DPC/67/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 1st June, 2009 at 7.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain)

Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 
Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 

Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Miss B.Y. Gull, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones and W.O. Jones, 

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk

In the Chair:  Councillor W. Benyon.
1.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor K.R. Barrow – working, W.S. Keable – Holidays, C. Schofield – Working, P.A. Cherrington – family bereavement and Mrs. C. Hawksley – illness.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED no declarations were declared.

3.
MINUTES 

Minutes of meetings held on the 9th February 2009, DPC/63/09, 23rd 
February 2009, DPC/64/09, 9th March 2009, DPC/65/09 and 18th May 
2009, DPC/66/09 were all confirmed and signed.
4.
APPLICATION BY COUNTY COUNCIL SEEKING PLANNING 
PERMISSION ERECTION OF 2.8M HIGH CHAIN LINK FENCING 
AROUND EXTENDED TENNIS COURT AREA RETROSPECTIVE 
APPLICATION OF THE MARCHES SCHOOL AND TECHNOLOGY 
COLLEGE, MORDA ROAD, OSWESTRY.

The Town Clerk declared a prejudicial interest in this matter and took no 
part in any discussion.


In summary, Members were concerned to note that the planning 
application had been adopted and that a previous enquiry with regard to 
funding provided by the Town Council remained unanswered.  After 
debate it was 

RESOLVED that a letter be forwarded from The Mayor seeking a 
position statement on the running track aspiration and floodlighting.

5.
MIDDLETON ROAD/SALOP ROAD/ROFT STREET JUNCTION


Discussion of a letter from Martin Allard, Head of Traffic and Safety, 
Shropshire Council responding to the Council’s concerns over shelving 
of the 
above scheme.  After considerable debate it was 

RESOLVED that a letter be forwarded to the Secretary of State at 
Communities and Local Government asking for clarification as to why the 
decision was taken which appeared contrary to a previous mandate and 
what was the process for the change agenda.  

In addition, why did no consultation take place and previous consultation 
and assurances were ignored.


In addition to seek clarification as to how the scheme was to be funded 
and what element was external that was ring fenced for this purpose.  


Finally, it was further RESOLVED to invite Martin Allard and the new 
Portfolio Holder to clarify what discussions and meetings are taking place 
about Town Council land without reference to the authority itself.

6. OSWALD’S WELL LANE/UPPER BROOK STREET, OSWESTRY

RESOLVED to note the intended meeting as arranged for the 3rd June, 2009 and the Council to be asked to consider the matter at the earliest opportunity after this date.

7. DELEGATION/DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES TO PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILS – ENVIRONMENTAL MAINTENANCE GRANT


Letter from Chris Edwards, Assistant Director, Environmental 
Maintenance, Shropshire Council advising that the above is being 
promoted for the devolution or delegation of certain environmental 
maintenance functions, such as grass cutting, litter picking, maintenance 
of play areas, etc. to parish and town councils.


In a summary, a grant is available up to £3,000 per annum and the 
Council is invited to consider application for the current financial year.


After discussion it was RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be invited to work 
up a scheme based around bloom enhancement, top up of litter picking 
and graffiti removal and general environment improvements. 

8.
TOWN COUNCIL - PLANNING
At the present time information is being received from Shropshire Council on submitted planning applications and the Council was invited to consider its own process for dealing with planning.

After discussion it was RESOLVED 
· To arrange a series of training sessions on planning with the first specifically for larger Town Councils in North Shropshire based on understanding the new framework and methods of influencing.
· To look at facilitating further events on planning matters for former Oswestry Borough area Parish Councils to be identified by those Councils through their first meeting with the Town Council.

· To invite Shropshire Council to consider providing copies of planning applications as a matter of right for both committee and general public viewing at the Guildhall on the day of Development and Planning meetings and providing Planning Officer attendance for larger applications to support the Development and Planning Committee.

· To hold Development and Planning Committee meetings in front of Council and Standing Committees on a need basis recognising the probable requirement to review the structure of the Development and Planning Committee as the role and expectations for planning under the new regime evolve.

· To seek updates on the LDF and what shared opportunities may exist for training and input with neighbouring Parish Councils to ensure the public achieve the best deal possible. 

9.
REGENERATION ISSUES


RESOLVED to note that the Town Clerk has an Officer level meeting 
arranged with Tom McCabe, Director Environmental Services together 
with colleagues from the Shropshire Council on the 9th June.  


The draft agenda including the Town Council Regeneration Board, refresh 
of the Town Plan, a future role of the Market Town Partnership, new and 
potential funding streams for market towns, influencing, potential pilot 
schemes and a Larger Councils Conference in respect of regeneration 
issues.

10. SHROPSHIRE COUNCIL – RELATIONSHIP


The Development and Planning Committee was asked to consider what 
relationship it wishes to develop with the new Shropshire Council, 
recognizing issues around planning, highways, development, Local 
Development Framework etc.  

After discussion it was RESOLVED 

· To try and invite a speaker on a set theme for each Development and Planning Committee meeting and to invite Chris Edwards, Assistant Director to put a theme speaker against each calendar date for Development and Planning Committee.

· To invite new Shropshire Councillors to attend full Council meetings and give a presentation on Shropshire Council and Oswestry’s specific issues. 

11.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/96/09.
App. No. 09/00613/FUL – Erection of a single storey extension to rear and erection of a detached office/garden store – Sunnymeade, 12 Monkmoor Road, Oswestry, SY11 2LB.
RESOLVED to seek assurance that the use is not for commercial purposes and if it is then the Council would object due to the residential status of the area.  Also to record disappointment that no Case Officer is detailed to enable pre discussion or clarification. 

App. No. 09/00324/FUL – Construction of 4 new dwellings following the demolition of the existing dwelling – Croftside, Queens Road, Oswestry, SY11 2JB.
RESOLVED to object on the basis that the application represents over intensification of development of site.  It is out of keeping with the area and against the characteristics.  In addition six dwellings are being serviced through one private driveway and therefore this is against the existing policy within the Local Plan.  Access is also considered dangerous and it is believed that such a precedent could trigger further applications for similar proposals at other properties in this established residential area that could change both character and infrastructure. 
App. No. 09/00675/TPO – To crown reduce by 20% and remove dead wood 1 No. Elm tree protected by Oswestry Council The Kensington Close, Oswestry TPO 2005 (amended description) – Elm Tree Bungalow, Balmoral Crescent, Oswestry, SY11 2XH.

RESOLVED to seek full clarification of reasons.
App No. 09/00369/ADV – Erect and display 3 internally illuminated letters as fascia signs, 2 internally illuminated motif boxes and 1 internally illuminated totem sign – Somerfield Stores Ltd., Station Road, Oswestry, SY11 1RA.
RESOLVED to request that existing illumination policies are strictly adhered to and that no variation is accepted and lights are turned off when the store is closed.  






COUNCILLOR W. BENYON,








CHAIRMAN.

