FGP/05/10
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 8th December 2010 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

Councillors M. Bennett, M. Benyon, W. Benyon, P. Cherrington, Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, D.P. Milner, S. Rainey, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield.
In the Chair: 
Councillor M. Bennett

(Vice Chairman)

In attendance:  
David Preston, Town Clerk

72.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor F.D. Aldridge – illness, Councillor Mrs. A.H. Bickerton – illness, Councillor Mrs. M. E. Chamberlain – illness, Councillor J.G. Jones – illness; Councillor W.O. Jones – illness.
RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.
73.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.

74.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.
Councillor W. Benyon declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 9 – Street Collections - having spoken and voted on the matter at Shropshire Council.

Councillor Miss B.Y. Gull declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 8 – Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure - with regard to matters relating to tourism. 
75.
MINUTES


Minutes of a meeting held on 25th October 2010, FGP/04/10, were confirmed and signed.

76.
NOTICE OF MOTION

Notice of Motion in the name of Councillor Peter Cherrington.

“That Oswestry Town Council, acknowledging the ongoing debate about health services in Shropshire, seek to secure a position of influence within our local hospital, namely the Robert Jones & Agnes Hunt Orthopaedic Hospital.  This to replicate the association that Oswestry Borough Council enjoyed with the hospital and to ensure that, as the authority representing the largest population base adjacent to the hospital, local concerns and scrutiny can be inputted.”

RESOLVED that, in adopting the Motion, the Council write to the hospital highlighting its support for the service and its interest in becoming more closely involved in whatever capacity that may be of mutual assistance, acknowledging the key role of the hospital and the local community.  The hospital therefore to be invited to consider the matter and respond accordingly.
77.
MONEY MARKET ANALYSIS
Report from the Finance Officer on Money Market Interest – TC/2175/10.

RESOLVED the report be adopted.
78.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME AND EXPENDITURE


Report from the Finance Officer in the form of an Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure estimated to the 17th November 2010.


RESOLVED report TC/2176/10 be adopted.

a) Sundry Creditors
RESOLVED the following Statement of Accounts be adopted:

SC/322/10
16th August 2010

SC/323/10
1st September 2010

SC/324/10
15th September 2010

SC/325/10
1st October 2010

SC/326/10
15th October 2010

SC/327/10
1st November 2010

SC/328/10
15th November 2010
79.
STREET COLLECTION

Letter from the Head of Trading Standards, Shropshire Council, regarding future policy and an invitation for Town Councils to deliver the function.


After discussion it was RESOLVED to express interest on a without prejudice basis and then to enter discussions for the Town Council to deliver the function.


It was further RESOLVED to:

· Express certain comments regarding the consultation particularly in relation to the “accountant requirement” due to the financial impact upon the charity involved.  
· Also highlight that Shropshire Council should consider the inclusion of villages into the policy framework.


Councillors M. Bennett and W. Benyon abstained from voting as Shropshire Council Members and asked for this to be recorded in the minutes.
80.
ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING


Report from the Town Clerk on the Annual General Meeting and Conference of ALC, Serving Local Councils in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin, held on the 6th November 2010.


RESOLVED report TC/2181/10 be adopted.

81.
RISK MANAGEMENT


Update report from the Facilities Manager on Risk Management issues.

RESOLVED report TC/2180/10 be noted.

82.
MARKET TOWNS REVITALISATION GROUP
Report on a meeting of the Market Towns Revitalisation Group held at Bridgnorth on 22nd October 2010.


RESOLVED the report be noted.

83.
ROYAL GARDEN PARTIES


Letter from the Assistant Clerk to the Lieutenancy outlining protocol in respect of Royal Garden Parties.


RESOLVED the information be noted.


It was further RESOLVED to acknowledge that the Town Council itself could nominate an individual who, it was considered, was worthy of consideration for an invitation.   

It was RESOLVED further to invite the Assistant Clerk to the Lieutenancy to attend a future meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee to explain policy and protocol in terms of Garden Parties and Royal Visits to the County, particularly acknowledging the removal of the five District Councils and the previous protocols that applied.

84.
SHROPSHIRE COUNCILS – NETWORKING


Report on an informal meeting between representatives of this Council and Shropshire Council held on the 4th November 2010.


RESOLVED report TC/2169/10 be adopted and, for each Council meeting, Shropshire Council be allocated an agenda opportunity to update or provide information as considered appropriate by the Shropshire Councillors for the Town.  


It was further RESOLVED to agree that a series of meetings during the year would be helpful, possibly three/four.  It was also acknowledged that Shropshire Council wish to discuss issues relating to Festival Square with the Town Council and it was therefore agreed that the Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chairman of Markets & Car Parks Committee, and Councillor R Hoseason, on behalf of the Castle Ward, be invited to attend that meeting as Council representatives.

85.
COUNCIL SILVER


Following discussions with Walford & North Shropshire College a proposal had been received from CMS Video to provide a video resource to show the collection of silver artefacts currently in the ownership of the Council.


In summary the proposed budget was in the region of £1,395 plus additional for narrators.


After discussion it was therefore RESOLVED in principle to:

· Accept the contract subject to further negotiations on the term.

· That a Working Group of the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Councillor M. Bennett be instructed to negotiate the detailed contract arrangements, removal of any restrictions and then proceed with a project to completion.

· One of the conditions from the Council would be for absolute discretion to use the product as the Council would wish and licence accordingly.
· To also clarify the cost of producing additional DVD’s as required.
86.
ANNUAL AUDIT LETTER

For information letter from the Audit Commission in respect of the audit of financial statements and an assessment of arrangements to achieve value for money.


RESOLVED the letter be noted.

87.
CASUAL VACANCY – RECHARGE


For information letter from Shropshire Council providing an update and invoice information regarding casual vacancies for the Town Council as held on the 2nd September and the 7th October 2010.  The cost for the two elections was £2,260.41 and £2,324.84 respectively.


RESOLVED the information be noted.
88.
RESPONSIBILITIES FOR CLEARING SNOW AND ICE ON HIGHWAYS

RESOLVED to note advice from NALC on the above issue for information.

89.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS
In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and be asked to withdraw.
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