MCP/96/07

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee held on Wednesday, 21st February, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor W.S. Keable),

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, 
W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.H. Jones 

and W.O. Jones.

Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk.

In the Chair:  Councillor W.O. Jones.

260.
PUBLIC SESSION
An opportunity was given for 15 minutes in advance of the meeting for questions from the public on local issues etc.


RESOLVED to note that no questions were asked.
261.
APOLOGIES
Apologies were submitted by Councillor F.D. Aldridge – family commitment, Councillor K. Barrow – work commitments, Councillor S.D. Edwards – illness, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments,

Councillor Mrs. E. Channon – family commitment.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and approved.
Absent:  Councillor M.A. Owen.
262.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
Declarations were invited of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52 Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.
Councillor W.H. Jones declared personal interests in agenda items 11 – Powis Hall Occupancy Level and 13 – Future of Oswestry Markets and Associated Matters - on the basis of family commitments in the market.

Councillor W.H. Jones declared a personal and prejudicial interest in agenda item 17 – Bad Debts – due to family commitments in the market.

Councillor W.H. Jones declared a prejudicial interest in agenda items

21 – Central Car Park – J-Ross Development and 23 Oswestry Smithfield – due to connections with local businesses.

263.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 10th January, 2007, MCP/95/07, were confirmed and signed.
264.
BAILEY HEAD AND HORSEMARKET – WEDNESDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Wednesday Outdoor Market, income and trader numbers up to February 2007, TC/1571/07.
265.
SATURDAY MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Saturday Market income and trader numbers up to February 2007, TC/1572/07.
266.
FARMERS’ MARKET
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on the Farmers’ Market income and trader numbers to February 2007, TC/1573/07.
267.
CAR PARKING ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer on car parking income and tickets issued up to February 2007, TC/1574/07.
268.
CAR PARK TICKETS USAGE ANALYSIS
RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an analysis of tickets issued on the Council’s car parks up to February 2007,

TC/1575/07.
269.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer providing an Analysis of actual income and expenditure on market activities up to February 2007, TC/1577/07.
270.
POWIS HALL OCCUPANCY LEVEL
RESOLVED to note that two units were currently vacant in the market and under offer.

271.
MARKETS PERFORMANCE

Report from the Community Services Officer on the market performance over the last six weeks, TC/1579/07.

In addition, a supplementary report was provided TC/1579/07 outlining a meeting between the Town Clerk and the Community Services Officer with Officers of Shrewsbury Market Management Team as held on the 16th February, 2007.  The two reports together provided comprehensive issues for the Markets and Car Parks Committee to consider.  

The reports examined indoor market occupancy and new arrivals, it considered a joint meeting with representatives of Town, Borough and County Councils as held on the 1st February, it provided options in terms of market cleansing and also summarized action relating to the recent Disability Discrimination Act report prepared by the Council’s insurers, Zurich Municipal.  The report also detailed the latest newsletter provided for all traders.  

Finally, the meeting with the Shrewsbury Market Management Team emphasized the potential for joint working, looking to the potential of a countywide approach to the promotion on key subjects, including radio advertising, a markets conference, carrier bags, Business Link start up opportunities and the Shropshire Market leaflet.  After considerable discussion, it was RESOLVED
· To acknowledge the potential for a countywide approach to promotion of markets on subjects as outlined, including a shared Shropshire markets leaflet, radio advertising, a Shropshire markets conference, carrier bags purchase and Business Link start up evening for market traders.
· To accept the pool card for promotion for traders if a demand exists and to invite a presentation to a future meeting of the Markets and Car Parks Committee to establish the support of the Council, or otherwise, as a local authority.  The traders to be encouraged to invite a representative from the company to their next National Market Trader Federation Branch meeting as scheduled for the end of March.

· To contact Heywood over the success of their market and lessons to be learnt.  A feedback to the provided for the Markets and Car Parks Committee and, if appropriate, a visit to be considered.

· To acknowledge the encouraging number of new businesses now established in the Powis Hall.

· To acknowledge the meeting of representatives from Town, Borough and County Councils as detailed elsewhere on the agenda.

· To agree to market cleaning matters, including a reduction in the number of emptyings of the skip, the trial of recycling in respect of cardboard, the move towards in-house cleaning and the purchase of a Billygoat cleaner at a cost of £1,300.

· To acknowledge that Phase I Disability and Discrimination Act issues in respect of the Powis Hall have now been dealt with.

272. OSWESTRY FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL
Letter from Oswestry Food and Drink Festival prepared by Carol Davies and Angela Quinn.  This followed up various meetings with the Town Clerk who had provided assistance towards the organization of the Oswestry Food and Drink Festival scheduled for the 13th and 14th July 2007.  The letter provided an outline of the suggested programme and venues, however key issues related to the siting of the Festival on the Bailey Head on the Friday and Saturday.  After discussion, it was 

RESOLVED that the Council would welcome the market on the Friday on the Bailey Head, subject to the appropriate consents of the County Council, however the Council was not prepared to displace the whole Saturday Market but would try and accommodate certain stalls from the Food and Drink Festival, recognizing the synergy and benefits that could be derived.  The availability would be based around demand and available space in respect of Council stalls, however as an alternative the Food and Drink Festival would be encouraged to site on the Horsemarket.
273.
FUTURE OF OSWESTRY MARKETS AND ASSOCIATED MATTERS
Report from the Town Clerk following a meeting of representatives held on the 1st February, 2007 with the aim of looking towards the future siting of markets in Oswestry and other associated issues in respect of street trading, road closures etc.  It was RESOLVED 

· That Report TC/1580/07 be adopted.
· That the Council formally accept the provisions of the Food Act 1984 in respect of regulating of Oswestry Markets as recommended by the NABMA Legal Advisor.

· To agree the process as outlined in the report and to make application to Oswestry Borough Council for siting of a limited number of stalls in Bailey Street, providing the promised legal advice from NABMA anticipating that the proposal is to assist the overall benefit of the town centre, therefore meeting the objectives of both Councils in terms of regeneration and tourism.

It was further RESOLVED to note legal advice as provided by Graham Wilson, Chief Executive of NABMA in respect of markets in Oswestry to assist the application to the Borough Council in respect of reconciling issues surrounding markets and street trading.
274.
HORSEMARKET/CASTLE STREET – PEDESTRIAN ACCESS
Report from the Town Clerk following a meeting of representatives held on the 1st February, 2007 relating to the requirement for a pedestrian access and possible road crossing in the Horsemarket/Castle Street area.

RESOLVED Report TC/1581/07 be adopted and feedback from the County Council now be awaited.
275.
MARKETS INDUSTRY FORUM

Report on a meeting of the Markets Industry Forum held on the 11th
January, 2007.
RESOLVED the report be adopted.

276. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting to allow discussion of items relating to legal, leasing and establishment matters as it was considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

