OTC/241/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday, 13th July, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 

Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. E. Channon,  J.R. Evans, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones and C. Schofield. 


Also in attendance:   Reverend S. Thorburn






    1 member of the public

    The Town Clerk

254.
PRAYERS

In advance of the meeting, prayers were said by the Mayor’s Chaplain, The Reverend Simon Thorburn.

255.
PUBLIC SESSION
For fifteen minutes previous to the commencement of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues.

RESOLVED to note that no questions were asked.
256.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – holidays, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness,

P.A. Cherrington – illness, Mrs. C. Hawksley – illness, 
Councillor W.O. Jones – holidays, Councillor W.S. Keable – family commitments.


RESOLVED that the above apologies be noted and accepted.

257.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item       12(c) being a member of St. Oswald’s Parish Church.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in agenda item 19 as a Council representative on the Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd.

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda item 12(c) as a member of St. Oswald’s Parish Church. 

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon declared a personal interest in agenda 

item 12(b) as a member of Oswestry Youth Council Management Committee.

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in agenda item

12(c) as a member of St. Oswald’s congregation.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 12(c) as a member of the St. Oswald’s congregation.

Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain declared a personal interest in agenda item 19 as a Council representative on the Oswestry Borderland Tourism Ltd.

258.
WELCOME
A welcome was extended to Nicola Young, the Community Regeneration Officer with Shropshire Council for the Northern Partnership.  Although attending in an information seeking capacity, it was acknowledged that Nicola would provide a presentation to the Council at a future meeting.

259.
CROSS BORDER TOURISM DEVELOPMENT GROUP
Nigel Davies, Projects Manager, Cross Border Tourism Development Group attended the meeting to provide a presentation on work being undertaken with the Cambrian Railways Trust and Society with the aim of delivering a working line from the main line network at Gobowen up as far 
as Llanyblodwel Junction.  Work is being undertaken towards the production of a community impact strategy which will highlight both the positives and negatives of such a development on Oswestry and its neighbouring communities.  This will be added to the results of the business survey currently being undertaken which will give a clearer picture of both the economic and community need for this project to succeed.

RESOLVED that thanks be recorded for an excellent presentation, the objectives to be noted and the Council to welcome further updates and/or a formal funding application with detailed financial projections.

260.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on 18th May, 2009, OTC/238/09 and 8th June, 2009, OTC/239/09 were confirmed and signed.

261. 
TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS


RESOLVED to note that no questions had been asked.

262.
STANDING COMMITTEES

RESOLVED to adopt the below minutes:


Markets and Car Parks Committee


18th May, 2009 

-
MCP/114/09

27th May, 2009 

-
MCP/115/09

Finance and General Purposes Committee


8th June, 2009 

-
FGP/123/09


Development and Planning


18th May, 2009

-
DPC/66/09

1st June, 2009 

-
 DPC/67/09


Amenities

17th June, 2009 

-
AC/103/09
263.
SALC – LARGER LOCAL COUNCILS 

Report from the Town Clerk on the Larger Local Councils meeting as held on the 9th June, 2009.


RESOLVED Report TC/1924/09 be adopted.
In addition, Councillor Bennett to be thanked for his leadership and chairmanship of this group.
264.
OSWESTRY WATER FORUM
Report from the Town Clerk on a meeting with Lyn Towers, Area Manager – Northern Area Partnership, Shropshire Council and Councillor J.R. Evans on the potential to transfer issues being addressed by the Severn-Trent Water Task and Finish Group of the former Oswestry Borough Council to Oswestry Town Council.

RESOLVED 
· Report TC/1925/09 be adopted.

· The Town Council to replace the Task and Finish Group, the membership to consist of three Members of the Town Council, with the authority to co-opt and invite as appropriate.  The aims as set out in the report to be adopted.

· The Task and Finish Group to comprise of The Mayor and Deputy Mayor, Councillors J.R. Evans, Mrs. E. Channon and C. Schofield.
265.
HEALTH IN OSWESTRY
Letter from Valerie Beint, Director of Community Services, Shropshire Council.  The writer confirms “I would recommend the topics requiring monitoring and scrutiny should be considered by the Health Overview and Crime Reduction Scrutiny Committee of Shropshire Council”.  Since receipt of this letter, the Town Clerk has had contact from Owen Paterson, M.P. reiterating the view that he would support the Town Council facilitating the continuation of the former H4O Group.

In discussion it was acknowledged that it is important for Oswestry Town Council to carry on the work of the former group.  In addition, it was also essential for the Council to be made aware of the refresh of the Health4Oswestry report that was scheduled to be launched in December 2008.  After debate, it was RESOLVED
· To note that the Town Clerk is to meet with Owen Paterson on the 3rd September with regard to this matter.
· To record a preference for a Health4Oswestry Group of some form to be retained in Oswestry to monitor health services and the local delivery.
· A further report to be brought back to the Council following the meeting with Owen Paterson but to record a willingness on behalf of the Council to facilitate and accommodate any health group as considered appropriate by Owen Paterson, M.P.
· To ask the Primary Care Trust for the refresh document that was to be published in December 2008.
266.
LARGE GRANT SCHEME
Consideration of a schedule of applications.

RESOLVED a donation of £875 be made to the Oswestry and District Arts Association.

With regard to applications in the name of Oswestry Youth Café, Organ Restoration, St. Oswald’s Parish Church and Oswestry Rugby Club, then each of these be deferred until the Council determines the amount that will be required for specific Town Council projects, linked to Oswestry Markets, within the current financial year.
267.
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

Report from the Chief Executive to the National Council for information 
dated the 23rd June, 2009.


RESOLVED the report be noted.
268. CONSULTATION ON SHROPSHIRE’S NEW SUSTAINABLE
    COMMUNITY STRATEGY
E-mail from Jenny McNicol, Shropshire Partnership Co-ordinator, confirming that from the 1st July until the 30th September, 2009 the Shropshire Partnership is consulting on the proposed vision, themes and cross-cutting issues for Shropshire’s new Sustainable Community Strategy. Representations were invited.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.


269.
JUNIOR LEADERS MEMORIAL
Letter of thanks from Mr. K. Nicol relating to the ISLB 
Memorial Dedication Service held in Cae Glas Park on the 7th June, 2009.

RESOLVED the letter be noted and sincere thanks be recorded to Councillor J.G. Jones for his leadership of the Council at this event.

270.
SALC CONSTITUTION REVIEW – FINAL REPORT
Consideration of a report to be presented to the Extraordinary General Meeting of SALC on the 25th July, 2009.

In addition, Councillor M. Bennett put forward an independent proposal that was more reflective of the consultation undertaken by SALC during 2008.  After debate, it was RESOLVED 

· To support the proposal as suggested by Councillor M. Bennett and to submit it in the Council’s name to the Extraordinary General Meeting.  

· To urge SALC that whatever model is determined at its Annual General Meeting, then it be submitted to Telford and Wrekin, Shropshire Council and the Shropshire Partnership and ask them to independently review the proposal to see which is sustainable in Principal Officer support and funding and which is the best fit for the new Government structures in Shropshire.

In addition, to confirm that if the proposed framework is adopted as set out in the submission from SALC, then the Town Council feels that many councils may resign as it is viewed that the framework is not appropriate to achieve the vision of SALC and, in particular, meet the needs of its respective councils.

271.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

