  AC/98/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 3rd September, 2008 at 7.30p.m. at the conclusion of the Development and Planning Committee at The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 

W. Benyon,  Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.R. Evans, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.

In the Chair: Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley

Also in attendance:  Town Clerk.


328.
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow 
– hospital, Councillor K. Barrow – Implementation Executive 
meeting, Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain 
– illness.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

329.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED no disclosure of interests were recorded.

330.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 23rd July, 2008, AC/97/08 were confirmed and signed.
331.
CAE GLAS PARK – MONITORING MEETINGS

Report on a monitoring meeting as held on 6th August, 2008, CGP/129/08

and a report from the Community Services Officer, TC/1778/08.  After 
discussion, it was RESOLVED
· That report CGP/129/08 be adopted.

· That report TC/1778/08 be adopted.

It was further RESOLVED
· Not to accept quotations for the preparation of a calendar for Cae Glas Park, due to the various commercial interests already involved in this sort of project.

· To formally accept quotations from Fastrack in an amount of £686.40 in respect of fencing to the wildlife area; £586.06 for purchase of 2,500 summer bulbs to provide a display on the border between the bowling green and the rear of Wetherspoons and finally a sum of £1,800 to rejuvenate the nutrients and the deteriorating soil in the floral beds to the front of the Park.

· Not to accept a quotation in an mount of £1,109.69 for erection of fencing at the rose garden to the rear of the double tennis courts; alternative options to be considered.

· To confirm that the Council formally enter the Green Flag Competition in 2009 and proceed with the application.

· To confirm a site inspection with Gary Jones of Fastrack within the next few weeks, looking at general issues within the Park.
332.
GATACRE ALLOTMENTS

Report on a meeting as held on the 18th August, 2008, GA/5/08.

RESOLVED

· To formally adopt Report GA/5/08.

· To record congratulations to the Gatacre Gardens and Allotments Association on their successes within competitions and gaining a Gold Medal at Shrewsbury Flower Show.

· To acknowledge the demand for allotments at the present time and the Town Clerk to investigate the potential for acquiring additional allotments to satisfy demand.

333.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM

 Reports on meetings held on 15th July, 2008, OIB/6/08, 22nd July, 2008, 
OIB/7/08 and 29th July, 2008, OIB/8/08.


RESOLVED the reports be adopted.

334.
BEST COMMERCIAL FLORAL DISPLAY
Report on the adjudication of the best floral commercial display within Oswestry town centre conservation area for 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1779/08 be adopted.

Further RESOLVED to formally thank The Mayor and Chairman for the judging for 2008 and to reaffirm that The Mayor and Chairman of the Amenities Committee be judges for this competition for the future.
335.
OSWESTRY YOUTH COUNCIL

Report from the Community Services Officer giving an update on 
Oswestry Youth Council.


RESOLVED Report TC/1776/08 be adopted.
336
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION IN 
DESIGNATED PUBLIC PLACES) REGULATIONS 2007 

Letter from Oswestry Borough Council asking the Town Council to confirm the areas it wishes to designate under the above regulations.

RESOLVED to confirm agreement to the designation of the Millennium Green and Holly Green but, in addition, to suggest that Brynhafod Playing Fields and Oswald’s Well are also added to the schedule.

337.
ANNUAL REVIEW CONFERENCE
Letter from the Safer Roads Partnership inviting the Council to send a representative to the Annual Review Conference to be held on Friday, 19th September, 2008 at The Lord Hill Hotel, Shrewsbury.  


RESOLVED to note that no Member was available to attend on this date.
338.
OSWESTRY PUB AND EVENT WATCH

Letter from Julie Ruler, Oswestry Community Strategy Support Officer, 
requesting this Council’s payment of membership towards the above.


RESOLVED to defer and invite the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the 
Amenities Committee, with the Town Clerk, to meet with Julie Ruler to 
establish the perceived benefits to the Council by members and a report 
back to be made with the practical implications.

339.
WAR MEMORIAL – CAE GLAS PARK GATES

Letter from Mr. G. Lockhart, Branch Secretary, The Royal British Legion, 
together with a request from Mrs. Patricia Favier for the name of John 
Henry Wood to be placed on the War Memorial.


RESOLVED to add on the same terms as previously agreed.
340.
OSWESTRY YOUTH CAFÉ MANAGEMENT MEETING


Report from Councillor Mrs. E. Channon, the Council’s 
representative on the Oswestry Youth Café Management Group on their 
meeting held on the 3rd July.


RESOLVED the report be adopted.

341.
IT’S LOCAL DEMOCRACY WEEK!  13-17 OCTOBER 2008  


Information from Shropshire County Council confirming that the above 
week is designated as Local Democracy Week to help children and young 
people become more involved with decision making and planning at a 
local level.


The County Council has undertaking certain activities and this Council 
was asked if it wishes to involve itself within the proposed Week.  After 
discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To agree to take part if possible in Local Democracy Week.

· To invite local primary schools into the Guildhall and to provide a structured programme, including a meeting with The Mayor.

· The Marches School be invited to hold a school council meeting at the Guildhall.

· Walford and North Shropshire College and Oswestry School to be asked if they would like to be associated with the Town Council in an activity during the week.

· Encouragement be offered to the Youth Council to participate with an event.
342.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
TO DATE
Report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 26th August, 2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1762/08 be adopted.
343.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

