AC/109/10

OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 3rd March, 2010 in The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:   

Councillors Mrs M. Benyon, W. Benyon, 

J.R. Evans,  Mrs C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, 

A.P.D. Hannagan, J.G. Jones, M. Bennett and Mrs E. Channon

Also in attendance:
The Town Clerk 

Facilities Manager


In the Chair:  

Councillor C. Schofield
551.
PUBLIC SESSION
RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
 552.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from the Mayor, Councillor Mrs M. E. Chamberlain – civic engagement, Councillor F.D. Aldridge – illness, Councillor Mrs D. Barrow – illness, Councillor Mrs A. H. Bickerton – illness, Councillor P. A. Cherrington -  absent, Councillor B. Y. Gull – illness and Councillor W. O. Jones – family commitment.
RESOLVED the above apologies and absence be noted and accepted.
553.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED to note there were no declarations.
554.
OSWESTRY LOCAL JOINT COMMITTEE
Sam Hine, Head of Community Working and George Candler, Assistant Director, Learning & Culture, from Shropshire Council were in attendance to discuss with the Council the Local Joint Committee and local council influence within the decision making processes and policy areas of Shropshire Council.

The Local Joint Committees were piloted by the previous County Council three years ago. Shropshire Council has taken over the concept and has been running them since April 2010 as a means of getting out into the communities and ensuring that the Council does not become Shrewsbury focused. 

There are currently 28 LJC’s across Shropshire, each have 4 meetings a year. 

It was recognised that the structure of the meetings is difficult to manage when inviting members of the public to ask questions. Initially the public thought they could vote on the Community Chest grant funding. 

It was agreed that more thought should be given to the way consultation documents are disseminated by Shropshire Council to local councils as many are complex and considered difficult to respond to. 

The LJC is a two way process with good relationships building between the two Councils but the Town Council acknowledges that they need to become more involved in the workings of Shropshire Council. 

Shropshire Council is currently evaluating the role of the LJC in the community and are mindful that the Committee has to work for both public bodies and the community. Approximately 50 members of the public attend the meetings which is only a tiny proportion of the local population of 14,000.
Thanks were extended to the speakers for a valuable exchange of views and sharing of opinions.
555.
MINUTES
Minutes of a meeting held on 3rd February, 2010 AC/108/10 were confirmed and signed.
556.
MATTERS ARISING

557.
CAE GLAS PARK - MONITORING MEETING
RESOLVED to note a report on a monitoring meeting as held on 22nd February, 2010, CGP/141/10.
In addition, the Facilities Manager to report to the next Amenities Committee on an  Under Age Drinking meeting that she attended recently regarding the problems youths are causing in the Park, especially the alleged tampering to the playground equipment.

558.
AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND 
EXPENDITURE TO DATE

RESOLVED to adopt a report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual income and expenditure up to 23rd February, 2010. TC/2049/10.
559.
ARCHIVES TASK AND FINISH GROUP

RESOLVED to adopt a report on a meeting of the Archives Task and Finish Group as held on the 18th February, 2010, TC/2052/10.
560.
OLD POST OFFICE CLOCK

Update report from the Facilities Manager in respect of the situation regarding repair of the external clock at the former Post Office, TC/2053/10. 

RESOLVED to note the update and to proceed with the work following the set up of a legal agreement between the landlord of the building and the Town Council. The agreement to cover access to the unit situated within the building and annual electrical payments by the Council to cover the running costs. 

561. OSWESTRY TEAM TENNIS – UPDATED AGREEMENT

RESOLVED to adopt the revised agreement in respect of the use of the Park by Oswestry Team Tennis reflecting past and recent policy decisions taken by the Amenities Committee.
562. LEVEL OF BURIAL FEES AND ASSOCIATED CEMETERY MATTERS 

RESOLVED to note the information in the Legal Briefing from NALC that considers the amount that a parish or town council can charge and the powers that they have with respect to charges and to review this information at the next meeting of the Cemetery Task and Finish Group when charges for 2011 are considered.

Further RESOLVED to note the work to upgrade Cemetery Lodge will be completed by the end of this month and therefore to accept the proposed rental assessment at between £450.00 and £475.00 per calendar month based on an Assured Shorthold Tenancy. Bowen Son and Watson to act as agents to secure a tenant and the tenancy agreement to be agreed between agents and the Town Clerk.

RESOLVED further to confirm the recommendation of the Cemetery Task and Finish Group that burial charges for 2010/11 should not be increased following recent national and county wide surveys as undertaken. 
563. OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL – HEALTH AND SAFETY POLICY
RESOLVED to note the review and update of the Health and Safety Policy by the Facilities Manager and to formally adopt.
564. CLEARING OF ICE AND SNOW ADVICE NOTE FROM THE SOCIETY OF LOCAL CLERKS

RESOLVED the information be noted.
565.
OSWESTRY YOUTH MUSIC FESTIVAL
RESOLVED to note an update from the Chairman on progress with regard to arrangements for the 2010 Youth Music Festival and the request for a Festival Coordinator and additional volunteers for the 2011 Festival.

566.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY – ALL WEATHER SHELTER

Following consideration of options in design, size and specification it was

RESOLVED to agree the purchase of the gazebo shelter at the cost of £5,650 as this was decided to be the most aesthetically pleasing for the Cemetery, the best design fit for purpose and relatively vandal proof. TC/2050/10.
567.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY – RIDE ON MOWER
Consideration of report TC/2051/10
RESOLVED to accept the most cost effective quote of £1,787.23 for the purchase of a ride on mower which will be used in other Town Council departments as the need arises. 
568.
OSWESTRY CEMETERY – PLANTERS


Following the recommendation from the Cemetery Task and Finish Group, it was

RESOLVED to accept, in principle, a cost of £1,137.30 for the supply of six planters including manufacture and plants for the 2010 season. The cost to be offset, if possible, by investigation of company or individual sponsorship.
569.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and the withdraw.

