AC/100/08
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities Committee held on Wednesday, 3rd December, 2008 at 7.00p.m. at The Guildhall, Oswestry.

PRESENT:
The Mayor (Councillor J.G. Jones)

Councillors Mrs. D. Barrow, M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon,

W. Benyon, Mrs. E. Channon, J.R. Evans, Mrs. C. Hawksley, 

R. Hoseason and C. Schofield. 

In the Chair: Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley

Also in attendance:  The Community Services Officer


366.
PUBLIC SESSION


RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to 
question the Council on local issues.

367.
DISCLOSURE OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS

Declarations of personal and prejudicial interests on any item included on the agenda were invited in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001.

RESOLVED the below declarations were made:


Councillor Mrs. E. Channon disclosed a personal interest in agenda item 
10 – as she is an existing member of the Trefoil Guild.


Councillor W. Benyon declared a personal interest in agenda item 15 – as 
he is a member of Pub Watch.

368. APOLOGIES
.
Apologies for absence were received from The Mayor, Councillor 
J.G. Jones – due to another commitment, Councillor F.D. Aldridge – 
holidays, Councillor K. Barrow – holidays, Councillor Mrs. A.H. 
Bickerton – illness, Councillor M. Chamberlain – illness, Councillor 
Mrs. M.E. Chamberlain – illness, Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull – due to 
another commitment, Councillor W.O. Jones – due to another 
commitment, Councillor W.S. Keable – family issues.


RESOLVED the above apologies be noted and accepted.

369. MINUTES


Minutes of a meeting held on 13th October, 2008, AC/99/08, were 
confirmed and signed.

370. CAE GLAS PARK – MONITORING MEETINGS


RESOLVED to note the Report CGP/132/08.


Further RESOLVED to note action and update report from the 
Community Services Officer, TC/1831/08.


RESOLVED further to note update report from the Community Services 
Officer on use of the MUGA, TC/1833/08 and to look to encourage health 
and well being by increasing public usage of the facility.  A larger public 
notice is to be sited within Cae Glas Park inviting bookings to be taken, 
with usage figures being reported to the Amenities Committee on a 
quarterly basis.

371. LEISURE AND AMENITIES SUB-COMMITTEE


RESOLVED to adopt the minutes of a meeting of the Leisure and 
Amenities Sub-Committee held on the 20th October, 2008, LASC/3/08.

372.
OSWESTRY ARCHIVES – UPDATE REPORT

RESOLVED to note the quarterly report from Helen Hayes, Archivist, as 
provided as part of the service level agreement with Shropshire Archives.

373.
CAE GLAS PARK – SECURITY


At this stage it was RESOLVED that the meeting be adjourned in order for 
Inspector Stafford, West Mercia Police, to speak on issues relating to 
security in Cae Glas Park.


Inspector Stafford reported that, due to the cold weather, it was difficult to 
make an accurate comparison with summer months in terms of the 
number of people entering the Park after dark.  Despite this, no reports 
have been made to the Police on issues relating to security since the 20th
 
October, 2008.  Members were advised that the CCTV camera is now in 
situ and will remain so throughout the winter months, with the situation 
being reviewed in the spring.  A radio link is now in operation and the 
Team Tennis Co-0rdinator has received the appropriate training.  
Inspector Stafford advised that the Community Support Officers would 
continue to patrol the Park and also maintain a log of activity.  
Unfortunately, however, these Officers are only on duty until 10.00 p.m. 
and should a problem occur after that time Officers would have to be 
taken from other areas of the town.  It was also reported that should crime 
and public disorder escalate during the summer months, then a bid could 


be submitted for funding to provide a zero tolerance operation to be put in 



place in the Park.  This would involve Officers drafted in on rest days in 
order to sustain an operation over a period of seven days which would 
undoubtedly make a considerable difference.


The Chairman extended thanks to Inspector Stafford for this input and it 
was 


RESOLVED that the meeting be reconvened.


After further debate, it was RESOLVED

· To note the report from the Community Services Officer on a meeting between Inspector Jim Stafford, Mike Markham, Team Tennis, The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. Hawksley and the Town Clerk dated 14th October, 2008, TC/1832/08 and that a sum of money be included into the forthcoming budget to be utilised should the need arise for additional Security Officers in the Park.

· To note the quotation from Fastrack Grounds Maintenance Ltd. for an infill panel in order to restrict entry into the multi games area of the Park.

· To accept the quotation provided by Fastrack Grounds Maintenance ltd. in the sum of £797.50 for the fixing and securing of benches in the Park.

374.
CAE GLAS PARK – ST. DAVID’S CHURCH ENTRANCE – UNSAFE 
WALL


The Council had received complaints concerning the condition of the wall 
at the St. David’s Church entrance.  The Community Services Officer 
undertook research into the ownership of the wall with Oswestry Borough 
Council and it was found to be the responsibility of Oswestry Town 
Council, therefore the matter was referred to The Mayor, Chairman of 
Finance and General Purposes Committee and the Chairman of the 
Amenities Committee.  On the basis of public risk, the decision was taken 
to proceed with the works under health and safety safeguards.  The cost 
of these repairs was £4,275.00.


