



















OTC/209/07
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Oswestry Town Council held on Monday, 14th May, 2007 at 7.00 p.m. in The Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor W.S. Keable,



Councillors F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, 
Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, 
Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain, M. Chamberlain, Mrs. E. Channon, Miss. B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, J.G. Jones,  W.O. Jones.
Also in attendance:  The Town Clerk




    25 members of the public

1.
ELECTION OF THE MAYOR

Proposed by Councillor W.O. Jones, seconded by Councillor Miss. B.Y. Gull and unanimously

RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow be elected Mayor for the ensuing year.

The Mayor signed the appropriate Declaration of Office and within The Mayor’s speech appointed Mr. E Barrow as the Mayor’s Consort and The Reverend Prebendary David Crowhurst as the Mayor’s Chaplain for the year.  It was announced The Mayor’s Civic Service would be held on Sunday, 10th June 2007.

The Mayor led the tributes to the outgoing Mayor, Councillor W.S. Keable and thanked him for his term in office.  

2.
ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR

Proposed by Councillor M. Bennett, seconded by Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley and unanimously

RESOLVED that Councillor J.G. Jones be elected Deputy Mayor for the ensuing year.              

3.
CASUAL VACANCY
The Council was invited to fill the Casual Vacancy that now existed in the Carreg Llwyd ward following the recent elections. 

Applications had been received from Mr. J.R. Evans, Mr. R.J. Milton, Mr.B. Willis, and Mr. M. Hignett. Mr. Hignett had subsequently withdrawn his application. A secret ballot was held and it was 

RESOLVED Mr. J.R. Evans, Sunnymead, Lower Minster, Oswald Park, Oswestry, SY11 1SE  be co-opted onto the Town Council. 
4.
TO TRANSACT ALL SUCH BUSINESS

(a)
Appointment of Committees

RESOLVED to appoint the following Committees; 
(i) Development and Planning
All Members.

 (ii)
Amenities

All Members.
(iii)
Finance and General Purposes

All Members.

(iv)
Markets and Car Parks

All Members.

(v)
Leisure and Amenities Sub

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. E. Channon, Mrs. C. Hawksley, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, C. Schofield, Mrs. M. Benyon,      W. Benyon, J.R. Evans
(vi)
Appeals Committee

To be appointed on a need basis.

 (vii)
Disciplinary Committee


To be appointed on a need basis.

 (viii)
Chairman’s Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairmen or Vice-Chairmen of 

Standing Committees.

(ix)
Best Value Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Vice-Chairmen of the four Standing Committees.

(x)
Oswestry Youth Music Festival Best Value Group

Councillors M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley and C Schofield.

(xi)
Smithfield Task and Finish Group

Councillors Miss B.Y. Gull, W.S. Keable, M. Bennett, 

K. Barrow, W. Benyon, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Mrs. E. Channon, 

Mrs. M. Chamberlain and J.G. Jones.

 (xii)
I.T. Strategy Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor, and Councillor M. Bennett. Additional members to be appointed on a need basis. 
 (xiii)
Oswestry Burial Task and Finish Group

The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillor M. Bennett and the immediate Past Mayor.
(b)
Appointment of Representatives
RESOLVED to appoint the below representatives:
(i)
Oswestry Burial Joint Committee
Councillors Mrs. E. Channon, W.O. Jones, Miss B.Y. Gull, 

M. Bennett, Mrs. C. Hawksley, Mrs. M. Benyon, C. Schofield. 
(ii)
Grace Rees Charity
Councillors F.D. Aldridge, M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull, W.O. Jones, Principal North Shropshire College, Headmaster, The Marches School.

(iii)
Area Committee of Parish Councils




Councillor W.S. Keable and Councillor K. Barrow.



(iv)
Association for the Elderly



Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow and Councillor W.S. Keable.



(v)
Oswestry Twinning Association




Councillor Mrs. D. Barrow and Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.



(vi)
Oswestry and District Arts Association




Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull.



(vii)
Oswestry and Welsh Border Tourism Association 




Councillors Mrs. E. Chamberlain, Miss B.Y. Gull 




(2 year appointment from March 2005)

(viii)
Gatacre Allotment Liaison Committee
Councillors Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones. F.D. Aldridge, Mrs. E. Channon. 
(ix)
Shrewsbury-Chester Rail Users’ Association

Councillor C. Schofield.

