Councillor C. Schofield and W.O. Jones declared a personal interest in agenda item 6 – Gasworks Bridge – as the Council’s representatives on the Cambrian Railways Trust.

The Chairman, Councillor Mrs. M. Chamberlain, declared a personal interest in planning application 06/14670 – Elgar House, 16 Elgar Close, Oswestry as a near neighbour to the site.

186.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow, K. Barrow, Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton and S.D. Edwards.


Absent:  Councillors W.H. Jones and M.A. Owen.

187.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 4th October, 2006, DPC/44/06, were confirmed and signed.

188.
PROPOSED EXTENSION TO OSWESTRY TOWN CENTRE CONSERVATION AREA

Letter from the Conservation Officer, Oswestry Borough Council, confirming that earlier in the year members of the Borough Council approved for the purposes of public consultation a proposed extension to the existing Town Centre Conservation Area.  Due to an oversight, Oswestry Town Council were never consulted on this proposal and accordingly the Borough is seeking its views now so that it can report back to the Council in December 2006.

RESOLVED

· To express disappointment at being overlooked and at the limited information provided upon which to comment at such a late stage.

· To question what buildings are to be included, how significant is the expansion, what the affects of the extension, or not, will be, what impact there will be on owners and what is the rationale in terms of protection and securing additional funding?

· To clarify the extent of consultation to ensure that commercial, residential, public and private sector viewpoints have been properly sought.

· To reinforce disappointment at the lack of clarity on what is an important issue, with significant cost implications, to those properties as implicated.

189.
GASWORKS BRIDGE
Further to previous discussions, letter from Shropshire County Council providing further details for the installation of the interim propping and associated road works.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To note the correspondence.

· To seek assurance that dialogue is taking place with bus operators to ensure the retention of a full service to residents in the Eastern Oswestry area and Unicorn Road/College Road etc.

· To welcome an undertaking that permanent repairs will be effected during the 2008/2009 financial year.

190.
APPLICATION BY COUNTY COUNCIL SEEKING PLANNING PERMISSION - ERECTION OF 2.4 METRE AND 3.0 METRE HIGH DARK GREEN STEEL MESH SECURITY FENCING AND GATES AT


THE MEADOWS PRIMARY SCHOOL, HARLECH ROAD, OSWESTRY


GRID REFERENCE 330260 330152

Letter from Shropshire County Council providing information on the above application which will be reported to the County Council’s Planning Committee on the 12th December, 2006.

RESOLVED to express disappointment at the lack of consultation over the installation of a security fence and consideration of options with residents, the Beat Officer for Eastern Oswestry and Ward Councillors and on this basis to reluctantly object to the application due to the precedent to be set and the fact that an application is being promoted which has not represented the community-wide approach to problem solving or local partnership.
It was further RESOLVED that with regard to the proposed extensions that no objection be made and a letter be forwarded welcoming the investment in permanent build.
191.
OSWESTRY BOROUGH LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK – UPDATE

Letter from the Planning Officer, Forward Planning, providing an update on progress in preparing the Local Development Framework.


RESOLVED 

· The correspondence be noted.

· To invite the Forward Planning Officer to a future meeting in the New Year to provide an update on the Scoping Report.

192.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/82/06.

At this stage in the proceedings, Councillor W.O. Jones left the meeting.

Application 06/14649 – Proposed dwelling and garage on land adjoining Brook House with existing vehicular and pedestrian access – Brook House, Middleton Road, Oswestry.
RESOLVED to strongly object to the application on the basis that a footpath is needed at this location as a prime consideration to improve highway and footway safety, which Oswestry Borough Council have previously agreed to investigate.  Also to object to the application on the grounds of over intensive development that is currently taking place.

Application 06/14654 – Ground floor extension to dwelling – Marford House, Wilmot Drive, Oswestry.
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

Application 06/14657 – Erection of dwelling with access from Hampton Fields – ‘Thornlea’, Mount Drive, Oswestry.
RESOLVED to express concerns over obstruction of a public right of way, offering the viewpoint that the right of way should be clearly defined by use of material and any obstruction to be the subject of future prosecution.

Application 06/14660 – Access and parking improvements – Oswestry School, Upper Brook Street, Oswestry.

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull and W.S. Keable declared personal interests in this application.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

Application 06/14666 – Replacement signage to include 3 x shop fascia signs and 1 sign on corner of building – Abbey Building Society, 4-6 The Cross, Oswestry.
RESOLVED 
to express concern and question where Conservation Area policy stands against national signage policies which was an issue raised at the Big Debate recently promoted by Oswestry Borough Council at The Marches School, that now clearly requires a dialogue.

06/14670 – Erection of four detached dwellings and conversion of existing dwelling into three – Elgar House, 16 Elgar Close.
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in the application.

RESOLVED to strongly oppose the application on the basis of previous concerns but to re-emphasise the issues of over-intensive development of the site, impact on local water pressure and the requirement for two pumping stations that does not represent sustainable development.

In addition, to express concern over local wildlife impact and seek assurance over the status of the Tree Preservation Orders as originally sought for the site.

06/14671 – Conversion of two dwellings into one and erection of extension at lower ground floor level at the rear of No.5 – 3-5 Chapel Street, Oswestry.
Councillors M. Bennett and Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in the matter on the basis of personal knowledge of the applicant and accordingly left the Chamber, taking no part in discussion or voting.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

06/14672 – Conversion of two dwellings into one and erection of extension at lower ground floor level at the rear of No.5 – 3-5 Chapel Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

06/14673 – Access and parking improvements – Oswestry School, Upper Brook Street, Oswestry.

Councillors W.S. Keable and Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in the application as Governors of the School.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

06/14669 – Erection of 2.4 metre and 3 metre high dark green steel mesh security fencing and gates – The Meadows County Primary School, Harlech Road, Oswestry.

RESOLVED the previous comments as stated be forwarded.





COUNCILLOR MRS. M.E. CHAMBERLAIN,







  CHAIRMAN.
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