MCP/107/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 9th July, 2008 at the conclusion of the Development and Planning Committee in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones



Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 



W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 



Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Mrs. C. Hawksley, W.S. Keable 


and C. Schofield. 

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer

In the Chair:  The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones.

441.
PUBLIC SESSION


For 15 minutes in advance of the meeting, members of the public were invited to question the Council on local issues etc.  Questions would be answered by The Mayor, Chairmen of Standing Committees or Town Clerk.
RESOLVED to note that no questions were raised.
442.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – holidays, Councillor K. Barrow – another meeting, Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness,  Councillor R.W. Hoseason – work commitments, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – holidays, Councillor W.O. Jones – illness.

 RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.
443.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note that there were no declarations.
444.
MINUTES

Confirmation of minutes of a meeting held on:


19th May, 2008 
-
MCP/105/08


28th May, 2008 
-
MCP/106/08

RESOLVED that the above minutes were confirmed and signed.

445.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to May 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1740/08 be adopted.
446.
SATURDAY MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to May 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1741/08 be adopted.
447.
FARMERS’ MARKET
Report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to May 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1742/08 be adopted.
448.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
Report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued 

up to May 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1743/08 be adopted.
449.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS

Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to May 2008.


RESOLVED Report TC/1744/08 be adopted.
450.
MARKET THROUGHPUT

Report from The Finance Officer on Market Throughput for the period

April to June 2008. 

RESOLVED Report TC/1745/07 be adopted.
451.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

Report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to 30th June, 2008.

RESOLVED Report TC/1746/08 be adopted.
452.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVELS

A report from the Community Services officer on the occupancy levels in 
the Powis Hall.


RESOLVED to note that only one unit is currently unoccupied in the 
market.

453.
NABMA 

(a)
Report on a meeting of the Management Board held at Liverpool on  

2nd April, 2008

(b)
Report on a meeting of the Wholesale Forum held at Glasgow on  


5th June, 2008 


(c)
Report on a meeting of the Retail Forum held at Liverpool on 2nd 


April, 
2008. 


RESOLVED to note the information contained in these reports.
454.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE


Report from the Community Services Officer on the markets performance 
over the last six weeks.

Further information was provided that the Food Festival organisers will be 
siting stalls on the Bailey Head on Sunday, 13th July and consequently the 
Powis Hall indoor traders have agreed to trade on this day in order to 
compliment the event.


It was RESOLVED to note the information contained in Report 
TC/1747/08 and also regarding the opening of the Powis Hall, in 
conjunction with the Food Festival.
455.
REQUEST FOR PARKING PERMIT


Letter from a resident of St. Nicholas House, Castle Street requesting 
permission for a parking permit on the Horsemarket Car Park.


A copy of the letter was not included on the agenda due to personal 
circumstances outlined, however the basis of the request was centred 
upon an expectation to be parked adjacent to the writer’s property, a fear 
of crime and anti-social behaviour and an infringement of human rights.


The Council’s policy has always been to retain the Horsemarket Car Park 
as a short stay car park and no parking permits are provided, with the 
exception of market traders holding a license in the Powis Hall.  After 
considerable discussion, it was


RESOLVED to explore the situation further with the Council’s Solicitor 
regarding the possibility of providing certain individuals with licenses for 
the car park and this would be brought back to a future meeting.
456.
CAR BOOT SALE


Letter from Mr. P.J. Conde requesting permission to hold indoor car boot 
sales.


As background, the Town Council had in the past licensed both charity 
and commercial car boot sales provided assurances are given regarding 
highway, emergency services and insurance implications.  The 
Council had in the past licensed car boot sales on certain of its car parks 
and each had been considered to be commercially unviable by the 
operator.  If the Council was mindful to consider the request, then it would 
be important to hold a meeting with the potential applicant to ensure that 
no conflict would exist with the Council’s long established market rights 
and that proper licensing arrangements and financial benefits were 
entered into.


RESOLVED that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Markets and Car 
Parks and The Mayor be appointed to meet with Mr. Conde in order to 
establish in more detail his plans.
457.
ADDITIONAL CAR PARKING SPACES


Letter from Mr. James A. Simpson of Simpson Properties, Albion Hill, 
Oswestry expressing concern about the limitation of car parking spaces in 
the town and the absence of public conveniences. 


RESOLVED 

(a) That current development proposals, should they go ahead within the town will address the particular issue of additional parking and


(b)
That public toilets are available at the Guildhall, Oswestry Borough 


Council, Central Car Park, Cae Glas Park, however signage is at a 


minimum and Shropshire County Council will be approached with 


regard to the urgent need to improve the signage in order to 



indicate where these public conveniences are.
458.
NABMA CONFERENCE – SEPTEMBER 2008


Councillor J.G. Jones, as President of NABMA, will be hosting the above 
Conference.  This is a prestigious occasion with approaching one hundred 
representatives from local authorities, including Metropolitan, County and 
Districts across the U.K.  The normal policy is for the authority of the 
President to provide the reception on one evening and the host authority, 
namely Torquay Borough Council in this instance, to provide the reception 
on the other.  


The Council is asked to endorse that a sum of £500 be made payable to 
NABMA to ensure that the traditions can be honoured.  Assurance is given 
that Oswestry will receive suitable publicity within all Conference      
for this gesture.

RESOLVED that the Council endorse that the sum of £500 be made 
payable to NABMA to ensure that the traditions can be honoured.
459.
NORTH SHROPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL – MEETING OF MARKET 
INTERESTS


The Town Clerk has been approached by Carol Davies, the Market Town 
Officer, Oswestry Borough Council indicating the invitation that she 
received to a meeting at Dearnford Lake on the 18th June, 2008.  The 
meeting was arranged by North Shropshire District Council with the aim as 
outlined in the report as provided by the Market Town Officer.  The Town 
Clerk has requested specific information to clarify what funding is available 
and from whom and what the bidding process is.  It is hoped that this 
update can be provided for the Market and Car Parks Committee.


In summary, the Committee is asked to note the report and to consider 
appointing a representative to attend the meeting on the 23rd July, 2008.


RESOLVED to appoint Councillor M. Bennett and Mrs. Gail Holloway, 
Community Services Officer, to attend the next meeting of the Group at 
Dearnford on the 23rd July, 2008.
460.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

