FGP/119/09
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday, 19th January, 2009 at 6.30 p.m. in the Council Chamber, The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)



Councillors K.R. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton,



Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans,



Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R.W. Hoseason,



W.O. Jones and W.S. Keable 

In the Chair: Councillor M. Bennett.

Also in attendance:  David J. Preston, Town Clerk.



   Roger A. Dyke, Finance Officer.

115.
PUBLIC SESSION

At the outset of the meeting members of the public were invited to 
question, for fifteen minutes, the Council on local issues etc.
RESOLVED to note receipt of a letter from Mrs. C. Lawrence, 15 Brooklea 
Close, Trefonen, Oswestry advising she had wished to attend to ask 
questions, however was now unable to.  The letter raised a number of 
points concerning the town centre which the Town Clerk would refer to the 
appropriate Committee.
116.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – illness, Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon and W. Benyon – family funeral, Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow – illness, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments.

RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted and recorded.

117.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED to note that no declarations of interest were declared with the 
exception of:  

Councillor J.R. Evans declared a personal interest in agenda item 3 – 
West Mercia Supplies having family employed with a rival energy supplier.    

Councillors M. Bennett and W.S. Keable declared personal interests in 
agenda item 13 Local Government Pension Scheme being scheme 
members.  
118. WEST MERCIA SUPPLIES   
            Following an invitation from the Council, Debbie Poynor and Julie 
Wassall, West Mercia Supplies, attended the meeting to give a 
presentation on the service offered by West Mercia Supplies concerning 
energy supplies.  Advice was given that West Mercia Supplies is jointly 
owned by Shropshire, Worcestershire, Herefordshire and Telford and 
Wrekin Councils and their contracts allow them to purchase for their whole 
portfolio under EU procurement regulations.  They are not a company or 
supplier and 
manage procurement on behalf of schools, County Councils, 
Town Councils, City Councils and non profit making organisations for the 
four owning authorities.  Money therefore remains within the public purse.


The service that they offer is to manage the Council’s Utility Account.  
They can do this by offering services such as bill validation and have a 
dedicated Utilities Team to answer any queries and pursue problems 
through their supplier on our behalf.  They have a website facility where 
you can view consumption data and graphs.  The website also allows you 
to enter any meter readings following an emailed request reminding you 
when your natural billing period ends.  All reads are validated prior to 
being sent to their supplier and they will contact you should readings not 
pass their validation process to enable your billing to be to an actual and 
correct reading as often as possible.  Additional services such as site 
works can also be organised through WMS;  upgrades, supply 
alterations, temporary disconnections etc. can be organised through a 
dedicated contact who will liaise with the supplier and metering on the 
customer’s  behalf.


The initial contract with them would be fixed until 30th November, 2009 
and then the Council would be able to be included in their capped pricing 
mechanism.  Capped pricing would mean that they notify us of a 
maximum price for a set term with the possibility of passing on price 
reductions if there is a sustained fall in market prices and they are able to 
secure lower gas and electricity prices.


RESOLVED the speakers be thanked for their attendance and the 
Finance Officer prepare a report to the next meeting on the merits of 
transferring energy supplies from British Gas to West Mercia Supplies.

119.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 8th December, 2008 were confirmed and signed, FGP/118/08.

120.
ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

Advice was given that within the adopted Final Accounts for 2009/10, the 
Council accepted the Statement of Internal Control.  Subsequently it was 
discovered that the Statement had been replaced by the Statement of 
Annual Governance.

This was more or less the same wording but in a different format, its 
recommendations remained the same.


The Council was asked to verify its Statement of Annual Governance.


RESOLVED to verify and adopt the new Statement of Annual 
Governance.

121.
MONEY MARKET
RESOLVED to note a report on Investment Income for the period up January 2009, TC/1849/09.
122.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

3rd December, 2008 
-
SC/284/08

12th December, 2008 
-
SC/285/08
7th January, 2009 

-
SC/286/09
123.
DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT SERVICE STANDARDS AND 
OPERATIONS


RESOLVED to note a letter of explanation from the Planning Services 
Manager, Shrewsbury and Atcham Borough Council in terms of planning 
and regulatory procedures for the Shropshire Council.


Further RESOLVED to again clarify whether copies of planning 
applications would still be available to the Council to display at 
Development and Planning meetings and to suggest a fifth copy is 
provided specifically for the Town Council which could also be made 
available for public scrutiny.
124.
SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL’S BUDGET CONSULTATION

RESOLVED to note a letter from Director of Resources, Shropshire 
Council extending an invitation to one of the Shropshire County Council’s 
Budget Consultation meetings scheduled to take place in the 
County during January 2009.
125.
PROPOSED LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE BOUNDARIES – FOR 
CONSULTATION


Shropshire Council had been consulting over the proposed LJC 
boundaries.  Views were requested by 16th February, 2009.


RESOLVED to again question the number of Members for Oswestry Town   
which although thought to be four was still listed as one.  Also to specify 
that funds allocated should be allocated per capita.
126.
ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE AND INCOME 2009/10

Report from the Finance Officer in the form of Estimates of Expenditure 
and Income 2009/10 and a report from the Town Clerk (TC/1850/08) as 
background to the compilation of the Estimates of Expenditure and 
Income.

In  addition, circulated were projected budgets and balances for the period 
2008/09 to 2012/13.


The Finance and General Purposes Committee was asked to consider the 
draft budget as presented and make formal representations to the Council 
that was required to set the formal budget, including the precept 
requirement for 2009/10.


In noting a great deal of discussion was necessary, acknowledging a 
possible 50% rise in precept to £333,000, it was


RESOLVED to refer the below suggestions for budget cuts to the 
Chairmans Group tomorrow evening at 7.00 p.m. with the budget 


meeting to be adjourned and reconvened on Thursday, 22nd January, 


2009 at 7.00 
p.m.

· Councillors’ travelling, subsistence and conference fees.

· Parish basic allowance.

· Mayoral grant, no increase or possible decrease.

· Bus shelters.

· Visitor Centre policy.

· Street lighting maintenance contract (weekly patrols?)

· Markets and future development.

· New Initiatives Budget of £10,000.

· Community Initiatives Budget £24,860.

· Oswald Park £30,000.

· Horsemarket Footpath £10,000.

· Pay on Foot parking £25,000 this year, £25,000 next?

· Account for inflation of 2% not 4% as budgeted.

· Floral Planters.

The Chairman adjourned the meeting at 8.40 p.m.








COUNCILLOR M. BENNETT,  
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