OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday 19th May, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT: 

The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, W. Benyon, 
Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 
M. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, W.O. Jones, W.S. Keable and C. Schofield.




In the Chair: The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Also in attendance:
Mr. G. Wilson, Acting Town Clerk

Mr. R. Dyke, The Finance Officer

140.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that at the outset of the meeting, no members of the 
public were present to question the Council on local issues etc.
141.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on items included on the agenda were declared as below in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
RESOLVED no declarations be recorded.

142.
APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors F.D. Aldridge – holiday, Mrs. M. Benyon – family bereavement, K. Barrow – meeting, J. Evans – holiday.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

143.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 31st March and 12th May, 2008 were confirmed and signed (OTC/221/08 & OTC/222/08).
144.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
RESOLVED to adopt a schedule of meetings for 2008/09 as circulated (TC/1726/08)
145.
TO TRANSACT ALL SUCH BUSINESS
(a) Appointment of Committees
RESOLVED to appoint the following Committees;
(i) Development and Planning
All Members.
(ii)
Amenities

All Members.
(iii)
Finance and General Purposes

All Members.

(iv)
Markets and Car Parks

All Members.
 (v)
Leisure and Amenities Sub

Councillors M. Bennett, W. Benyon, Mrs. E. Channon, 
J.R. Evans, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, 
C. Schofield and Mrs. M. Benyon. 
(vi)
Appeals Committee

To be appointed on a need basis.

(vii)
Disciplinary Committee


To be appointed on a need basis.
(viii)
Chairman’s Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen of 

Standing Committees.

(ix) Oswestry Youth Music Festival Best Value Group
The Group to be wound up, any further issues to be reported to The Chairman’s Group.
(x) Smithfield Task and Finish Group
The Group to be wound up, any further issues to be placed before The Chairman’s Group.
(xi)
I.T. Strategy Group

The Group to be wound up, any further issues to be placed before The Chairman’s Group.
(xii)
Oswestry Burial Task and Finish Group

The Group to be wound up, any further issues to be placed before The Chairman’s Group.
(b)
Appointment of Representatives
RESOLVED to appoint the below representatives:

(i)
Grace Rees Charity
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull, 
W.O. Jones, Principal Walford and North Shropshire College, Headmaster, The Marches School. 
(ii)
Area Committee of Parish Councils




Councillor W.S. Keable and Councillor K. Barrow.


(iii)
Association for the Elderly



Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow and Councillor W.S. Keable.


(iv)
Oswestry Twinning Association




Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow and Mrs. E. Channon.



(v)
Oswestry and District Arts Association




Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull.



(vi)
Oswestry Borderland Tourism 

No representative to be appointed. 

(viii)
Gatacre Allotment Liaison Committee



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 




Mrs. E. Channon, J.G. Jones and W.O. Jones. 
(ix)
Shrewsbury-Chester Rail Users’ Association

Councillor C. Schofield. 
(x)
Christmas Decorative Lighting

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, W. Benyon, W.O. Jones,

and Mrs. C. Hawksley.

Councillor Miss. B.Y. Gull to approach Oswestry Borough Council with the view to co-opting Councillor Mrs. E. Channon on to the Committee along with the four appointed representatives.

(xi) Emergency Advisors

Maserfield Ward:
All Members.

Cambrian Ward:
All Members.

Gatacre Ward:
All Members.

Carreg Llwyd Ward:
All Members.
Cabin Lane Ward:
All Members

Castle Ward:

All Members
(xii)
Cambrian Railways Trust




Councillor W.O. Jones and Councillor C. Schofield.

(xiii)     Market Traders Liaison Panel




All Councillors.



(xiv)
Oswestry Community Partnership




Councillor M. Bennett.
(xv)
Oswestry Market Town Partnership

Councillors M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull and J.G. Jones.

(xvi) 
Oswestry and District Sports Council
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon



(xvii)
Oswestry Station Building Trust 

No appointment to be made.

(xviii)
Homelessness in Oswestry Action Project


Councillor Michael Chamberlain.
(xix)
Oswestry and District Access Group


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

(xxi)
Memorial Hall Trust


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

(xx) Oswestry Play Partnership



Councillor M. Bennett.
(xxi)
Best Value Review Groups


Markets

All Members.

(xxi) Oswestry Youth Café




Councillor Mrs. E. Channon. 
(xxii) Oswestry Dispensary Trust

A report be brought back on whether Councillors Miss. B.Y. Gull and W.O. Jones are Oswestry Town Council representatives on the Trust with a view to reappointment of membership if necessary. 

146.
STANDING COMMITTEES


RESOLVED To adopt the below minutes:

Markets and Car Parks Committee


9th April, 2008 
-
MCP/104/08

Finance and General Purposes Committee


31st March, 2008 
-
FGP/113/08

Development and Planning


No minutes


Amenities

17th April, 2008 
-
AC/95/08

147.
AUDIT PLAN 2008/09
The Council was asked to receive and confirm acceptance of the Audit Plan 2008/09.

RESOLVED to confirm acceptance of the Audit Plan 2008/09 with concern being expressed regarding the enormous increase in the Audit fee from 2007/08 to 2008/09 and the large audit fee for Cae Glas Charity which amounted to some 10% of Charity income.

A suggestion in the document that the audit fee of Oswestry Town Council could be reduced by greater involvements of internal audit to be questioned bearing in mind the Town Council bought in internal audit therefore no savings could be made.

148.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 

RESOLVED the meeting be adjourned at 8.10 p.m. to enable committee meetings in open session to be conducted.  The meeting reconvened at 8.15 p.m. 

149.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