RESOLVED to note this report.

375. CAE GLAS PARK – CENTENARY FLORAL DISPLAY


Letter from the Oswestry District Commissioner, Girlguiding Shropshire 
relating to the above.  The Town Clerk in correspondence has received a 
potential contribution of £250.00 towards the display.  At this stage, no 
overall cost or design work has been entered into as a decision, in 
principle, is necessary, acknowledging the substantial subsidy that will 
have to be provided by the Town Council.


RESOLVED to agree, in principle, to this request and to enquire as to the 
costings for the overall display.
376. NEW WALKING AND CYCLING ROUTE IN EASTERN OSWESTRY

Letter from the Transport Planner, Shropshire County Council, informing of 
proposals for a walking and cycling route in Eastern Oswestry.


RESOLVED to respond to this letter querying how performance would be 
monitored and request that a report be returned to the Town Council 
regarding usage.


377. OSWESTRY YOUTH COUNCIL


RESOLVED to note a report from the Community Services Officer 
updating Members on the situation to date regarding the rejuvenation of 
Oswestry Youth Council, TC/1823/08.

378. CHRISTMAS DECORATIVE LIGHTING

Minutes of a meeting of the Christmas Decorative Lighting Joint 
Committee held on the 22nd October, 2008.


RESOLVED to note Report CDL/10/08 and invite Malcolm Pate and a 
Senior Officer from Shropshire County Council, together with Dave Jones, 
Oswestry Borough Council, to a future meeting in order to ascertain the 
situation with regard to Christmas lighting, allotments and other services 
under the new Unitary Authority.

379. CRIMINAL JUSTICE AND POLICE ACT 2001 – CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL IN PUBLIC PLACES


Letter from the Solicitor, Wrexham County Borough Council, confirming 
that the Council has resolved to support the introduction of an Order 
controlling the consumption of alcohol in public places across the whole of 
the County Borough.


The Amenities Committee was advised of this information, primarily due to 
the potential of displacement of the problem.  At this stage, it was


RESOLVED that the meeting be suspended in order to receive input from 
Inspector Stafford, West Mercia Police.


Inspector Stafford suggested that Oswestry Borough look to avoid 
displacement of this problem by implementing a similar Order prohibiting 
anti-social behaviour involving the consumption of alcohol.  He confirmed 
that he has written to Oswestry Borough Council but, as yet, received no 
response.


RESOLVED that the meeting be reconvened.


After some considerable discussion, it was


RESOLVED that a letter be sent to Oswestry Borough Council and Claire 
Porter, Shropshire County Council, suggesting designation of this Order 
throughout the thirteen parishes which make up Oswestry Borough.

380. OSWESTRY PUB AND EVENT WATCH


Letter from Julie Ruler, Oswestry Community Strategy Support Officer, 
Oswestry Borough Council.  The letter was in response to the Council’s 
request for further information of the group, before consideration of formal 
accreditation.


RESOLVED that enquiries be made into what practical benefits there 
would be for Oswestry Town Council should they join in this initiative.

381. CEMETERY MANAGEMENT COURSE

Report from the Community Services Officer on a Management Course 
attended by the Cemetery Champion, Finance Officer, Community 
Services Officer and Cemetery Superintendent as held on the 4th 
November, 2008.


RESOLVED to note the information provided, TC/1820/08.

382. AMENITIES – ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE TO DATE


Report from The Finance Officer in the form of an analysis of actual 
income and expenditure up to 25th November, 2008.


RESOLVED to adopt Report TC/1829/08.

383. ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE AND INCOME 2009/2010

To receive any bids from the Amenities Committee for inclusion within the 

Estimates of Expenditure and Income for 2009/2010.  It is important for the 
Committee to identify at this stage any significant revenue or capital 
expenditure or new initiatives to enable budget planning within the process 
now under way, leading towards the finalisation of the Council’s budget in 
January.


RESOLVED

(a)
To note the report provided and that enquiries be made into the 
possibility of holding a literary weekend in partnership with 
Oswestry Library and explore options for possible funding 
opportunities.


(b)
To include an allocation of funding into the budget for security of 


Cae Glas Park.
384. OSWESTRY CHRISTMAS LIVE

To receive an update report from the Community Services Officer on 
rrangements.


RESOLVED to note Report TC/1834/08 and express thanks to the 
organisers.

385. SUMMER FESTIVAL

To receive an update report from the Community Services Officer on 
arrangements.


RESOLVED to note Report TC/1835/08 and express thanks to the 
organisers.

386. EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

RESOLVED that the public and press be requested to leave the meeting 
to allow discussion of an item relating to a legal matter as it was 
considered publicity would be prejudicial by reason of the confidential 
nature of the business to be transacted.

