 AC/90/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday,
27th June. 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor D. Barrow),



Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon,

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain,

Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable.   

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.
In the Chair:  The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow.

171.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that between 7.00 and 7.15 p.m. no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues etc.
172.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Proposed by Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull, seconded by Councillor Mrs. A.H.

Bickerton and unanimously

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley be elected Chairman.

173.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
Proposed by Councillor M. Bennett, seconded by Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow and unanimously

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton be elected Vice-Chairman.
174.
APOLOGIES   
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge –  holidays, Councillor K. Barrow – holidays, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

175.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED to record the below declarations of interest:

Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton declared a  personal interest – agenda item 21 - Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre – Borough Council representative on the Tourism Association and Council representative on the Building Trust.

All members of Oswestry Burial Joint Committee declared an interest in agenda item 20 – Oswestry Burial Joint Committee.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 21 – 

Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre – Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd. – agenda item (a) Security of Loan, due to being acting Chairman of Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd.

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 19 – St. David’s Closed Churchyard – as a member of St. Oswald’s congregation.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – agenda item 13 – Citizens Advice Shropshire – personal interest as the Council’s representative on the group.

Councillor R. Hoseason – agenda item 19 – St. David’s Closed Churchyard – personal interest as a member of St. Oswald’s Parish Church.

176.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on the15th March, 2007, AC/89/07, were confirmed and signed.
177.
CAE GLAS PARK – MONITORING MEETINGS

RESOLVED to adopt reports on monitoring meetings as held on:

3rd April, 2007 

-
CGP/107/07

12th April, 2007 

-
CGP/108/07 

9th May, 2007

-
CGP/109/07

7th June, 2007 

-
CGP/110/07



In addition, it was further RESOLVED

· To request a flowering currant hedge by the composting area to ensure an attractive mixed hedge is produced.
· Within the monitoring meeting reports, actions from previous meetings to be signed off and the overall item to include a summary sheet of decisions needed.

178.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE MANAGEMENT GROUP

RESOLVED to adopt reports on meetings as held on:

10th April, 2007

-
HCMG/51/07

18th May, 2007 

-
HCMG/52/07
179.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM

RESOLVED to adopt reports on meetings as held on:


13th March, 2007 

-
OIB/1/07 


10th April, 2007 

-
OIB/2/07

9th May, 2007

-
OIB/3/07

5th June, 2007

-
OIB/4/07

13th June, 2007 

-
OIB/5/07
It was further RESOLVED that a vote of thanks be recorded to the Chairman and the group of volunteers for the significant work as undertaken.

180.
LEISURE AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE
Minutes of a meeting of the Leisure and Amenities Sub-Committee held on the 16th April, 2007.

RESOLVED Report LASC/1/07 be adopted.
181.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE

Report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to the 19th June, 2007.


RESOLVED Report TC/1614/07 be adopted.

182.
PERCY ALEXANDER ROBERTS – MEMORIAL GATES
Letter from Mrs. Marjorie Cherrington addressed to The Mayor following the Council’s agreement to have the individual’s name engraved on the War Memorial at Cae Glas Park.


RESOLVED the very kind letter be noted with pleasure.

183.
CITIZENS ADVICE SHROPSHIRE – LOCAL ADVISORY GROUPS

The Council representative on Citizens Advice Shropshire had been advised that the Management Board has reviewed the governance of CAS and several changes have been made that include the view that Local Advisory Groups set up at the time of amalgamation have now fulfilled their useful transitional function and have therefore been disbanded with effect from the end of June 2007.  After considerable debate, it was RESOLVED
· To express grave disappointment at the removal of a group that provided support, monitoring and scrutiny of the delivery of this vital community service.
· To express disappointment at the serious reduction of the level of service that threatens its future viability.


· To call for an urgent review of the delivery of the service and ask for serious consideration of restoration of a locally delivered service, overseen by local management and local monitoring on the basis that the service at present seems unsustainable, remote and not maximising its significant volunteer resources.

· To record thanks to the volunteers in Oswestry for their sterling support and service to the community over many years.

184.
OSWESTRY MUSIC LIVE
Report on a table top exercise for Music Live held on the 26th June, 2007 attended by various agencies involved in the event.  The report covered issues relating to policing and stewarding, the formal letting of the licensed bar and various other issues as identified at the exercise.
RESOLVED the report be noted and congratulations extended to the Town Clerk and Community Services Officer on the arrangements to date.

