AC/97/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 23rd July, 2008 at 7.30p.m. at the conclusion of the Development and Planning Committee at The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 



Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 



Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, 



Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason 



W.S. Keable, W.O. Jones and C. Schofield. 

In the Chair: Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley

Also in attendance:  Town Clerk.


308.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor M. Bennett – meeting – Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness and Councillor R. Hoseason - work.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

309.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 11 – 
North Shropshire Tourism Ltd. – Marketing Opportunity, together with 
Councillor Mrs. M. Chamberlain – as the Council’s representatives on 
Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd.

310.
MINUTES


Minutes of a meeting held on the 11th June, 2008 were confirmed and 

signed.
311.
CAE GLAS PARK – MONITORING MEETINGS

Report on monitoring meetings held on 5th June, 2008, CGP/126/08 and

24th June, 2008, CGP/127/08.

RESOLVED the above reports be adopted.
It was further RESOLVED to confirm the format of the reports from 
Monitoring Meetings for information purpose and to accept that a 
summary report with key points for discussion and decision be included as 
a formal agenda item.

It was RESOLVED further to note with disappointment the recent 
vandalism that had taken place in the site and damage due to weather 
conditions, acknowledging the financial implications as incurred and met.

312.
OSWESTRY VISITOR AND EXHIBITION CENTRE
Report on a meeting held on the 4th July, 2008, HCMG/58/08.

RESOLVED the report be adopted and the Committee to agree to underwrite to a figure of £250 the Pru Barron Competition for 2009.
313.
OSWESTRY IN BLOOM

RESOLVED to adopt reports on meetings held on:


21ST May, 2008 
-
OIB/3/08


10th June, 2008 
-
OIB/4/08


24TH June, 2008 
-
OIB/5/08

314.
OSWESTRY MUSIC LIVE

Summary report from the Community Services Officer on the 2008 event.

RESOLVED

· Report TC/1753/08 be adopted.

· Thanks be recorded to the Community Services Officer, Phil Beaumont, James Bond, Alan Stokes and the Border Counties Advertizer and Shropshire Star for their considerable support in arranging and promoting the event.

· The Committee to consider a financial report on the event in the autumn and to determine arrangements, or otherwise, for a Music Live event in 2009.
315.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES – UPDATE REPORT
RESOLVED to note a quarterly report from Helen Hayes, Archivist, as provided as part of the service level agreement with Shropshire Archives.

316.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE 
TO DATE

Report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 11th July, 2008.


RESOLVED to adopt Report TC/1750/08.

317.
NORTH SHROPSHIRE TOURISM LTD – MARKETING OPPORTUNITY


Letter from the Vice-Chairman, North Shropshire Tourism Ltd. outlining 
the proposed production of a joint North Shropshire and Oswestry 
brochure to promote the very best that Oswestry, the Welsh Borders and 
North Shropshire have to offer. 


 The write confirms that “the Executive Committee of Oswestry Borderland 
Tourism have subsequently decided not to progress with this proposal, 
despite the significant potential cost savings and the benefit of a single, 
more focused visitor offer that this approach could bring to the member 
businesses of both organisations, as well as the reduced duplication in 
print and distribution.”


The Board of North Shropshire Tourism however believes that this 
approach has some significant benefits and that it will present a much 
stronger destination offer to potential visitors and ultimately generate 
more visitors for the advertising business.  North Shropshire Tourism have 
therefore decided to produce a new high quality brochure for 2009 to 
promote the whole area featuring accommodation and attraction 
businesses throughout Oswestry, the Welsh Borders and North 
Shropshire.


In summary, the Town Council is given an opportunity to advertise within 
the brochure, with a print run of at least 25,000.  The advertising cost is 
£90.00, but this includes joint membership of North Shropshire Tourism 
and Shropshire Tourism.  It also includes a free presence on the North 
Shropshire, Shropshire Tourism and Oswestry websites.


The Committee is therefore asked if it wishes to take up the offer that 
includes joint membership of both North Shropshire Tourism and 
Shropshire Tourism.


RESOLVED
· To acknowledge the correspondence.
· To maintain support for Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd. and its brochure for 2009 exclusively.

· To express a sincere hope that a shared agenda can be promoted in future years, recognising the change in local governance in Shropshire.
318.
GP LED HEALTH CENTRE CONSULTATION

For information, letter from the Primary Care Development Manager 
confirming that the Shropshire County NHS Primary Care Trust would be 
prepared to meet with representatives of the Council to discuss the 
concerns as outlined within their recent consultation.


The Committee was asked to consider arrangements for such a meeting.


RESOLVED that a special meeting of the Council in September be called 
to allow full participation.

319.
OSWESTRY: EX POST OFFICE – EXTERNAL FEATURE CLOCK


Letter from Smith of Derby providing quotations for repairs and 
refurbishment of the clock.  A costing was provided for total refurbishment 
and also for essential works.


RESOLVED the matter be left in abeyance until the autumn when building 
works to the property are complete and access to the clock is confirmed, 
or otherwise.

320.
EDUCATIONAL SEMINAR – PLAY EQUIPMENT

The Finance Officer of the Council was asked to attend the event 
arranged by Proludic Ltd. held at Cardiff on the 29th May, 2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1754/08 be noted.
321.
SERVICE PLANS


At the meeting of the Town Council held on the 14th July, 2008, a series 
of Service Plans were adopted by the Council and referred to each 
Standing Committee for individual consideration and revision 

as appropriate. 


The Amenities Committee was asked to consider the Service Plans that 
relate to:
· Allotments

· Floral Planters and Hanging Baskets

· Christmas Decorative Lighting

· Castle Bank

· Parks and Open Spaces

· Annual Bonfire and Fireworks Evening

· Oswestry Youth Music Festival

· Oswestry Visitor and Exhibition Centre

· Youth provision

· Oswestry Cemetery

RESOLVED that the Service Plans be formally adopted by the Amenities 
Committee.

322.
APPLICATION TO REGISTER THE RAILWAY LAND (5 ACRE SITE)


OSWESTRY AS A TOWN GREEN


For information, copy of a report to be presented to a meeting of the 
County Council Planning Committee on Wednesday, 23rd July, 2008 at 
The Shirehall.  After considerable discussion, it was 


RESOLVED that letters be forwarded to the Secretaries of State 
respectively at CLG and DEFRA expressing concern at the Inspector’s

 
Report of the 25th May and the fact that the Council does not believe an 
impartial viewpoint was taken at appeal as the original Inspector was 
again engaged, this on an issue with a substantial evidence of concern 
from the two immediate local authorities and the general public.  On this 
basis, to request that an investigation into the process be undertaken as a 
priority.

323.
MEMORIAL GATES, OSWESTRY

Report from the Community Services Officer on restoration of the 
Memorial Gates, Oswestry.


RESOLVED 

· To accept the recommendations as outlined in Report TC/1755/08 and the lowest tender in an amount of £1,190  be accepted in principle.  
· That the tenderer to be asked for a method statement that then to be submitted to the War Memorial Trust for endorsement, recognising 
the concerns of the Council over damage to the marble plaque.  If an affirmative response is received from the War Memorial Trust, then the matter to proceed and the contact to be let.
324.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