(x)
Christmas Decorative Lighting

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, W. Benyon, W.O. Jones, 

Mrs. C. Hawksley. 

(xi) Emergency Advisors

Maserfield Ward:

All Members.

Cambrian Ward:

All Members.

Gatacre Ward:

All Members.
Carreg Llwyd Ward:

All Members

Cabin Lane Ward:

All Members


Castle Ward:


All Members
(xii)
Cambrian Railways Trust




Councillor W.O. Jones and Councillor C. Schofield.
(xiii)     Market Traders Liaison Panel




All Councillors.



(xiv)
Oswestry Community Partnership




Councillor M. Bennett.

(xv)
Oswestry Market Town Partnership

Councillors M. Bennett, Miss B.Y. Gull and J.G. Jones.
(xvi) 
Oswestry and District Sports Council
Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.
(xvii)
Oswestry Station Building Trust


Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton
(xviii)
Homelessness in Oswestry Action Project


Councillor F.D. Aldridge.
(xviiii)
Oswestry and District Access Group


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

(xx)
Memorial Hall Trust


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon. 

(xxi)
Best Value Review Groups


Markets

All Members.
(xxii)
Oswestry Play Partnership


Councillor M. Bennett
57.
MINUTES

Minutes of a meeting held on 26th March 2007 were confirmed and signed (OTC/207/07). 
58.
SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS

RESOLVED to confirm a schedule of meetings for 2007/08 as circulated (TC/1597/07). 
59.
STANDING COMMITTEES


RESOLVED to adopt the below minutes:


Markets and Car Parks Committee


21st February, 2007 

-
MCP/96/07

11th April, 2007

-
MCP/97/07

Finance and General Purposes Committee


12th February, 2007 
-
FGP/105/07

2nd April, 2007
 
-
FGP/106/07 


Development and Planning


5th March, 2007

-
DPC/46/07 

Amenities

14th March, 2007

-
AC/89/07
60.
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (MODEL CODE OF CONDUCT) ORDER 2007
Consideration of a letter from K.M. Hull, Monitoring Officer, Oswestry Borough Council informing that the above regulations introducing the revised Code of Conduct for Members were made on the 2nd April, 2007 and come into force on the 3rd May, 2007. Local authorities have six months, from the date of the order being made, in which to adopt the Code. 

The Standards Board strongly recommended Councils adopt the Code at their earliest opportunity and without amendment. 
The Council was therefore asked to place this as an item on the agenda for the first meeting after the elections on the 3rd May. The Council must notify the Standards Board when the Council has adopted the Code. If the Code is adopted unamended the Council simply needs to confirm that fact and the date the Council adopted it. 

The Standards Board also recommends that Councils adopt the Ten General Principles as a preamble to the Code, in order to remind Members and the public of the principles underlying the Code. The Standards Board will be publishing guidance on their website from the 3rd May, 2007. 

Copy of the regulations (SI No. 2007/1159), together with a copy of the Ten General Principles were circulated. 

RESOLVED the Code be adopted. 
61.
LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE PILOTS

Letter from the Democratic Services Manager, Shropshire County Council outlining representation proposals for the Local Joint Committee Pilots. 

In summary, the Council is asked to reaffirm the name of Councillor Miss. B.Y. Gull as its representative on the Local Joint Committee. 
RESOLVED to reaffirm Councillor Miss. B.Y. Gull as the Councils representative. 

62.
OSWESTRY LIVESTOCK MARKET

Following recent decisions taken by the Council, it was clear that a need existed for specific taxation and VAT advice and the Council was asked to authorise this process with the Town Clerk consulting with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor and Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee as appropriate. 

RESOLVED to authorise the process as outlined with the Town Clerk consulting with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor and Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee as appropriate. 

63.
OSWESTRY MUSIC LIVE 2007

The Town Clerk provided a brief update. Following a recent organisation meeting the police are expecting Oswestry Town Council to pay for additional town centre policing to support the event, despite the significant increase in security and stewarding. Contracts for the event have been let and the Council is asked to make decisions regarding 

· Licensed bar

· Policing and additional cost
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