DPC/56/08

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Development and Planning Committee held on Monday, 2nd June, 2008 at 7.30 p.m. in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones



Councillors F.D. Aldridge. Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 



Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, M. Chamberlain, Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, 


Mrs. E. Channon, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley
, W.O. 


Jones and W.S. Keable 

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer

In the Chair:  Councillor Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain.

277.
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs. M. Benyon and W. Benyon – due to a family funeral, Councillor R.W. Hoseason – work commitments, Councillor C. Schofield – work commitments, J.R. Evans - holidays and Councillor K. Barrow - funeral.

RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.      
278.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to question the Council on local issues etc.

279.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
To receive declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.


RESOLVED that declarations of personal interest were received from 
Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, W.O. Jones, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, F.D. 
Aldridge, M. Bennett, due to their involvement in planning or development 
control at Oswestry Borough Council.
280.
MINUTES

Minutes of meetings held on the 3rd March, 2008, DPC/53/08 and 12th 
March, 2008, DPC/54/08, were confirmed and signed subject to the 
following amendment:


DPC/53/08 – Item 268 – sixth bullet points on resolution should read to 
again reiterate the viewpoint that the local supply of water should be 
restored as soon as possible.

281. NOTICE OF MOTION

Notice of Motion in the name of The Mayor, Councillor J.G. Jones, 

“That this Council expresses its serious disquiet that the traffic lights at 


Salop Road/Middleton Road as promised by Shropshire County Council 
have yet to be included in work programme.  On this basis the Leader of 
Shropshire County Council to be invited to a meeting of the Development 
and Planning Committee to explain the reason for the delay and how the 
assurances will be honoured.”

After some considerable debate, it was 


RESOLVED to request that Shropshire County Council provide a definite 
date for the implementation of the traffic lights emphasizing that this is of 
vital important to the safety of drivers in the town.

282. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Consideration of a schedule of planning applications, PA/89/08.

Application 08/1555
/FUL – Demolition and rebuild of existing fire escape 
stair and enclosure – Boots, 7-9 Church Street, Oswestry.

RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

Application 08/15559/FUL – To fit a VSAT satellite dish, mesh type 0.74 
metres elliptical and grey colour, to the south facing wall of the building – 
Co-operative Retail Services Ltd, 2 Victoria Street, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

Application 08/15581.FUL – Variation of Condition 11 of planning 
permission 04/13314 to vary existing B1, B2 and B8 use to include 30% 
trade counter retail sales at Unit 4/5 – Oswestry Trade Park, Maes-Y-
Clawdd, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

Application 08/15564/FUL – Proposed 2 storey extension to side of 
dwelling – 1 St. James Close, Oswestry.


RESOLVED no observations be expressed.

283.
INTERIM COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT STATEMENT FOR 
SHROPSHIRE


Invitation to comment upon the above document.
The Acting Town Clerk had received an assurance that comments from tonight’s meeting will be accepted, despite the 30th May deadline.  After discussion, it was RESOLVED 
1)    Town and Parish Councils are NOT part of the voluntary and community network- they are part of Local Government and after the demise of the Districts will be THE point of contact with the local community - they must have an enhanced role in the consultation process.
 

2)    There appears to be no reference to the Business and Industrial Sector - nor with the higher-further education sector. This is essential if the economic development of the County is to proceed smoothly
 

3)    There is a significant emphasis on the public being informed - but the language used may well put people off - trying to explain the LDF issues in magazine type formats may be counter-productive providing too little information or generalising the issues
 

3a)    How do they intend to pass this information to the visually impaired and disabled? Sending a magazine through the letter box is worse than useless - it is insulting
 

4)    The Joint Committees are pilots at the moment and control of the agenda is with the members - although  theoretically the agenda should be set by the priorities of the local communities. Adding that officers will use the Joint Committees in this way indicates central control of what should be a local process.
284.
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE PLAN 2008/09

For information, Highway Maintenance Plan for 2008/09.  After discussion, 
it was 

RESOLVED that the County Council be asked to give priority to New 
Street in the proposal for the forthcoming works.






COUNCILLOR MRS. M.E. CHAMBERLAIN,







      VICE-CHAIRMAN.
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