185.
OSWESTRY MUSIC LIVE – POLICING

Report from the Town Clerk following a recent meeting between the Town Clerk, Community Services Officer and Chief inspector Martin Whitelegg, West Mercia over issues relating to Music Live and the charge imposed by the Police for their services.
In summary, it was recommended that the Council now pay the invoice for the provision of a Sergeant and three Officers for the event in an amount of £1,945.80 as formally agreed by the Council in May 2007.  However, following representations, the Police Authority itself will now meet the shortfall in the above amount which was to be taken from the CCTV budget.  On the basis of the above, the implications mean that there will be no cost involvement to the Town Council for policing for Oswestry Music Live 2007 and that the full CCTV budget will now be restored. 

In addition, a wholesale review of Oswesty Music Live 2007 is suggested after the event with both Police and elected Members to review the role of the Police and what participation and influence they have in the event for future years.  After discussion, it was

RESOLVED to accept the above arrangements and congratulations to be extended to the Town Clerk and Chief Inspector Martin Whitelegg for the negotiations.
186.
OSWESTRY PLAY PARTNERSHIP

Letter from the Policy Officer, Oswestry Borough Council enclosing a copy of the Oswestry Area Play Partnership Play Strategy as produced for consultation.  Comments are invited.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To welcome the development of the Strategy and urge the Partnership to look for additionality, based around locally identified needs, ideally through the parish planning process.

· To request that any project is sustainable in terms of management maintenance and health and safety.

· Within future strategy development, to suggest that an emphasis be placed on play and open space within Section 106 Agreements, with consultation and possible devolvement of funds and ownership to local councils.

187. LOCAL INVOLVEMENT IN HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE
Letter from the Divisional Surveyor, Shropshire County Council confirming that the County Council has been operating a scheme whereby Parish and Town Councils are encouraged to carry out local, minor highway maintenance activities in their district.  This effectively allows Parish and Town Councils to ensure that, within reason, local highway issues can be dealt with to their satisfaction.

Shropshire County Council is able to offer a grant of £700 to £1,800 (depending on the size of a parish) and information has been made available.

In summary, the Council is asked to consider whether it may be interested in such a scheme and possibly identify potential action that logistically could link in with the annual Heart of England in Bloom entry.

RESOLVED to express interest, in principle, and to explore the detail, inviting the Oswestry in Bloom Committee to identify projects for the Town Council to negotiate funding.  On this basis, the Town Council, in principle, to consider matching funding any drawdown to build an economy.

188.
QUOTATIONS

Consideration of  quotations as received for work at Cae Glas Park.  After debate, it was 

RESOLVED to accept the below quotations:

· A sum of £456.60 for the supply of galvanised steel mesh climbing frames to be sited in the Boars Head passage leading into Cae Glas Park and the supply and planting of different species of Clematis.

· A quotation in an amount of £1,685.00 for development of a composting area between the gable end of Bellan House and the access near to St. David’s footpath.

Two quotations were considered for erection of railings on the Dentist’s boundary to Cae Glas Park.  After debate, it was 
RESOLVED to recommend acceptance to the Council of the quotation from Stokes of England in an amount of £17,092.30.  The tender was selected on the basis for a preference for an all inclusive price for the work, to provide consistency with work previously carried out in this area of the Park and recognising the quality product produced by the contractor.  A report to be taken to a special meeting of the Council to be held on Wednesday, 4th July, 2007 requesting the Council to vary the budget to enable the spending authorisation.

189.
PUBLIC INFORMATION PILLARS

Letter from Julie Ruler, Community Strategy Support Officer, Oswestry Borough Council advising that Oswestry Market Town Partnership recently received a presentation from a representative from Public Information Pillars.  As a result, the Partnership have suggested that, in their opinion, the use of public information pillars should be considered for the town centre.


The following positive comments were received:

· The Pillars will be an excellent method of local advertising.

· Community groups can benefit from low cost or free awareness raising of event information.

· Limited use of Pillars could impact on the reduction of flyposting and the use of a board advertising in the town.

The Community Strategy Support Officer asks if the matter could be raised with the relevant committee of the Town Council and a response be issued.

RESOLVED to note the information and to invite a proposal for siting of such items on Town Council sites where such a location may be appropriate.  This being based on income potential as an alternative approach to dealing with graffiti in the town centre.

190.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
