Oswestry Proud to be Awarded Fairtrade Town Status

Oswestry was declared a Fairtrade Town in May 2006, having passed all the requirements laid down with flying colours.  An official launch was held in the Guildhall in July when the two mayors, Councillors Martin Bennett and Bill Keable, and North Shropshire MP, Owen Paterson, paid tribute to the town for its excellent support for farmers in the developing world and locally. 





Buying products such as tea, coffee, chocolate, bananas and the like, which carry the Fairtrade Mark, is an easy way to make a big difference to the lives of producers in the poorest countries in the world. The Fairtrade Mark guarantees them a better deal and the chance to earn a decent living. Similarly, buying fruit, vegetables, meat, cheese, eggs and other items which have been produced locally helps to support our own farmers and producers.

Shoppers in Oswestry have plenty of opportunities to buy such top quality products, knowing that the producers get a fair price which goes direct to them, whether in this area or in developing countries. They obviously take full advantage of this by patronising no fewer than 9 shops, 6 cafes and 1 pub which sell Fairtrade products, as well as 4 local produce outlets. A very exciting addition has been Porters in the new Cambrian Visitor Centre. 

This is an achievement to be proud of and has made the application for Fairtrade Town status very easy. Oswestry and District Fairtrade Group was formed in October 2004 with this aim in mind. It is an entirely voluntary group whose 10 members have been working to raise the profile of Fairtrade in the town. The campaign got off to a fine start with a resolution to endorse the application which Councillor Martin Bennett presented to both the Borough and Town Councils in 2005 and which they passed unanimously.

Along with an impressive number of retail and catering outlets, there are also 3 bed and breakfasts in the area, 5 churches, 2 primary schools, Walford College, and a number of small businesses and local organisation, including Local to Oswestry and Oswestry Borderland Tourism, all of which support Fairtrade in a practical way.

. [image: image1.jpg]FAIRTRADE




