DPC/50/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 19th November, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
Councillors M. Bennett, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 
M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.
Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer.
236.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow due to illness,  Councillor K. Barrow and F.D. Aldridge due to being in attendance at another meeting and 

Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon due to family commitments.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and approved.

237.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.

238.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, J.R. Evans,  Miss B.Y. Gull and W.O. Jones declared a personal interest on all planning matters on the basis of their dual hatted role in terms of planning with Oswestry Borough Council.

Councillor W. Benyon declared a personal interest in planning application 07/15279/FUL as he was a member of the Management Committee at this premises.

Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton declared a personal interest in item 7 – Shropshire Waste Partnership.  As a member of the town’s business community, she has waste removed by Veolia Environmental Services.

239.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on the 9th July, 2007, DPC/49/07, were confirmed and signed.

240.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, copy attached PA/86/07.

App. 07/15266/FUL – Construction of 3 no. shop units with 3 no. flats over – Land off Cabin Lane, Adj. Community Centre, Cabin Lane, Oswestry.
RESOLVED no observations were expressed with regard to the application, however Members did enquire as to whether the Section 106 Agreement could provide the opportunity for the developer to incorporate some small accommodation for a local Police Office, this being of community benefit.
App. 097/15269/ADV – Provision of 1 non-illuminated fascia sign and 2 illuminated fascia and 1 illuminated projecting sign – 1 Gobowen Road, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

App. 07/15270/LBC - Installation of stair  lift from ground to first floor – Kingswell Community Centre, Kingswell House, 9 Arthur Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.
App. 07/15279/FUL – Replacement timber windows to ground floor public house – The Oswestrian, English Walls, Oswestry.
RESOLVED no observations be expressed.
App. 07/15267ADV – Three internally illuminated, single sided free standing display units – BP Petrol Station, Beatrice Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to request that at times when the garage is not operational, signs should be turned off.
241.
OSWALD’S WELL LANE/UPPER BROOK STREET JUNCTION, OSWESTRY
A Member of the Town Council had raised an issue concerning problems at the above junction that were forwarded to Shropshire County Council.  A response from the Assistant Director, Transport and Highways has been received.  After considerable debate, it was
RESOLVED that a request be made that Shropshire County Council address the present situation be implementing white lines in the first instance, with a view to inserting double yellow lines in the future.

242.
SHROPSHIRE WASTE PARTNERSHIP
Letter from Shropshire Waste Partnership providing an invitation to the Waste Partnership’s Annual Conference to be held on the 22nd November, 2007 at The Shirehall. 

The programme includes a welcome by the Chair of Shropshire Waste Partnership, an outline of the new contract for Shropshire, a session on packaging waste and what is happening with retailers?  The Conference also includes an examination of weekly food waste collections in Ludlow, various seminars are also arranged as part of the event and the programme concludes with a hot topics debate with Eric Smith of BBC Radio Shropshire.

RESOLVED that unfortunately no Members were available to attend, however consideration should be given to attending a future event.
243.
AFFORDABLE HOUSING NEEDS IN OSWESTRY BOROUGH
Letter from the Housing Strategy Manager, Oswestry Borough Council detailing events being arranged, background and support suggested from parish and town councils.

RESOLVED to note the correspondence and endorse Oswestry Borough Council’s drive to establish affordable housing needs in the area and, in addition, invite Brighid Carey to a future meeting in order to discuss the feedback as received.
244.
STREET LIGHTING MAINTENANCE REPORT 2007

Report from V & W Electrics Ltd. on the 2007 schedule with issues and priorities raised.

The annual report from V&W identifies priority 5 work which normally involves new columns, resleeving etc.

The 2007 schedule originally identified some 30 columns that needed significant work.  Budget finance was made available for 10 and in discussion with V&W this morning; it would seem that some 20 columns now remain.

In reviewing finance for the current year, there is £15,000 in earmarked reserves but, importantly, there remains just short of £19,000 under the street lighting budgets for repairs and renewals, priority repairs and upgrades and replacement columns.

In discussion with V&W it is considered a further allocation of £10,000 would enable the majority of the problems currently faced to be resolved and, in addition, a meeting of the Street Lighting Forum has been arranged for the 17th January, 2008 when an in-depth analysis can take place of street lighting issues, including energy supplies, priority work for 2007, relabelling of the columns, inclusion of danger markings on columns and looking at service level agreements with both our own contractor and the mains service provider.  After considerable discussion, it was

RESOLVED to request of the Finance and General Purposes Committee a further allocation of £10,000 which would enable the majority of the problems currently faced to be resolved and to acknowledge that a meeting of the Street Lighting Forum will take place on the 17th January, 2008.

245.
REVISION OF THE REGIONAL SPATIAL STRATEGY FOR THE WEST MIDLANDS
Letter from the Director, West Midlands Regional Assembly inviting delegates to be appointed to attend the above event to be held on Tuesday, 27th November, 2007 at the Burlington Hotel, Birmingham.

In summary, Phase Three of the Regional Spatial Strategy Revision is set to commence and the Regional Assembly has prepared a Draft Project Plan which examines how it proposes to carry out this phase of the revision and what it will be looking at.

RESOLVED that this information be noted.
COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,







CHAIRMAN.
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