DPC/51/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 17th December, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow,

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, K. Barrow, M. Bennett, 

W. Benyon, Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, 

J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer.
                                    6 members of the public.

In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.

246.
APOLOGIES
RESOLVED to note that there were no apologies for absence.

247.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public questioned the Council on local issues etc.

248.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, M. Bennett, F.D.Aldridge, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, W.O. Jones declared personal interests on all planning matters on the basis of their dual hatted role in terms of planning with Oswestry Borough Council.
249.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 19th November, 2007, DPC/50/07, were confirmed and signed.
250.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/87/07.

App. No. 07/15322/FUL –Erection of mono pitch roof over existing outrigger – 30 Victoria Road, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed. 

App. No. 07/15324/ADV – Replacement illuminated advertisements – Focus, Unit 1, Penda Retail Park, Salop Road, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to note the application but to express regret that it was retrospective.

App. No. 15313/FUL – Demolition of existing kitchen extension and construction of new single storey extension to incorporate additional bedroom and larger kitchen – 10  Bradley Fields, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.
App. No. 07/15316/OUT – Formation of building plot in part of existing garden – 12 Beech Grove, Oswestry.

Councillor W.O. Jones declared a prejudicial interest in the matter on the basis that the planning application was in respect of his brother-in-law and left the Chamber and took no part in discussion or voting.

RESOLVED to express disappointment at this stage at the sub-division of an established residential plot and the loss of amenity and play space.  In addition, to urge that should permission be granted, then proper infrastructure is introduced to ensure the application is consistent with the existing street scene and the views of the highway authority are sought.  This on the basis of the proximity to a local school and the siting of the property on a bend, with associated parking problems.

App. No. 07/15335/OUT – Erection of two bedroom dwelling and new access – 71 Aston Way, Oswestry.

RESOLVED to express similar applications in respect of sub division of plots as outlined in application 15316.

251.
BUDGET 2008/09
Discuss on requirements of the Estimates of Expenditure and Income 2008/09.

RESOLVED
· To seek discussion on energy alternatives at the forthcoming Street Lighting Forum in January.

· To maintain the street lighting earmarked reserve account and to replace the £15,000 as additional revenue budget.
252.
PLANNING

The Committee was asked to review how the Town Council considers planning applications and a series of challenging questions were provided by the Town Clerk.  As the result of a considerable debate, it was RESOLVED
· To acknowledge that planning is important to the Town Council and publicly driven.

· That the Council continue to circulate a weekly planning list to all Members.

· That four Members of the Council can call a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee, as required.

· To maintain a low key role in terms of planning, on the basis of direct involvement of many Members at Borough level.

· To bring back, on a need basis, a short Development and Planning Committee meeting at the front of any standing committee meeting.

· To recognize the planning agenda for change and the need to react quickly.

· To inform the new unitary groups, through Nicola Yates, of our interest in planning and wish for update information and to seek assurance that the Town Council will have input into the policy setting for the new planning agenda and that Oswestry will be the fulcrum for a planning forum, recognizing its position as the second largest town in the county.

· To recognize the need for training in planning when new structures are established that can be shared with other neighbouring parishes.

· To look for a planning training event in the Spring of 2008 to deal with both the LDF process and, importantly, what forms valid comments in terms of planning and how effective representations can be made.

253.
STREET LIGHTING IMPROVEMENTS
Request from Councillor M. Bennett for the provision of improved lighting on the footpath from Oak Drive to Holly Green.  After considerable debate, it was RESOLVED
· A site meeting be set up with V & W Electrics in the New Year to look at options and cost and Ward Councillors to be invited to such a meeting.

· To set up a site meeting with Oswestry Borough Council to examine ownership.

· An immediate letter to be forwarded to Shropshire County Council asking them to deal with the hedge issues overgrowing the footpath.

254.
THANKS

Before the conclusion of the meeting Councillor J.R. Evans, as a newly elected Councillor, formally thanked his fellow colleagues and The Mayor for their help and support during the year and paid tribute to the Town Clerk and staff for their considerable work and support of the elected Members.
In addition, The Town Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow, extended best wishes to all Councillors and staff and their families for Christmas and the New Year and invited all Members to partake of refreshments.






COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,







CHAIRMAN.
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