AC/88/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 

24th January, 2007 in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, 



Mrs. M. Benyon, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain,



Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

J.G. Jones and W.H. Jones.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley.

122.
APOLOGIES   
Apologies were received from Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments, Councillor Mrs. M. Benyon – family commitments,

Councillor W.H. Jones – illness, Councillor S.D. Edwards – work commitments, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness, Councillor W.O. Jones – illness.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.

Absent:  Councillor M.A. Owen.

123.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – agenda item 4 – Brogyntyn Park – personal interest as a member of the Planning Committee of another authority and local resident.

Councillor W.S. Keable – agenda item 4 – Brogyntyn Park – personal interest as a local resident.

Councillor F.D. Aldridge – agenda item 4 – Brogyntyn Park - personal interest as a member of Oswestry Borough Council.   
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – agenda item 16 - Safer Routes to School – 

personal interest as a Governor of Beech Grove School, also Governor at a neighbouring school.

Councillor M. Bennett -  agenda item 16 – Safer Routes to School –

personal interest as a Governor of Beech Grove School.  
Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – agenda item 23 – Visitor and Exhibition Centre- personal interest as the Town Council representative on Oswestry Borderland Trust.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – agenda item 23 – Visitor and Exhibition 

Centre - personal interest as Town Council representative on Oswestry Borderland Trust.   
All Members – agenda item 18 – Cae Glas Park – personal interest as member of Cae Glas Trust.    
124.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
COMMITTEE IN OPEN SESSION

126.
PUBLIC SESSION
For fifteen minutes, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions to be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.

RESOLVED to note no questions were submitted.

127.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on the 29th November, 2006, AC/87/06, were confirmed and signed.
128.
CAE GLAS PARK - MONITORING
RESOLVED to note reports on monitoring meetings as held on:

1st December, 2006 
-
CGP/103/06

18th December, 2006 
-
CGP/104/06
129.
HERITAGE CENTRE MANAGEMENT GROUP

RESOLVED to adopt a report on a meeting as held on 28th November, 2006, HCMG/48/06.

Further RESOLVED to note that a series of Craft Workshops are to be held at the Centre on a Saturday to be run by Sue Miller and an update will be provided for the Council after a trial period of three months.

130.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to the16th January, 2007, TC/1567/07.

It was further RESOLVED to identify the need to look at the cost of the Visitor and Exhibition Centre during the next financial year and the need to reduce costs as part of an overall review of services, if possible.

131.
OSWESTRY CHRISTMAS LIVE
Report from the Community Services Officer on the event held on the 1st December, 2006.  It was RESOLVED 

· Report TC/1568/07 be adopted.
· To acknowledge the overall success of the evening and to record thanks to everyone involved in organising and to the staff of the Town Council for a tremendous team effort that provided a significant community event for the town.

132.
YOUTH COUNCIL TALENT COMPETITION 2006 

An update report from the Community Services Officer on the 2006 Youth Talent Competition.

RESOLVED Report TC/1569/07 be adopted.
In addition, it was Resolved a sincere vote of thanks be recorded to the Community Services Officer and the Youth Council for the success of the event and to Councillor M. Bennett and Phil Beaumont for their generosity and support.

133.
CAMBRIAN RAILWAYS SOCIETY – SUPPORT

Letter from the Chairman, Cambrian Railways Society Ltd. confirming that the Trust and Society are working towards delivering the Oswestry Heritage Railway project, with each group playing its own part in the overall scheme.

On the basis of the above and the need for both bodies to have the ability to attract funding for their projects, the Town Council is asked to confirm that it will afford the same unequivocal support to the Cambrian Railways Society as that previously offered to the Cambrian Railways Trust.

RESOLVED to confirm that Oswestry Town Council will only support the Trust as the agreed umbrella body and therefore suggest that both bodies now consider merger to provide a strong organisation and a united vision.

In addition to note the letter from the Cambrian Railways Society but to point out that the Council is not in a position to give unequivocal support to any individual organisation.

134.
FORMER RAILWAY LAND AT OSWALD ROAD, OSWESTRY

Letter from Edwina Smart, Principal Planning Officer, Oswestry Borough Council, confirming that information has been received from Forestry Commission:  England with regard to a proposal to fell further trees on the former railway land.  The area of trees involved abuts the Bridgeman Road boundary and replacement planting with native species is also proposed.


RESOLVED the item be noted.

135.
BETTER WELCOME APPLICATION
Letter from Julie Ruler, Oswestry Borough Council, confirming that the Better Welcome Application has been approved.  The partnership meeting has been arranged for the 31st January, 2007.  The purpose of the meeting will be to look at the MTP Action Plan and to prioritise activity for 2007.

The writer indicates that ideas are being sought of other projects to include.

RESOLVED the letter be noted with pleasure, particularly as an inclusion relates to the Powis Hall.

 136.
SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOOL 

Letter from the Transport Planner, Shropshire County Council, confirming the County Council is currently working with Oswestry Infant School, looking at way to encourage more walking and cycling to school and to improve safety on the school journey.  One of the main concerns that has been raised by parents and pupils is pedestrian safety when crossing Middleton Road in order to access the main school entrance.  A number of safety improvements have been recommended which Oswestry Infant School is supportive of and the intention is to implement the scheme during 2007. 

The Council is invited to make any comments by the 25th January.

RESOLVED

· To welcome the proposal.

· To ask the Traffic Enforcement Team at peak periods to ensure safe parking only for delivery and collection of pupils to the school.

· To ask for priority inclusion of the traffic light scheme at Middleton Road/Salop Road junction to add to the safety case of the schools in this area of Oswestry and to seek information on the current timetable for the proposed works.

137.
FOOTPATHS IN OSWESTRY URBAN
Letter from Ron Bond, ROW Officer, Oswestry Ramblers, indicating that he has recently carried out a survey of footpaths in Oswestry Town, known as Oswestry Urban Parish.  After debate, it was RESOLVED
· To note the correspondence as received relating to the personal surveys undertaken.

· To take up the issue of overgrown hedges as identified with the Borough Council.

· Councillor Bill Benyon to be appointed as a voluntary Footpath Liaison Officer and Ron Bond to be invited to liaise with Councillor Benyon on any relevant issue that he feels should be brought to a future agenda of the Town Council.

138.
CAE GLAS PARK – PLAY EQUIPMENT
Following a recent inspection, various items of play equipment had been closed and substantial repairs are necessary or replacement.  The Community Services Officer has been costing replacement which were considered by Committee.   After debate, it was RESOLVED
· Report TC/1570/07 be adopted.
· In principle, to acknowledge the requirement to replace items of equipment as a matter of urgency.
· To survey other alternatives in design and cost and invite certain companies on site.

· To undertake some consultation with local schools.

· To seek funding from Cae Glas Trust for a donation, recognising that the financial  balance will be met by the Town Council.

· A Task and Finish Group to be appointed, comprising of the Chairman of Amenities Committee, Councillors Mrs. M. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, together with the Chairman of Cae Glas Trust to meet the requirements of the Council and to deliver the project within the available budgets.

· To seek information on funding potentially available through the Oswestry Play Partnership.
139. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.
