FGP/08/11
OSWESTRY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes on a meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 4th April 2011 at 7.00 pm in the Council Chamber, the Guildhall, Oswestry.
PRESENT:
The Mayor, Councillor Mrs. E. Channon.

Councillors M. Bennett, Mrs. M. Benyon, W. Benyon, Mrs. A.H. Bickerton, Mrs. M. E. Chamberlain, 

Miss B.Y. Gull, Mrs. C. Hawksley, R. Hoseason, 

V. Hunt, J.G. Jones, W.O. Jones, D.P. Milner, 

S. Rainey, C. Schofield, Mrs. V. Schofield.

In the Chair: 
Councillor J.G. Jones

Chairman

In attendance:  
David Preston, Town Clerk

143.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from: 
Councillor F.D. Aldridge – illness.

Councillor P. Cherrington – illness.


Councillor S. Rainey – business commitment
RESOLVED the above apologies be accepted.
144.
PUBLIC SESSION

RESOLVED to note that no members of the public were in attendance to ask questions.
145.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Declarations of personal and prejudicial interest on any item included on the agenda in accordance with Sections 50-52, Local Government Act 2000 and The Local Authorities (Model Code of Conduct) (England) Order 2001 were invited.

Councillor R. Hoseason declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 11 - Cambrian Heritage Railway Museum, as a representative of the Town Council on the Cambrian Heritage Railway Trust.

146.
MINUTES


Minutes of a meeting held on 14th February 2011, FGP/07/10, were confirmed and signed.

147.
VANGUARD - NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING


The Town Clerk confirmed that information had been received that Oswestry had been selected in the second phase of the Vanguard Scheme.  It has been allocated £20k but no Government Officer.  The update is that Shropshire Council will be meeting with Government Agencies on the 18th April 2011 when further information, details of process, etc. will be made available.


It was therefore acknowledged that Oswestry would be a pilot for Neighbourhood Planning as part of the Localism agenda with 17 areas successful out of some 87 applicants.


RESOLVED the update be noted.
148.
MONEY MARKET ANALYSIS

RESOLVED to note a report from the Finance Officer on Money Market Analysis, TC/2231/11.
149.
ANALYSIS OF ACTUAL INCOME & EXPENDITURE

Report from the Finance Officer on the Analysis of Actual Income and Expenditure estimated for the period ending the 28th March 2011.

RESOLVED report TC/2232/11 be adopted.
150.
SUNDRY CREDITORS
RESOLVED to adopt the below Statements of Accounts approved for payment by The Chairman/Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee:

4th February 2011                         SC/333/11
17th February 2011                       SC/334/11
1st March 2011


SC/335/11
151.
PROPOSED COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW - OSWESTRY
Consideration of matters arising from the Seminar, held earlier in the evening, with Richard H. Thomas, Head of Democratic Services, Shropshire Council. Acknowledging that a full and proper process of consultation will be undertaken once the Review commences the opportunity to express initial views was welcomed. 
After discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To express the view that the boundary between the Town and the Rural Parish, alongside the by-pass, should be realigned together with the Whittington Parish to bring communities together within identifiable boundaries.

· To seek phasing for the south-east extension to be part of the Town to give that sense of community identity.

· To accept that there is merit in Gatacre Ward being extended to take back previous electors and thereby improve the variance against electors’ statistics.

· To acknowledge that Trefonen Road, Broomhall Lane, and Broomhall Close should be brought within the Town boundary.

· With regard to the size of the Town Council, to initially suggest and support the retention of eighteen Councillors, possibly in either two or three Member Wards, but to record an open mind at this stage of the review on how any Warding arrangements can be structured that can now form part of further dialogue with Shropshire Council.
152.
GRANTS AND DONATIONS – OSFEST
Consideration of a letter and application from OsFest regarding financial assistance requested for the event at Oswestry Showground from the 27th – 29th May 2011.

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED to defer the application until the organisation submits their accounts for full consideration.

153.
CAMBRIAN HERITAGE RAILWAY MUSEUM
Consideration of a request from the Museum to see if the Town Council would store some artefacts on a temporary basis within its store.  

After considerable discussion it was RESOLVED:

· To agree in principle to a period of two years temporary storage at the risk of Cambrian Heritage Railway Museum and for no public inspection rights to be made available.  The whole issue to be subject to the satisfaction of our Archivist in terms of the condition, suitability, etc. of the collection to be absorbed and any risk that may be posed to the Town Council archives in terms of contamination, etc.
154.
ELECTION OF THE MAYOR-ELECT AND THE DEPUTY MAYOR-ELECT 2011/12
The Committee was asked to agree the nominations to the Annual Council Meeting from the Seniority List.
RESOLVED:

· To note Seniority List TC/2235/11.

· To confirm that Councillor Mrs. C. Hawksley be nominated as the Mayor-Elect for 2011/12.
· To confirm that Councillor M. Bennett be nominated as the Deputy Mayor-Elect for 2011/12.
155.
THE ROLE OF THE CIVIC HEAD AND TEAM
Invitation from Telford & Wrekin Council to appoint representatives to attend a training event on the 8th July 2011.


RESOLVED no representative be appointed to attend.

156.
EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS

In view of the confidential nature of business about to be transacted which would involve the likely disclosure of confidential information as defined in the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 it was RESOLVED that the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting and they be asked to withdraw.
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